Penitent DE ATH 


Dr. JOHN ATHERTON, 


Biſhop of Waterford in IRELAND ; 


Who was Executed at Dablin, Dec. 5. 1 4 


WIT H 
The SEXMON Preach'd at his Funeral, 


By NICHOLAS BAR NAR D, D. D. 


The Whole written nat the Command of Abp. Der. 
Towbich is Added, a 


An Aa of the moſt Amazing ' Apparition ever 


heard of, foretelling the Biſhop's untimely End; 


83 by Unqueſtionable Authorities. Alſo 2 
rue Copy of his Laſt SPE EC H at the Place of 


Execution. | . 


—_—_—— 


Quit in \ſeculo peccavit | enormius Paulo? Quis i in n religions 
oravits Petro ? Illi tamen per r penitentiam aſſequuti ſunt 


non ſolum Minifterium, ed Ml agiſteriu 12 No- 


lite ergo ante tem a quia fortaſſe quos vos 
laudatu, Deus reprehendit, & quos vos reprehenditis, ills 
e, Primi **. & noviſimi Primi, 


Petr. Chryſolog. 
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LONDON, Printed for E. Curll, at the Dial and Bible 


againſt St, Dunſtan's Church in Fleet ſtreet. Price 13. 
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r OHN ATHERTON, Son of Jonn 
ATHERTON, who became Reckor of 
 Bawdripp in Somerſetſhire in 1584. 
was born in that County (at Ba dripp 
es it ſeems) and at 16 Tears of Age, 1614. 
became either a Batler or Commoner of Glou- 
ceſter-Hall, where continuing till after he 
had taken one Degree in Arts, was tranſ- 
Mlanted to Lincoln College, took the De- 
Jeree of Maſter a5 a Member of it, and Holy 
orders, and ſoon after was made Rector of 
Huiſh Combflower in his own Country. 
At length being made known to THOMAS 
Earl of Straffagd, Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
+ land, for his great Suſſiciencies in the Canon 
II, and Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, was by him 
made Prebendary of Chrift-Church i» Dub- 
lin, and afterwards Biſhop of Waterford 
and Liſmore, in the Tear 1636. (He being 
then Doctor of Divinity) in which Office he 
behaved - himſelf for ſome time with great 


» 


r — 


* See Athen. Oxon. Vol. 1. pag. 63 K. 
Pra. 


a — — 


Account of Biſtop ATHERTON. 
Prudence, tho forward enough, if not too 
| much, againſt the Roman Catholicks in that 
N Country, At length being charged with 4 
| | Crime, not now to be named, was ſeized on 
| aud impriſoned : And being found guilty of 
| it, was firſt degraded, and afterwards ſaf- 
fered Death by Hanging at Dublin (keing 
the firſt of his Function that ſuffered that 
kind of Death, as he ſaid it openly to the 
People at the Gallows) on the fifth Day of 
December, in 1640. Afterwards his Body 
was buried, according to his Deſire, in the 
remoteſt or obſcureſt Part of the Tard (where 
Rubbiſh uſed to be laid) belonging to St, 
John's Church ix Dublin, Nick. BER 
NAR D, D. D. ſome time Chaplain ta the 
Learned and Religious Dr. USHER, Arche 
biſhop of Armagh, hath written and pub. 
liſhed a Book of his Penitent Death, with 4 
Sermon at his Burial, to which (being wor- 
thy of Peruſal) I refer the Reader for his 
4 farther Satisfaction. In Waterford and 
Mi Liſmore ſucceeded Dr, ARCHIBALD ADAIR 


4 Scot, «nd him Dr. GEORGE BAKER, who 
died in October, or thereabouts, An. 1668, 
3 x FAY : : f 3% 
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Biſhop ATHERTON. 


Some BOOK S Printed for and Sold by E. Curl, 
at the Dial and Bible again St. Dunſtan' 
Church in Fleetſtreet. 


I: YHE Hiſtom, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil, from 
the Creation of the World to this preſent Time, 
containing the Works of Flavia Joſephme, Tranſlated by Sir 
Neger T. Eftrange, faithfully extracted; with a Continuation of 
the Hiſtory of the Jews, from the moſt Authentick Records, 
the Imperial Laws, Decrees of Councils, the Miſnah, the 
Thalmud, Maimonides, Benjamin de Tudela, Leo do 
Modena, Selden, Spencer, Monsieur Baſnage, Ce. Adorn'd 
with Maps, Sculptures and accurate Indexes. In two Vol, 
Lo. Price I2 8. | 
II. The Chriſtian's Support under all Afflid iont: Being the 
Divine Meditations of Jobs Gerhard D. D. Contemplating 
GOD's Love to Mankind, the Benefits of Chriſt's Paſſion, 
and the Advantages of a Holy Life 3 newly render d into 
Engliſh from the inal Latin, and Prayers fuited to each 
Meditation, by T. Rowell, M. A. Rector of Great Creſing- 
bam, „120. Price 3 3. 
III. Devout Chriſtian's Companion : Or, a Compleat 
Manual of Devotions, for moſt of the concerns of Hu- 
man Life ; with particular Offices for Sick and Dying Per- 
ſons: To which is added, Fhe Naſchal Lamb, a Treatiſe 
explainiug the Nature, Defign and Benefit of the Holy Sacra · 
ment, with ſuitable Devotions. Collected from the Works o 
of Abp. Tillotſon, Bp. Taylor, Bp. Kenn, Bp. Beveridge, . 
= Patrick, Dr. Scott, Dr. Horneck, Dr. Stanbope, &c. 
zd. Edition, 120. Price2s. 6 d. 
IV. The Foundation of the preſent Government ended, 
in two Parts, 1. Some Conſiderations humbly offer'd to the 
Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Exeter; occalion'd by 
his Lordſhip's Sermon preach'd before Her Majeſty, March 
the 8b, 1708. 2. An Humble Reply to the Lord Biſhop of 
Exeter's Anſwer, and a Poſtſcript relating to The beſt An- 
freer ever was made, &c. By Benj. Hoadly, M. A. Rector 
of St. Peter's Poor, Price 1 5. 6d. Bound. | 
V. The Caſe of Sodomy, in the Tryal of Meruin Lord 
Audley, Earl of Caſtlebaven, for committiag a Rape: And 
my with two of his Servants, viz. ( Lawrence Fitz- 
Patrick and Thomas Brodway) who was Try d and Condemn'd 
by his Peers on the 24th of April, and Beheaded on Tower- 4 
bel, May 14th, 1531. with bs Articles of Belief, ſent in a Mr” 
Letter to his Son; the Letter he writ to his Siſters, 
and his Speech at the Place of Execution : Likewiſe the 
Tryal, Condemnation and Confeflion of his two Seryants, 
who were Executed at Tyburn, the 6th of July after, 
with their Dying Speeches, 89, Price 6 d. 


= Advertiſement. 


N Additional Preface to the en- 

ſuing Pages would be altogether 
nneceſſary, were it not, that there are 
Vol, Wome Perſons who at firſt ſight, without 
; the fſluny Conſtderation, will Cenſure the Re- 
Ben Niva! of them at this juncture, as di- 
no rect iy level d to Aſperſe the Epiſcopal 
Order ; but the Intent being quite other- 


hat Pious and Learned Prelate, Biſhop 
it FUſher, entertain d ſuch Thoughts, he 


Fing and making Publick the Fact; net- 
ded, ber can the Scandal of any one Perſon, 


ommunity, if rightly con ſiderd, as in 
if admirably ſhewn'by Dean Barnard 
a the following Account, 


rom an ancient Original Manuſcript, 
{he Tryal at large (taken in Court) of 
Mer- 


viſe, there needs not any Apology, Had 
ould never have Commanded the Wri- | 


che Who" e der ſo Ignominious, reflect upon 4 


Having about two Nr ago, publiſbd | 


Oe i _ 
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|. ſo far from endeavouring in the leaſt t 


Advertiſement. 


Mervin Lord Audley, Earl of Caſtle 
haven, for Sodomy, &c. for which | 
was Beheaded Anno 1631. and finc 
meeting with the Caſe of this Biſhop 
who was Guilty of the ſame Unnatur, 
Crimes, but the Perſons vaſtly differe 
in Themſelves ; for my Lord Audley 
after the faireſt Tryal and cleareſt Con 
viction, retain'd ſuch a Spirit of Obſti 
nacy, that he deny d the Fact to the lif 
tho his two Servants upon whom he con 
mitted the Sin, omn d it at their Ex 
ecution with the greateſt Penitency. 


[11 


Biſhop Atherton indeed behav'i 
himſelf ſomewhat indecently upon bi 
Tryal, for which he was univerſal 


lam d; but after his Condemnation wa 


palliate his Crimes, that he not only con. 
feſs'd em with the greate t Abhorrence, 
but freely open d the inmoſt Receſſes of hi 
Soul, and declar d the very * 
= os whic 


Advertiſement. 


hich induc'd him to commit thoſe abomi- 
ſtleg ble Facts for which be Suffer d. 
5 | 
fine All that is neceſſary to add farther 
10p That the only Reaſon and Intention 
ur Reprinting at this time the following 
Tenheets, was no other than this, viz. 
ley That the Caſes being ſomewhat Parallel, 
Con and the only ones which were ever 
bſt prov d Criminal in this part of the 
lift World, might by Their Examples, 
conBheing known, deter ſuch Perſons as 
are unnaturally Vicious, from commit- 


ting the like Offences. 


D. L. 
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To the Moſt ES 


LEV EREND 
Father in GOD, 


JAMES U 8 H E R, N 
Lord Archbiſhop of 


4 R M- 4A G A, 
2 And Primate of all. 
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May it Peaſe How Grace, 


JH ESE lle Tradtares, 45 b derive 
/ their- Being from Your Grace's Command; 
fo (like Rivulets to the Sea) do they return 
o You agam. Accept them as the firſt Fruits of Your 
own Induſtry upon the Author; who muſt ever ac- 
nowledge he owes himſelf alſo. What Paultaus - 
rites to St. Auguſtine Os tuam fiſtulam aguæ viv, 
& venam fontes æterni merito dixerim, cujus deſiderio 
tivi: in te anima mea, S ubertate tui n. inebriari 


terra 


% 


Epittle Dedicatory. 
terra mea concupivit, was indeed the Cauſe of my thiſ ud. 
ting a, and the Load-Srone that pave me a hape 
Draught in your Service, many Years agon out of of 
native Soyl into this — Sy which, methin Eu 


this Year, by Your Abſence, hath ſufferd a graffi - 

Eclipſe, and yet we cannot grudge the Church ii 

this floating Age, ſuch a Steerſ-man, nor ſo pious ru 
| Prince, ſo precious anEur-Ring- That which is relaW/r4 


of the fore-· nam d Father, Menſam habebat beſpitiſWike 
expoſitamy fed frugiferis, ſermontbus, magis quam exquiſi C h. 
eduliis opiparam, ſemper de re quadam frugifera comme oo. 
tabatur, ut non minus animi convivarum reficirentss | 
dam Cor poray is ſo well known to be Your Grate 
daily Practice, that it needs no further Application 
the Offals of whoſe Diſcourſe carefully gather'd u 
were able to perfe# a Divine to every goa Work, in 
word, Eraſmus's Deſcription of him, by whi 
St. Paul requires in a Biſhop, methought in the reac 
ing ( mutato nomine) it was your own Pifture, b 
which, if others in this Age had been drawn, I be 
_ the Office had never been ſo much as que 
ion'd. | 

The very Subjects of both thefe Diſcourſes, wer 
they wrote by whamſoever, could not but claim 4 
| Intereſt in Your Grace. The Converſion of Sinners, b 
a conftant Preaching, (who, unleſs a Stranger in Iſr acl 
but muſt s Df to be Your Character. Nay, thi 
and much more, is no News to Strangers, whoſe larg 
Relation from Abroad, may prevent any further fron 
Home, only tis no Flattery to atteſt it. Your con 
tinud Motto of Ve mibi ſi non evangelizavero, both it 
Your Epiſcopal and Archiepiſcopal Seals is as worth 
of Memory, as Imitation; where that Foe may light 
I know not, but ſurely St. Paul's repofita eſt mihi core 
na, will be your Portion, How little Your Grace 
affects theſe kind of Expreſſions, | am not now to learn, 
and for my ſelf, let this be my Plea againſt any Mil 
| judging) 


Epiitle Dedicatory. 


y thiffljudgings in others, Rare Examples ought to be ſer up 
bappf /e Lights, where they may be ſeen ; and in the Words 
of Mol St. Paul, I wiſh it might be a Means 20 provecke to. 


thir 


ious 
relate 
pril 
qui 
nn 
irent 


mulation thoſe which are my 


Fleſl, and might ſave ſome 
greif hem; Fac tu ſimiliter, is the only intended Moral: 
rch Be till the Honour of your Nation, the facred Firſt- 


Fruits of this College, the Prime Light of this our 
rael, where (according to Foſhua's Wiſh) You may, 
tke the Sun, ſtand ſtil in the Firmament of our 
hurch, till all the Enemies of it, be made irs Foor- 


ool So prays man 


* 


Dregbeda, 
i218. 1641. 


y Thouſands, and among them, 
as having moſt cauſe, 3 1 


Tour Grace“ moſt bumble 


and affectiionate Servant, 


Ard 


5 


TO THE 


R E A D E 


| Ccording to my Direfions in ſome Circumſtance; 

A thou baſt here preſented this penſive Relation, 

finiſſ d indeed, long agon, but delay d the Preſr hitherto, 

by ſome uwwſual Miſcarriage. Howſoewer it falls a 

to be as ſeaſonable now. Some ſcandalons Papers lateh 

Printed in the Abuſe of him, and full of Miſtakes, 

pretended to bave their Original from my ſelf, may 

likely have come to thy View, but ler this vindicatt 

bim, and give thee full Satisfattion in both, Had | 

been commanded this Service ſooner, thou mightſt poſ 

ſibly have had ſome other uſeful Paſſages remembred 

And had it not been in ſo buſie a time, it may be, it 

might have appear d more refined. As it a, for thi 

Matter, believe it to be wholly true, as coming 

from one, whom no Relation whatſoever can ſuſpel 

bim partial. For the Style, the plainer it , th 

mory foting 4 Narration; and | bave the rather of. 

felted it, that the Profit intended, might be of a fur: 

ther Extent, Read it with ſhunning theſe two Rocks 

Preſumption and Deſpair. The former, by the Dif 

ficulty and Hazard thou ſhalt find him labouring in 4 

the firſt; the latter, by that Mercy he obtain d at la 

where thou ſeeſt God's ſpecial Work magnifie it; 4 

bleſſed Change in a Sinner, rejoyce at it, any thing 

Fi exemplary for thy ſelf, be not thy own Enemy ſo mui 

1 as to ſlight it. Let God haue the Glory, thou thi 

+ Benefit; the Church clear d of Scandal, and be bat 
bis Deſire, who is | 5 


3 # 


Thine in bim, by whom are alba Age, 


N. ® 


= 

RELATION 

of THE 

Penitent Death 
o n 


Biſhop ATHERTON. 


OR his Arraignment, tho' it held long, I heard 
it not, only his Carriage then is by all Condemned; 
and it is not my intent in the leaſt meaſure to excuſe 
The Subje& of this Diſcourſe is only to declare, how 
rwards be judged, and condemn'd himſelf (and fo we truſt 
not Condemned of God.) How deeply he repented and 
yed to Heaven for Pardon, whereof he received a Memo- 
p : A ble Teſtimony. f 2 

* On Saturday the 28th of November, the next day after 
tung Condemnation, I went to ſee him firſt, when having 
mul d ſome Speech with him of the Scandal of the Fact, 
ou thiFitice of the Sentence, Miſery of his Condition without 
be banlepentance (of each of which he heard me long with 
ence) at length he asked me, if I were ſent by any to 
m; when he und-rſtood I was. but came of my ſelf, 
took me by th. hand, and reply'd, I was very welcome, 


in 4 
at laff 


ifs, 

8 A been moved to ſend for me, but being thus come of my 
lf, be took me as ſent of God. He acknowledged his ſtu- 

= dity and Senſleſpeſs, deſir'd me to take a farther liberty 


* 
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lieved , :,.4 no other end but his good; that indeed he 
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till I left him in better caſe; that as he had begun, ſol 
things be ordered by me, and prayed me to ſee the end 


aſide all rich Cloathing, and to put on the meaneſt he had 


- , 1 2 
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over them again with marginal Aggravations, where! 
they became exceeding ſinful, by the Circumſtances | 


Conde mnation to ſteal before the Judges eyes, What Hardi 


2 The Penitent DEATH 
of Speech, to Preach the Law to him, to aggravate iy 
Sins by the higheſt Circumſtances, that he might grow bo 
ſenſible of the Flames of Hell: In Subjects of this nature was 
ſpent near two Hours, when I left him pliable, only wit 
chis Aſſurance, that in Chriſt his Sins were Pardonabi 
His Requeſt then was, that I would not leave the Tom 


would continue to open himſelf unto me, and would in; 


him; to which I conſented. : ; 
As a Preparative to the main, I adviſed him to 


To let the Chamber be kept dark: To deprive himſelf ( 
the Pleaſure of any Company, but ſuch as came to give nu 
Spiritual Counſel, and ſo commit himſelf cloſe Priſoner ! 
his own Thoughts; that if upon neceſſity avy Meat 
brought unto him, he ſhould eat it in a ſolitary way alone 
And chiefly to give himſelf to faſting, even to the affliQiy 
of his Body, which he had ſo Pamper'd, as a means 
effect the ſorrow of the Soul. To have his Coffin made, a 
brought into his Chamber, which howſoever they we 
but ſmall things in themſelves, yet altogether were 
conducible to a farther end, as he acknowledged afte 
wards, | 

I went to him uſually three times a day. To re 
what Diſcourſe we had, and what moſt affected him we 
be tedious; In ſhort, he firſt entred into a ſerious and 
cial conſideration of all his Sins, in hr, Word and De 
of Omiſſion, or Commiſſion, againſt GO D, or 
which he drew out according to the ſeveral Comman 
ments, of which they were Breaches, and for his Memon 
put all into one Inditement, wherein he might at once, 
in a Glaſs, view the Face of his Soul. After this roug 
Draught, that he might be the more aſtoniſhed, he wel 


Time when, Place where, and againſt whom, contrary WM. 
the Light of Knowledge, often Checks of Conſciend 
many ſeaſonable Admonitions in Publick and Private, n 
withltanding the apparent hand of God in ſeveral Croſk 
ou Mercies, unexpected Preſervation, Then he ct 

rd with what Preſumption he had ſinned, even befo 
God's Face, tho he knew he was by him, and looked 
all the while, Zaman's Aggravation for Eſther. The Thiev 


of Heart after it, tho' he could not but know God v 
p at 


of Biſhop ATHERTON. 3 
rate hifſngry with him, yet contirued careleſs whether he were 
row: bi leaſed or no: ¶ uch an Anſwer of a Servant in a ſmall matter 
ture ¶ ond much incenſe hir Maſter.) His reproving, and ſharp 


ly witWnſuring others for the ſame Faults (which muſt need 


-donablMave him altogether inexcuſable, and farther bind him 


Tom er to Condemnation.) His often Relapſes after Vows in 


n, ſo HMfickneſs, after receiving the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
r, each of which Sins ſo often rezrerated, added to the 
ap, as Multiplying of the ſame Figures do in Numbers; 
great Plea agarnſt a Rebel being often Pardoned, Upon 
is in the next Place did he make a ſtand, in thinking 
hat a miſerable Condition he muſt needs be in, if he 
ould now Die in his Sins, viz. A loſt and undone Man 
r ever, He imagined with himſelf, as if he now ſaw 
e day of Judgment ſet, heard the Trumpet ſounding, 
xe Voice crying, Ariſe ye dead; as if he beheld the Graves 
dening, the Earth and Sea, like G O D's Goal, giving 
the Priſoners, our Saviour upon his Throne, in flaming 
e, both Judge and Witneſs; every Man's Life, and his 
nong the reſt, reading before Men and Angels, and in 
ncluſion a final Sentence pronouncing upon his Body and 
ul; Hell accordingly with his wide Mouth enlarged to 
eive him, thoſe Spirits of Darkneſs ready to ſeize on 
m, their Priſoner, 
Theſe Thoughts and the like work'd upon him in ſome 
ights and Aſtoniſhments, but a Spirit of Contrition and 
ompunction, he complained was far from him: How 
ten did I hear him crying out, 0h! can you give me any 
ceipt that will work my Heart mto Tears and Sorrow. The 
e of his Underſtanding, he conſeſs d, was ſufficiently en- 
btned, his Conſcience ſmitten; but ſtill his Heart and 
Wfctions were hardned. AU my Friends, ſaid he, as aſbam d 
me, have forſaken me: But if GO D withdraw bis Grace 
m me, what ſhall I do? And ſo deſir d me to ſpeak to any 
the Town, whom I thought would be Compaſſionate of 
Condition, to Pray for bim, for which he thought there 
more cauſe than for any bodily Sickneſs. And here by 
5s own Experience (whatſoever he had before uttered) 
utterly condemned that Doctrine of Free · will naturally 
Man to any ſaving good, that tho it be in his own 
ver, thus to kill himself, yet it is not to make himſeli 
Jie again. How firmly did he now believe Repentance 
be the Gift of God, that it is he that worketh the Will and 
. WE Deed. How happy did he apprehend thoſe that had 
ien Hearts, though not bound up again with Comfort: 
d how unhappy ſuch, whoſe hardned Hearts could — 
e. 
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ſhould be watered with this Dew of Heaven, in that G. 


vrhereby he might mourn, and be in Bitterneſs of Weepi 


oppoſite to the State of Grace; but to be ſenſible of an] 


The Penitent DEATH 
Repent, th6' ſwimming in all Barth Contents: And ll, 
herein he had à Door of Hope, that his dry Soul in tin; 
did not give him over with Cain unto Deſpair ; but ſtill 
ſtuck to his firſt Principle, that Mercy was attainable, | 
Sins pardonable. The thing he only wanted was Gol 
Act in powring upon him that Spirit of Grace and Supplicati 


for them. He ſaw, that there was a Fountain of Salvati 
opened to him for Sin, and for Uncleanneſs : But his c 
was like the poor impotent Man at the Pool of Betheſ 
wanted one to put him in: His firſt Supporter in this 
was that of Nehemiah, who deſir d to fear God, and t 
of our Saviour, Du that are heavy laden, and whoſoe 
will, whoſoever is athirſt, come: And indeed this was ſat 
Change in him, before he was wont to fling the Thoug| 
of Grief out of his Mind, did his utmoſt to put them fri 
him : Now he bewailed their abſence, he grieved that 
could not Mourn, To be altogether inſenſible, is ye 


ſibleneſs proceed from ſome already. The Sight and Se 
of Sin was ſome Pledge of a farther Perfection, at leaſt t. 
God had not given him over unto Death, as Manoah's 
ſaid to her Husband, if the Lord were pleaſed 10 kill us, 
would not have ſhewn us thus much, nor told us ſuch things 
theſe. of Twas 

fo this wreſtling with God for Repentance, and ſuch 
meaſure of Godly Sorrow, that might be proportional 
for ſo great a Sinner, was Monday and part of Tueſ 
ſpent by him: When in the Afternoon upon ſome furth 
Diſcourſe, the Grief of his Soul being now . ; 
forth, and his Mind being a Burthen to himſelf, 
loaded his Conſcience to me in ſome Particulars, but wi 
ſuch a flood of Tears, pling himſeli down to the groun 
taking me by the hand, and deſiring me to kneel] don 
by him,, and Pray. for him, that I have never ſeen t 
like; whereas before he could ſwallow groſs Acts withd 
Trouble, now only the T houghts of his Heart, put him 
a molt grievous” Agony, that aſtoniſh'd, and drew Te 
from me. A good Foundation to begin at the Heart. E 
Thoughts and Affections bowſoever common, yet ought t0 
of no ſmall reckoning with us The firſt Sin of the De 
(being a Spirit) could be no other, ** 

And here tis obſervable that, as they ſay, a Pine App 
or a Flint are ſooner broken upon a ſoft Bed, than or 
hard Floor; fo the repreſenting unto him, the m 
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aſſionate, Merciful Nature of GO D, willing yet to be 
riends with him, ſo apt to forgive and forget all Injuries; 
ſay, the . — him the Infinite, ſweet Diſdofition 
ine Chriſt, whom he had offended, raiſed up in him this 
foly Indignation againſt himſelf; and was a means to 
elt him into an Entrance of this happy Condition: 


plicatiſſ any that never could be moved with Threatnings, have 

" WeepuWen overcome with Kindneſs, is the Argument of the A- 
ele, Rom. 12. 1. 

t his e And after this, by ſome Interruption of other Company, 

BethbeſiW was compell'd to leave him *till late at Night; when I 

his Cund him getting farther ground of himſelf: And that 

and th ime was the firſt I heard him Pray; the main Subject 


ing a Sorrowful, large Confeflion of his Vileneſs, with 
ep Aggravations; prevalent Arguments for Mercy; 
arty Thankfulneſs for any beginnings of Breakings in 
m; and ſending a Brother willing to bear the Burthen 
ith him, which with diyers others were fo aptly and fully 
preſt ; and in that Latitude, that as it was beyond my 
agination, ſo it wrought much upon my Aſſection; 
nd Sed this was the firſt Time he ſaid, he ever felt indeed 
hat belong'd to Prayer: He had ſaid one over often as 
hers uſually do, but he found a great Difference between 
at and the Spirit of Prayer; ſo we parted for that Night. 
The next Day, he deſir'd we might keep together in 
te Nature of a ſolemm Fa; when no Body came to him 
t my Self, from Nine of the Clock till hetween Three and 
bur in the Afternoon, which he ſet apart for the finiſhing 
hat he had begun before, Such a Countenance of à Per- 
xed Soul did I never ſee, as his ſeemed to me, that Morn- 
g at our firſt meeting; ſo fore had the weight of his 
ns preſſed his feeble Conſcience that Night, in a pri- 
te Audit between GOD and Himſelf. 

At our Entrance, he delir'd me again to ſtir up in him a 
rther Apprehenhon of his wretched Condition, how odious - 
s Sins had made him in his Sight, with whom he had 
vy to do; that the nearer he drew to GO D, the more 
> might, like Fob, abbor himſelf. To uſe his own Words, 
Pray, ſaid he, deal truly, freely and impartially with me. 
oo not upon me, as one that hath had ſome Honour in the 
urch ( from which I am worthily fallen) but as upon the moſt 
vjett, Baſe Perſon in the World: He was reſolv'd to ſet 
mſelf as before G O D's Tribunal, and to pour forth his 
eart fully unto me: The thing he only deſir'd, was a 
ther Spirit of Compun&ion, that his Eyes might be 
Jeremiab's, a fountain Eo: to weep day and ws 
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After ſome ſuch Inſtructions as he had deſir d, he fell upy 


his Knees with a moſt Aﬀe&ionate Prayer, in the A 
array of GO D's 1 and Omniſcience 
i 


6 


Infinite dom and Juſtice, Cc. Praying for a farthe 


Senſe and Sorrow for thoſe Sins, which he was now abou 


to rip up without any Extenuation or Concealing ; and | 
ſet open his Heart, indeed in a plenary particular Confeſſy 
of all the Sins he could remember from his Youth *ti 
now; but with ſuch bitter Tears and ſorrowful Sighs, t 


whole time either upon his Knees, or proſtrating him(d 


upon the Ground, as cannot be expreſed: Which, took 
with me, as 1 never wept more at the loſs of my dear 
Friend: And in Concluſion, after he had thus unlock 
(to uſe his own Words) the Magazin of his Sinful Soul (k 
which his Shame was as evident as his Grief) he entreatd 
me, if I could diſcern any true Penitency in him, ar 
judged him to be in the State of Pardon, Th pronoun 
it to him in Chriſt's tead, that it would be ſome Comfo 
to his Conſcience for me to declare ſo much unto hin 
But what Tears fell on both ſides, how he prayed bat 
before and after, that GOD would ratifie it in Heave 
and ſeal it inwardly to his Soul, can ſcarce be imagin'd, 

Now, howſoever he found ſome preſent Eaſe in t 
emptying himſelf, yet ſtill he grew very Jealous, that he v 
not yet come to that depth of Sorrow requiſite for ſo gre 
a Sinner. The Fears and Troubles of Francs Spira | 
wiſh'd for, whoſe Life and Death he had a great Deſire 
read, but I thought it not fitting. One thing t 
troubled him long, was my Weeping with him, gatheri 
from thence, that if an Ear-Witneſs were ſo moved, Wh 
ſhould the Party himſelf be Plunged into? He began 
find already ſuch Sweetneſs in Tears for Sin, as he u 
Praying like thoſe in the Goſpel, Lord evermore give 
this Bread; delir'd there were a Well of ſuch living Wal 
in him, that might ſtream down his Cheeks continual) 
wiſh'd that he might be in them waſted over into anoth 
World, and 'till then not to be wiped from bis eyes. Aft 
this, many Conflicts and Doubts aſſaulted him, whit 
would be too many to relate. Perplexed he was at ti 
Conſideration of ſome Paſſages of Humiliation in Abd 
Felix, Judas, finding that wicked Men may cry earnell 
for Mercy, and yet have little Love to G OD, leſs! 
Grace, A Paſſage he read caſually of Francis Spira, 


ſturb'd him more, viz. That he begged for Grace it ſelf, 4 
Bridge to get to Heaven by. Sometimes he. doubted if ti 
Time and Cauſe of his Return, being ſo late, and out 


Nec 


ny Pa 


ber alſd, if ſhe could by Faith rely upore bim. 
B 2 | 


Wen out ; that he truſted 
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Neceſſity, would be accepted, Seldom did he think of 
> Ca fit of Mourning, ſuch as David's for Abſalom, 
ut he thought preſently it check'd him for his Sins, to be 
xs nothing, which being ſo great, and the Iflue ſo Mite- 
able, even the loſs of his Soul, he judged ſhould have 
xceeded them much, both in Meaſure and Continuance, 
hen in theſe and divers others he was ſatisfy' d, then 
ears of another nature roſe, viz. That it he were truly 
getting out of the Devil's Snare, it could not be, but he 
ould be purſued with farther Horrors and Terrors, 
ending to Deſpair, which he had not felt. In this he was 
hus ſatisfy*'d, that ExpeRation of Temptations was a 
reparation for them; and ſuch the Devil did not uſually 
et upon: And that if ever he did appear, it would be in 
me Wiles, and at ſuch times as he ſhould leaſt ſuſpect he 
ada Hand in them; which I verily believe did fo fall 
t in ſome Diſtra&ions afterwards. The many ObjeRions, 
hich he not only found, but ſtudied againſt himſelf, as it 
asa Task too clear, ſo a School to learn much Experience 
; ſo fearful was he of any Rocks, which in this Miſt 
ight ſplit him, ſo ſuſpicious of any Sands that might 
vallow him, ſo accurate in ſearching out any ſecret Leak 
ithin himſelf, that might fink him; ſo fearful and full 
f Doubts was he, till he found himſelf anchor'd upon 
ife and firm Ground. The Story of Manaſſes he read 
ten, who beginning to repent in Fetters, as he had now 
Priſon, was a Comfort to him. 
On Thurſday Morning he delir'd to receive the Holy Sa- 
ament, when I provided my ſelf with ſuch Matter as 1 
bnceived fit for him, by way of Preparation; and ſo 
ith ſome others appointed'to 5 as with him, he 
ceiy d it with Penitential Expreſſions, and aſter that was 
mewhat comforted, He deſir d me to ſtay Dinner with 
im, as the laſt ſet Meal he intended in this World. The 
lagnanimity of the Man I did much admire, his Chear- 
Ineſs in counting how many Hours he had to live, his 
lid Counſel to his Wife, who (upon his Diſcourſe ot 


Peath, and Thankfulne to G O D for this Puniſhment) 


Il into a Paſſion; his. Comtorting of her, that he was 
pon an Advancement; And why ſſould ſte be againſt it? 
hat his Sins were not the greater for the Shame he was 
d ſuffer; that the only thing to be feared in Death, is 


e Guilt of Sin, the fi it, which he h was now 
1K —. 4 OD, who ory wars the 


in, would alſo in time abate the Scandal, and provide 


That 


and Condemning himſelf to whomſoever came at him 1 | 
m 


1 4 — wx} » has 
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with him; who muſt undoubtedly then have ſunk down 
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That Afternon (the Storm in his Conſcience being ſome 
what allay'd) we had many Calm and Comtortahh 
Diſcourſes of the Privileges of Chriſtians, admitted toh, 
not only Servants, Friends, but Sons of GOD, Heirs an 
Co- beirs with Chrift, called his Love, by uſe, ſaid toh 
Married to him, to have a fellowſhip with him, Cc. whid 
he deſir d to have largely declared unto him. Then w 
his Coffix brought into his Chamber (tho? he was diſpleas| 
he had it not long before) it came ſeaſonably. He loobe 
on it with as little Conſternation of Mind, as on his Bed 
And gn even then another thing troubled him, which 
feared was a Stupidity, viz, That be ſhould be no more afra 
of Death, having alſo ſlept quietly the Night before; 
which after he was carioh'd, yet it fell ſo out, that th 
next Night he was diſquieted, which he took as a Puniſ 
ment for his former deſire of Troubles and Fears, and 
gave it over, 

One Paſſage he took ſpecial Notice of, that the ſam 
Friend of his, who not many Days before had been y 
harſh with him, fearing the Party to whom he had given! 
bimſelf was too mild, and would not deal roughly enough wi 
bim, &c. now viſiting him again, and finding that chan 
in him ; wiſhed his Soul in his Caſe, and applied all Con 
forts to him; which coming from the ſame Mouth thi 
had uſed him ſo ſharply before, drew many Tears of Je 
from him, and confirmed him : Divers Divines, wi 
others that came to viſit him, did the like, and rejoice 
much at the fight of him. 

That Night his Prayers were to my Admiration (wit 
which his deſire was, we might, every time we parte 
conclude.) Tis known what an cla Faculty he þ 
naturally, in a ready prefent Expreſſion of what he unde 
ſtood, either in Eccleſiaſtical or Civil Affairs. Now GOl 
had given him another Heart, he did as much excel | 
Spiritual: And very defirous he was ftill to be put up 
the Tryal for Saving Grace, by any Signs or Diſcoveries 

Naturally he was not apt to weep, but now he was 
Man of Tears; before given to Pride and Vain-glor 
now ſo bumble, fo thankful for the Counſel of the mean 
Perſon, ſo attentive to any Advice, ſo open in the Abaſm 


very Countenance was altered, When he heard 

Lord Deputy's Death, and others who dy'd ſuddenly, b 
ing in Health at his Condemnation, his Application ton 
was, what Cauſe he had to bleſs GOD it was not 


Hel 


— 
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ell. What Thankfulneſs did he confeſs he owed to 


ſom 
4 OD and Man for this Weeks Preparation; Apprehended 
d tolMt as no ſmall Token of G O D's Love to him, in giving 
irs aim his Portion of Shame in this World, as a means to 


d to bun it in the next; which he once expreſſed with ſuch a 
whid eight of Aſſection, as I wonder'd at it; believing that 
en wiſhothing but this, or the like, would have wrought upon 
ſpleas is Maſterleſs Diſpoſition, which under any other Troubles 


e feared, ſhould ſtill have lingred, like Lot in Sodom, till 
e was hailed out; or like Cattel within a Houſe and Fire 
bout them, yet ſtir not, till they are drawn out. It was 
o with the Jſraelites, Iſa. 42. 25. The like he judged of 
imſelf, And herein he was ſo far from bearing any Ha- 
red to ſuch as had proſecuted him, that he accounted 
hem his beſt Friends, applying the Caſe of Pheræm Jaſon to 
imſelf, whom his Enemy running through with a Sword, 
pened an Impoſtume, which the Phyſicians could not Cure. 
That howſoever his Enemies, as Joſeph ſaid of his Bre- 
hren, might intend his Hurt, yet GOD had turned it 
o his Good; by this Death they had ſaved his Life, and 
0 he owed them Thanks: Acknowledged GO D's Good- 
eſs to him in his ſudden Surprizal and ftri&t Impriſonment, 
bat as no Counſel would come unto him, ſo he was not 
ermitted to go into the Town to them, by which liberty, 
t may be, ſome Evaſions might have been contrived for his 
ſcape, which would have proved his Everlaſting Undoing. 
That Speech of his, Periiſſem, ſi non periiſſem : Or that of 
nothers, whom a Shipwreck occafion'd the being a Phy- 
oſopher, Tum ſecundis velis navigavi, quando naufrag ium 
eci, was in ſubſtance his often Application to himſelf, Af 
er the Lord Deputy's Death, when the Rumour of ſome 
lope of a Reprieve came to his Ears till another Gover- 
our ſucceeded, it moved him not, as rather chooſing a 
reſent deſerved Death, than the prolonging of an Igno- 
minious Life; whereby the Scandal would but incfeaſe. 
e did ſo abhor himſelf, that once a T hought riſing within 
im to have petition'd to have' been beheaded, he told me, 
de Anſwer'd himſelf with Indignation, That à Dog's Death 
das to good for bim, and fo judged himſelf to the laſt 3 
vhich appeared by this particular, that he was caſting with 
umſelt, where he might be buried, ſo as to be out of Re- 
membrance; wiſhed his Grave were in the bottom of the 


looke| 
s Bed 
hich h 
e afra 


y, Pea, where he had deſery'd to be caſt with a Millſtone about. 
to bi Neck, for that Offence and Scandal he had given ; the 
not MChurch- yard he thought was too much Honour for him: 
wn And in Concluſion, leſt his Friends, being leſt to them- 


ſelves, - 


in his Vouth, and not meaning, yet he obſerved G ON 
vie wing of immodeſt Pictures, frequenting of Plays, Dru 


_ againſt him in Parliament, the Man who had before been 


- Houſe of Convocation, Anno 1634. in Oppolition to the 
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ſelyes, ſhould have procured ſome better Place, he ſent fi, | 1 
the Clerk of St. John's, and the Virger of Chri/t-Chur. 
(of which he was once Prebend) to whom I was a Witnej 
of his Charge, that they ſhould not ſuffer him to be burie 
in that Church, or in any ordinary Place in the Church 
yard, but appointed it in the fartheſt Corner, where ſony 
Rubbiſh was uſed to be caſt, and where none could h 
remember'd ever to have been buried before: When with 
many Tears to them, he condemned himſelf, as unworthy 
of the Communion of the Dead, as now of the Living 
After this he related unto me in ſeveral Diſcourſes, diven 
obſervable Paſſages in his former Life, and ſince he cam 
into the Caſtle, tending to the Magnifying of G OD 

uſtice and Mercy to him; ſome of which he left to m 

udgment, if the Knowledge of them might be uſeful t 
others. The Diſreſpect and Neglect of bis Mother ſince h 
came to Ability, he acknowledged, according to the fi 
Commandment, to be Juſt, that his Days ſhould be ſhortned 
As his own Father once ſolemnly. paſſing ſuch a Senten 
on him, and fore-telling long agon, this would be his en- 
hath been aſſured me alſo by one who had it from an Ex 
witneſs, Nis often wiſhing would he were Hang d, if this, 0 
that be ſo, Cc. (which in ſome Proteſtations fell out to 
falſe) went not in the ſame Juſtice unobſerved. His one 
in Anger, and by way of Revenge, ſcaring his Mother, 
that he would go hang himſelf on a common Gallows they 
rode by, with his Horſes Bridle. This, howſoever don; 


Juſtice in bringing him to it in Earneſt, Let theſe be Wa 
ing to the Living in the like, His Reading of bad Book 


kenneſs, Cc. were Cauſes and Inticements to theſe foul Fact 
About three Weeks before the Complaint was put it 


the Corrupter of him in his Youth, whom he had not ſeen 
in Twenty Years before, came caſually out of England ints 
this Kingdom, and viſited him; the fight of whom did þ 
affright him, as if ſome Ghoſt had appeared to him, he 
ſaid, his very Heart miſ gave him, and his Conſcience ap 
prehended him, as ſome Preſage, or Meſſenger of a pre 
ſent Vengeance drawing nigh him, His too much Zeal 
and Forwardneſs, both in Introducing and Preſſing ſome 
Church Obſeryations, and in dividing himſelf from the 


Articles of Ireland then Voted to be received, on purpoſe to 
pleaſe ſome Men, who had notwithſtanding (with juſt Cauſe 
| non 
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ow forſaken him; paſſed not without taking notice of a 
aſt Hand in it alſo, and from which he gave good Counſel 
o others SY 
He ackr.owledged he had at divers times many Checks of 
ouſcience, which ſometimes held him two or three Days 
ogether. In times of Sickneſs, or in any Frights or Fears 
W: Death, his Conſcience would be @ very Hell within him; 
Wo that once he had gone ſo far, as to reſolve upon Amend- 
ent, had compoſed in Latin a large Prayer in the Con- 
flion of his Sins, which he repeated to me, and had at 
yeral times uſed it; and for a Fit made ſome Reformation, 
Wt returned again like the Dog to bis vomit. Some Diſcourſes 
om a Tay- man, ſince he came into the Caſtle, had ſome 
ect upon him for the preſent ; but he ſtill endeavour'd to 
ut far from him all Thoughts that might diſquiet him, all 
hich he took notice of, as ſomewhat Comfortable to 
imſelf, that 60 D ever follows ſuch as belong to him with 
Il forts of means, till he brings them to Repentance z 
when neither the ſecret Voice of the Conſcience within, 
or the Admonitions of the World without will move, then 
e uſeth louder Cries to awaken them, Poverty, Diſgrace, 
ay, Deſtruction of the Body, that the Soul may be ſaved in 
be Day of the Lord Jeſus. 

There were many more evident Signs of a true Change 
n him, beſides what I have related. His giving Satisfaction 
o any he had wronged, even in ſmall Matters, His ſending 
dr ſome that were mean Perſons, and asking them For- 
iveneſs, Thoſe whom he had proſecuted too bitterly in 
he High Commiſſion Court, endeavouring to his uttermoſt 
take off their Fines, His Care for the ſatisfying his 
alleſt Debts, His admoniſhing many that came to him, 
ot to preſume by his Example to defer Repentance, who with 
uch Hazard and Difficulty had obtained it. His good 
ounſe] to my {elf I ſhall not forget, according to that 
ommand given to St. Peter, When thou art converted, 
rengthen thy Brethren. For his Family, his Reſolutions | if he 


nu d liv'd to have reform'd it] that they ſhould have been 
did PO D's Seryants, or none vf his: For himſelf, his Intentions to 
n, bſWave given over all Law - buſineſs, and wholly imploy'd his 


ime in Preaching, and the Studies of the Scriptures,which he 
ad neglected, I doubt not, but would have been ſtedſaſt; 
ut, ſaid he, mow 1 hope G 0 D will give me the knowledge of 
beſe Myſteries by ſome quicker way. His giving ſome 
Ums to the Poor, with a Charge to the Party, that i: 
abt not be known from whence it came, were good things 
n him, But more eſpecially it appeared in his pious Let- 


ers 
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ters to bis Wife and Children, hereunto annexed ; the latte 
| of which is moſt worthy of Memory, as Wrote the Night t 
F before his Execution: In the difference of them ſome; 

S what will appear of his Growth in that time, It is ſcar 
x to be believed, in this little ſpace, how much he had read}: 
| in ſome Practical Books of our late Divines. Efſpecial}Mai 
that of Dr. Preſton of GO D's All-ſoſfcieng, and Biſta b. 
Ip Downham of the Covenant of Grace; his converſing witli d 
is | Mr. Fox's Book of Martyrs, in viewing the manner of ſom li, 
| | Godly Mens Deaths, did much animate him againſt hit 
OWN. | nc 
| The Night before, it was a Wonder to ſee his Reſolution 6 
H in taking leave of his Children, and giving them goofWar 
f Counſel, and to one of them the ſaid Leiter; and ſom 
Hours after, his taking his laſt Farewel of his Wife, whiWn' 
| was the more Paſſionate, his Affectionate and Heaven ha 
1 | Councel to her, Comforting and Inſtructing her, was to n be 
5 Admiration, and in Concluſion told her he had Wrote WM 9 
* Letter two or three Days before, which ſhe ſhould receii © 
A about the time of his Execution; which if ſhe obſerved, thei | 
. next Meeting would be in Heaven. Then late at Nig id 
8 he ſent for all the Servants of the Houſe, gave them ſeven" t 
Admonitions with Tears, who all wept, as if they hel 
been his own. His Speech to me, not long before H P 
leaving the Caſtle, is not to be omitted, viz. It tht, 
(ſaid he) if they do not bury me till Sunday, you will 24 129 
t0 Preach then, but 1 pray, ſpeak no good 15 only whi ſe fr 
may abate the Scandal, and be an uſeful Warning to other onf 
he was willing to. That which he chiefly then requeſted i he 
me; as his lait, was, As ſoon as I had ſeen the end of bin ir 
to continue my endeavours for the good of his, in a preſei r. 
Comforting and Counſelling his Wife and Children, who © 
he prayed might with Contentedneſs make the ſame Sandi e 
fy'd Uſe, he had done himſelf. | 
& And now we are drawing nigh the ſaddeſt part of ti v. 
« Story for his Body, but the moſt comfortable for his Si I. 
S© His Sowing-time in Tears ye have heard; now follows L. 
cc Reaping in Foy, of which ſome Sheaves he carried withif Ne. 
« him; being the moſt Memorable Thing in the whe 
© Relation. — 
After he had with great Induſtry and Watchfulneſs d 79 
tain'd ſome Teſtimony to himſelf of his Repentance, 254 
hopes of Mercy, all his earneſt Deſire was, that GO oſe 
would but give him ſome Token of good, in ſealing it WW". 
him, by the Comforts and Love-tokens of his Spirit. * 


had read much of that Foy unſpeakable and glorious, of fl rr 
Li 


- „ h g * e . * by 
* — 1 _ a . * — , 22 1 x . ” 
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ef G 0 D's Countenance, which David valued above 
W the World, heard much of the Conſolations and Refreſh- 
ſomeMWnts of the Soul by the inward Witneſs of the Spirit; 
Mt, Oh! how he thirſted the Day before his Execution, 
have ſome taſte of them, which would fully arm him 
inſt the Fear of Death. He ſaid, he could remember 
BiſholW bi Wut, before his Soul was ſtain'd with Sin, when he 
x wits for a time in ſome Conſcionable way in a certain 
of ſomWligious Family, he had ſome ſhort flaſhes of ſuch — 

Mt was of more worth then all the Joy he had ſince: He 
nowledged he was not worthy of it, and that if GO D 
ſolutia deny it him, yet he — hold the Courſe he had 
Win, that he would never give over begging, till he had 
Mc degree, were it but as imperfe& a light, as the blind 
e, Wins in the Goſpel, who ſaw men walking like trees, and 
eaveniMW had a Promiſe, GO D would not deny bj Holy Spirit 
s to n bem that ask him. And that if he might expect the ful- 
N rote MW of joy not many Hours after, why might he not hope to 
recein ſome firſt Fruits or Earneſt for the Aſſuranee of it here 
d, the be conceiv'd of all Men living he had moſt need, both 
ſdering what he had been, and what he was to ſuffer 
h this his Thoughts were filled wholly, and for which 
eir'd me to Pray with him often, and to aſſiſt him with 
dre H Prayers of others. And after eleven of the Clock that 
ht, I was Witneſs of a moſt affectionate Prayer of his 
„which a Hearer would have thought could not but 
ly whe from ſome Apprehenſion already, and which made me 
onfident as to aſſure him of it. 
eſted he next Morning [being the Day of his Execution ] 
M ſoot: . to me was, O! G 5 D . beard me about 
a or five of the Clock this Morning, for t e of an hour 

Who * 4 1 have bad that — in ad glen? Re- 
Sandi 1ments in my Heart, that I am not able to expreſs, which 
uw believed might be well ſignified by that hidden 
white Stone, which no Man knows, but be that receiveth 
is Sul To uſe his own words, I had ſuch a Weaning from this 

., 1:ght I baue enjoy d all the Contents of it : feb a Truft 
d wil Relying upon G 0 D, in committing my Wife and Children 
> who Caye; Juch Confidence of G 0 D's Love, and Aſſurance of 
don; ſuch a longing to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt; 
1eſs off 70) and inward Cenſolation, as if he bad been in the Suburbs 
eaven already; that (ſaid he) I felt where my Heart lay; 


ce, an | 

0% out of my Bed, and gave GOD Thanks and Praiſe 
X it r nn Knees in the Place where J had begged it: And ſo 
ie. into abundance of Tears, adding, whereas before 7 


Sorrow, now I weer for Foy; and ſo deſir d me, who had 
| . been 


Po — — * — 
* hs 


2. 


* . a — * — . — — l — — 
1 a 0 Py * 
2 £ S? DE. OO 08 0 9g —————_— co . —ů i 


— — —— — D —— 


— — —  — — 2 — 


—— — . 


ũt out of this World, the Happineſs of Heaven, by what 


the beatifical Viſion in the Fruition of GO D's Preſen 


he was much raviſhed, and fell into a long continued wee)i 
from this uſt, that he ſhould have offended one that k 


. 
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been a Petitioner with him, to kneel down with otl 
preſent, and ſolemnly give G 0 D Thanks with him for j 
and pray for a Continuance of it to his laſt 5 which Ten 
of his, coming from ſo cheerful a Countenauce, moyed 
more than all before, For Confirmation of his ſaid riſing oy 
of his Bed, his Man's Teſtimony is evident, who — 
Morning by Break of Day to the Chamber-door, and beo 
he knocked, looking through the Key-hole, ſaw him in h 
Shirt by his Bed- ſide upon his Knees for a quarter of 
Hour ; and as ſoon as he came in, with a ſmiling Coun 
nance, brake out to him into the like fore-named Expreſſio 
what a ſweet Night he had enjoy'd, &c. and adding, J 
had been in a ſlumber, it might have been a deceit, but [1 
full waking as nom: He ſeemed to be in ſuch a Rapture, t. 
his Servant, as he told me, was aftoniſhed at it, expeRi: 
then to have found him moſt diſconſolate. 

To another of his Friends, [who had told him the Nig 
before of that known Story in the Book of Martyrs, 
who after much Prayer, wanted Comfort, till he ſaw t 
Stake, who had alſo deſir d him (as that Martyrs Friend 
done him) whenſoever he ſhould find any to declare it, 
it at the Place of Execution it ſelf, ] as ſoon as he ſaw hi 
this Morning, his firſt ſalute with great Exultation was, 
the ſaid Martyrs words to his Friend, o, be js come ! be 
come telling him alſo what GO D had done for t Sc 

After this we fell into many Heavenly Diſcourſes « 
cerning the State of the Soul after Death, the Tranſlation 


ſhall be rid of, by what we ſhall be perfected in, the Ca 
pany we ſhall be admitted into, not only to the Spirits: 
juſt Men, but to the Society of glorious Angels; concerriſf ini 


the ſight of our Bleſſed Saviour, Oc. in the thought of whi 


prepared ſuch ineſtimable things for him, which he n 
thirſted to enjoy. 

Then he deſir d the Priſoners of the Caſtle might be cal 
together, to take his laſt leave of them, to whom (as het 
done formerly) he would once more read the Morning & 
vice, Which I was the more willing to, were it but to p 
feſs the Faith and Religion he dyed in before many Nine 
againſt the expected Calumny of the Adverſaries, if a 
extraordinary Good ſhould appear in him at his laſt, 1 
Pſalms he choſe were ſuch as are uſually read at Burials, f 
Leſſon the 15. of the 1ſt Ep. Cor, fome Prayers he ſeled 
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ut of the Viſitation of the Sick, the two laſt Prayers at the 
Burial, with other Paſſages in it, and elſe-where ; which 
ith ſome Alterations and Additions, he turned very apt 
or himſelf, and fo with the like Advice he had given to 
thers, took leave of them. And now, ſaid he, as GOD 
ath refreſhed my Soul, I will a little refreſh my Body, the 
tetter to enable me to ſpeak at the Place of Execution, 
which was to be about three Hours after; and fo called for 
little ſalt Butter and brown Bread, and the ſmalleſt Beer, 
yery little of which he eat, as his laſt, chearfully hoping at 
ight to be invited to the Supper of the Lamb in Glory. 
When the time drew nigh, and he heard the Noike of 
he People gathering; for a quarter of an hour, he told 
ne, his Heart began to quiver, and his natural Affection 
ni Tears to yearn upon his Children, which he was 
leaſed ſtill to find within him, confidering that Grace, 


of! 
| for i 
1 Te 
ved 
ing ou 


Nie bo it be Supernatural, yet doth not dry up Nature, He 
of fffÞomplained that his former Comfort did abate in the 
ſaw tWrength of it; but he truſted, that G OD in whoſe Cuſtody 
end Has the Key of the Spirit, whoſe Act it is only to open and 
it, ut, had reſerved it for him for that Place and Time, 
aw li here he ſhuuld have moſt need. Yet not long after he 


cover d a great degree of Chearfulneſs again, repeating 
e 1 ke Mic laſt Veri in the 42. Pſalm (which he had uſed to read 
ten) and ſaying, now the Sheriff ſhould be a welcome Meſ- 
ger, and ſo continued. Some tew things he had about 
im, he then diſpoſed of, as Tokens of Remembrance to his 
riends; His Gloyes, Staff, Girdle, Books, about ſeven 
Dor eight of ſome pious Devotions, he gave and ſent to di- 
ers with his Name inſcribed ; and his laſt A& after he was 
inion'd, was giving me his Seal-Ring off his Finger, with 
ch affectionate Expreſſions, as draws Tears from me in 
he now remgmbring it. More I might add, but thus 
uch may ſuffce; to declare his Repentance, and the Fruit 
it, in the Caſtle before his Execution. 
Now the Sheriff of the County [ a Papiſt ] was come 
d receive him, the two Sheriffs of the City with a great 
ompany of Halberis to aſſiſt him. At Chriſt-Church (ac+ 
erding to his Deſire) toll'd his Paſſing-Bell, the whole 
own and Caſtle ſo throng'd, as was never the like ſeen 
hat if there had not been a Coach allow'd him, it would 
e been impoſſible to have gone through. And here I 
aſt not forget the hard uſage of the Sheriff in ſome croſs 
allages, which after all this his Preparation, might have 
roved a Diſtraction to him, tho! it did not z his intentions 
Il not judge, yet whole Inſtrument ho was I may con- 
| C 3 celve, 
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tion, for which I went my ſelf betimes that Morning t 
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drawing, he deſir'd us that were there to join with il 


. beſet him at once, We all kneeled down, but ſuch 
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ceive. The Night before, he had deſir d the Favour | 
might not be Pinion'd *till he came to the place of Exen 


the L. C. Juſtice of the King's Bench, and Fuſtice Creſſyllf | 
both of them & relation of the change found in 15 it 
readily granted it, and ſent a Command by me to thy 
Sheriff; but he refuſed, and notwithſtanding would hay: 


him Pinion'd in his Lodging. Again, I ſent one to t 
Inns, who preſently brought a Command under the L. 
Chief Juſtice's Hand, with the Conſent of all the Judg 
then being at Dinner; this alſo he diſobey'd ; for his pn 
tence in the Security of his Perſon, one of the Sheriff 
the City oſſer d Body for Body, and aſſured him that wit 
ſuch a Guard, and by fitting himſelf in the Coach wi 
him, there could be no Danger of an Eſcape, For him 
(howſoever his Friends thus ſtirred for him) he was « 
tented, and long before the Sheriff came, told me he y 
very ſorry he had moved me in any ſuch buſineſs, _— 
Speech, Our Saviour carried bis Croſs in the way, 
ſhould I deſire to be freed? When he had pulled off 
Morning Gown, he preſented a ſtrong black Rib 
which he had provided on purpoſe for the more Decer 
and in caſe it ſhould not be thought ſtrong enough, a bla 
Girdle was offer d, or any other; the Sheriff refuſed 
and bad him bound with a three penny Cord as à ci 
ue, and would have had the Hang- man, or ſome 0 
baſe Fellow come in and done it, Nay, he would have 
one to fit in the Coach behind him, to have held him 
the Cord alſo, but the Conſtable of the Caſtle would 
ſuffer him. Theſe things being very ſuſpicious, if not 
parent, out of Malice, I feared might have diſturbed 
Charity (as it enraged moſt of the ſtanders-by) but as 
as I put him in Mind of ſome former Diſcourſes, that | 
migbi be the Devil's Interruption, and Proſecution of him, 
a way unexpected: He apprehended it fully, and ſo u 
the Sheriff, that it moved him not, and that he lool 
farther than him in it; prayed GOD to forgive hi 
and that for his part he did -heartily, and would 
for him before he left the Chamber. The Sheriff wi 


once more in Prayer to G O P, for his ſpecial Aſſiſt 
againſt all forts of Enemies, that he expected now wall 


powerful, excellent Prayer I ſcarce eyer heard, ſo that 
wept with him. And after ſome comfortable Speeches 
us, and hope that once more before he dy d, he ſhould ba. 


— 
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Return of the ſame meaſure of Comfort, he had enjoyed 
e laſt Night, the Sheriff came in again, and received 


ni m. | 3 

Cre In the Coach with him rode one of the Sheriffs of the 
in hinMity, the under Sheriff of the County, his own Man and 
> y ſelf. At his Entrance he ſaid, This puts me in mind of 
11d hab's Chariot, he was carried to Heaven in. When he ſaw 
> to tie Throng, ſays he, I am made a ſpetacle not only to Men, 


I bope to Angels alſo, who are attending to receive my Soul. 
he — he Fene there in finging Pſalms (one of which 


his pus the 23.) private Ejaculations; now and then Speeches 
1eriffs us concerning the parting of the Soul from the Body, 
hat vie carriage of it by the Angels, the Vanity of this World, 


at his Care was near at an end, Cc. And to feed his 
_ with ſuch things as were ſeaſonable, I read now 
d then ſome comfortable Paſſages out of the Pſalms, 
ich he would gloſs upon to his own Application, When 
came upon the Bridge, and through the Curtains of 
e Coach diſcerned the Gallows with the People gathered, 
aid unto me, There js my Mount Calvary, from which I 
xe to aſcend to Heaven, When he came to the Place of Ex- 
tion, there were three things which might have diſturb d 
n; The Firſt, was a Fellow got upon one end of the Gal- 
ws, deriding him and interrupting him when he began 
ſpeak, whom he anſwer'd not, but patiently bore it, and 
dceeded. 2. The breaking of his Foot-man's Head 
hom he loved, who had run by the Coach fide, and dili- 
ntly prefſed nigh to attend ] by one of the Sheriffs of the 


yvould Mfity, unknown, by laying about him to make room; who 
F not Wien he ſaw him with the Blood running down his Face, 
urbed Wt be moaned him only, and deſir d me that he might be removed 
ut as f of bis fight. 3. In the concluſion of all, as he was 


ady to go up, one called to him about ſome Papers and 
aſes, whom the very ſtanders by cried down, as very 
eaſonable. All which I could eafily think the common 
ze looklWemy might have a hand in to diſtract him. When there 


ive hi a ſilence made, he ſtood up, and made a large and ele- 
2uld pt Speech, ſubſtantial and ſententious; and I know it 


as not fram'd before, for the Matter he had indeed re- 
ved upon, but the Form he put to his preſent Expreſſions 
ere: I had indeed adviſed him to Pen it, leaſt the fight 
Death might then Diſtra& him; but his Anſwer was, 
* would put his truſt in GOD, whom, he hoped, would nat 
bim in that Laſt At, and was confident, Death would not 
zeeches urb him. 
ould ba To relate the Speech it ſelf, unleſs I could remember ex- 
| | actly 
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which deſerved it, yet it could not ſink into him, that 
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actly his own Expreſſions, would be but injuring hi 


His entrance was to this purpoſe, Gentlemen, My firſt ti: 


Iutation to you is, GOD bleſs you, and GOD ſave you, In 
I defire you t0 pray the ſame for me: I am, I think, the ¶ co 
of my Profeſſion that ever came to this ſhameful End, au 
pray GOD I may be the laſt : You are come hither 10 fue 
Comedy turn d into a Tragedy, a miſerable Cataſtrophe of M1 
Life and Actions of Man in this World, &c. p 

In fine, He acknowledged the Juſtice of the Law of Mihr4: 
as GO D's in condemning him, who, as he had not WM: 
ſerved, ſo he deſir d not to live. He obſerved the ſpedih 
Hand of GO D throughout the whole buſineſs, both Mr 
the Witneſſes, the Jury, the Judges, and in 1 kn 

1. IntheW:tneſſes and 1 they were ſuch us | 
of bis Bread, came daily as Friends to bis Table; ſome Ire 
them were at Dinner with him the Day before the Coffin 
plaint was put in againſt him in Parliament. 

2. The Jury, howſoevyer he believed they were hows 
Gentlemen, and went according to their Conſciences, ect 
the Evidence was not ſo clear, but they might have per 
at it; but he ſaid it was Digitus Dez, the Juſtice of vii o. 
he fully and ſolemnly acknowledged to a Friend of hi w 
that inſtant, he heard the Jury had returned him Guilithe 
tho? he deny'd then [as he did now] the main _ eiy 
the Inditement, which the Law laid hold of, and wilta: 
hath been ſince confirmed by the Confeſſion of his N 
Accuſer, at his Execution alſo, yet in his own Conſcie vat 
applauded and magnified G O D's Juſtice in it; andi wa: 
burn'd a bundle of Papers, which he wrote out of Li N 
books in his own Defence, | 8 in 

3. In the Judges, of whom he ſaid, tho* ſome were the 
againſt him, he imputed it only to their Zeal againſt VI. 


Law he could have been deny'd his Council; that wi 
he had pleaded in ſome Errors in the Inditement, he 
ceived was Reaſon ; But G O D's Hand was in it, and 
moſt willingly ſubmitted to it, all things in the end 
turned to his good. 

4. In the infatuating of Himſelf: For his chief Accu 
he ſaid he could have ſent into England, and had | 
Indited for being concern'd in a Robbery there, eaſily in 
time have out-law'd him, and ſo his Teſtimony had b 
void. For the Jury, he could have accepted againſt 20 
leaſt, and ſo however have put it off *till the next 
before which he might have had other Thoughts : 
Fore-man of the Jury he knew was out-law'd alſo; 
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ng lle things he - conceived, he might have done lawfully 
fin Mihe Pleading what he could for his Life, yet omitted 
m; the Cauſe (he ſaid) was both the height of his Spirit, 
Corning to ſtoop to ſuch poor Shifts and Protractions, and 
Confidence he had there would be no need: He had 
ed ever too much to his own Wit and Expreſſions, 


b which *till now in any thing that ever he had at- 
pted, he had not miſ-carried and that he ſhould be 


of M nfatuated in this buſineſs, that fo nearly concerned him, 
not ¶ took it to be GO D's Hand evidently, which he now 
e ſpeiſi only patiently yielded to, but with Thankfulneſs 
both Wbraced. | 

elf, Nad thus much he thought fit to ſpeak concerning thoſe 
ch as Wings he was juſtly Condemned for; he confeſſed there 
ſome re divers other heinous Sins he had Committed, the de- 


ing of which Publickly, would rather increaſe the 
ndal he had given, than repair it; and therefore he 
ught it not requiſite : For thoſe, he ſaid, he had re- 


nces, ¶Nected them between GO D and himſelf, ard heartily 
ave HMpented of them; that he had revealed them with a 
of wiWrowful Spirit to me there preſent, to whom he had opened 
of bi whole Life, from his Youth *till now, as to his Ghoſtly 


ther, without any Extenuation or Concealing, and had 
Weived Comfort; for which as GOD had given Re- 
- WiiWtance, ſo he truſted, Forgiveneſs, He acknowledged 
his d Ng lect of publick Preaching,and Catechizing in the Church, 
vate Prayers in his Family; for which Sins of Omiſſion, 
was juſtly given over to the Sins of Commiſſion : For 
of La Negled of the Commandments of the Firſt Table, let 
into the Breach of the Second. That he had come 
che Sa.rament, and adminiſtred it with his Sins upon 
. His roving Thoughts at Divine Service and Sermon, 
h divers others, G. And here he declared à very 
at Wilervable Paſſage, not many Years agone : He had a 
pzerous long Sickneſs, when being ſenſible of the former 
glect of his Paſtofal Charge, made a ſolemm Vow to GOD, 
Wt if he ſhould recover, he would diligent both in 
aching and Catechizing every Sunday. After his Recover 

f Accu fel] out, that the firſt time he went to Church wit 

had intent to have began, the Judges of Aſſize were at 
Wtcrjord; and then a Thought aroſe within him, that if 
W !hculd now enter upon that Practice which he had not 
d before, it would be imagined, he did it for fear of 


ext Im; and ſo deferring it that Day,neyer did it afterwards. 
ts: v ſoon after this, be obſerved he grew worſe than before, 
alſo; 4 fo fell into thoſe Vices, which had brought him to 


this 
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this ſhameful End. 7, ſaid he, broke with GOD, and G1 
withdrew his Grace from me, I forſook him, and he left 

20 my ſelf ; which he applied to others of his Proſeſſion, 
being warned by his Example. Again, he had then 4 
Prayed, that if when he came to Health, he ſhould { 
back from his Vow, GOD would ſend ſome hear 


| 3 upon him than ever he had yet felt, that mi 


ubdue his ſtubborn Diſpoſition, Little did he then thi 
of this particular; but now he verily believed, it was f 
Fruit of that Wiſh and Breach, and ſo gave GOD Thar 
for it, as the only Means to bring him h me | 
He confeſſed he had been Guilty of over; reaching M 
and that if his Eſtate 12 be continued to his Wiſe, ih 
had given Charge for Satisfaction to be made: T 
notice of the Juſtice of G O D upon him, who had k 
merly ſo thirſted after a Name and Fame; it was now gin 
him, but a Name of Infamy, which he deſir'd might n 
only upon himſelf, and not be imputed to his Profeſli 
He declared he heartily forgave all thoſe that had a hand 
his Proſecution, and that they ſhould hear him preſent 
Pray for them, And in concluſion, asked me, if I cou 
remember any thing elſe fit for him to declare, and 
would do it; who at that inſtant, not calling to mind all 
more, he deſir'd the People to Pray for him and with hi 
that GOD would magnike his Mercy in forgiving fo gre 
a Sinner. Then reading the 38, 42, & 51. Pſalm, 
deſir d them again to join with him in Prayer, that GO 
would give him a further Aſſurance of the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, by the inward Comforts of his Spirit, and aſſiſt h 
ſtill againſt the Fear of Death in this his laſt Act. We 
kneeled down with him, but ſuch a moving Prayer did 
neyer hear, never was I compaſſed about ſo with Tear 
my Life; not bare Weeping, but guſhing out of Te 
which flowed from all that heard him : So that the y 
Papiſts, and ſome Prieſts I ſaw, who kneeled down 
wept alſo: The Sum of it was a Confeſſion, and Ag gravati 
of his Sins, a begging of Mercy, that bis Soul might be bal 


zn the Blood of Chriſt, à ſealing of it ito bis Conſcience byi © 


Comforts of bis Spirit; to forgive all that were his Ene mies 
this buſineſs,and to give them Repentance that had Sinned mi 
bim; that his Penitency might be a means to abate the Sia 
dal, that he might be aſſiſted againſt the Aſſaults of Satan, 
Weakneſs of his corrupt Nature, now in this laſt Act of Dea 
Prayed for a Bleſſing upon his Majeſty and his Domini 
for bis Wife and Children, and ſo commended his Soul to Gl 


with a Conſ dense of a happy Change preſently, &c. After 


ud 60 
left 


WW th: Town-Clerk 
„ef that Town, 1 


nim Church, tbo differing from me in Points 
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defir'd me to ſing the 116 Pſalm, which for the Peoples 


21 


tter joining with him, I read, Not long after it was 
zun, he whiſpered one of his Friends that Rood by him, 


Pray for me, that G0 D do not withdraw bis Spirit a 
r inſtant, and preſently the Tears trickled down his 
geeks, with the continuance of which, I obſery'd him , 


erwards to ſing the Pſalm throughout; the Subject of 
aiſe and Joy, it might poſſibly ariſe from ſuch Spiritual 
Wmforts, as he had dated the Night before, and in his 


ayers had craved again, which appeared in his Un- 
ntedneſs of Spirit, now entring into the Jaws of Death. 
hen the Palm was done, he roſe up and ſaid, I think I 
Waterford bere, if he be, or any 
defire them to commend me t0 my 
iobbours there; that I have taken notice that none of the 
of Religion, 
a hand in this Complaint againſt me, tho they bad as much 
e as others; for which I concerve I owe them thanks. 

Inother thing is concerning my Burial : It is uſual indeed 
them of my Profeſſion to be buried in the Church, but I 
given charge to the contrary ; if they will bury me in 
Church-yard, it is more than I have deſerved; for my part 
would be contented it. were in the bottom of the Sea, where 1 
ht never be remembred. And now I have done; only 
e me leave to be at ſome Private Prayers, wherein I ſhall 
re you in your Thoughts to join with" me, in praying G 0 D 
aſſt me at this inflant; and ſo kneeled down for a 
le ſpace, as did the Company near him alſo; When 
aroſe, he {aid chearfully, Now 1 am ready, and took 
e of them that were near him, Man by Man, taking 
m all by the Hands, with ſuch Speeches as theſe, I dread 
Death, G 0 D ſend us 4 meeting in Heaven, I am 
going be fore you. The whole Company wept abundantly, 
| my ſelf had moſt Cauſe at his laſt moſt AﬀeRionate 
preſſions. Then he put off his -Morning Gown, Hat, 


black Cap, and called to his Man for his other Cap 
KHandkerchief. 


Wider, he turned with a {ſmiling Countenance towards the 


When he was ſetting Foot on the 


riff of the County [ who all this time of his Praying 


u linging of Fſalms, had ſat by on Horſe back with his 


it on his Head, giving no Reverence at all? and ſaid, 
aſter Sheriff, Vil you not take leave of your Friends, when 
ſhall never ſee them again? What, not one Word from ycu 
this while? GOD forgive zou, and 1 do from my 
ut, that uſage of yours, which might have difirafted me, 
4d not, I have Prayed for Jou even now; and ſo went 


* 
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ch came to m Lodging,and told me there was a Rumour 
WW: Sermon, and an ExpeRation of my ſaying ſomewhat 
him, fo much that the Church was fill'd already to the 
ors, with abundance of Papiſts alſo z upon this ſudden 
W:rning I was earneſtly intreated to ſome ſhort Declara- 
Wo, which according to the Time given me ( howſoever 
derer liked Funeral Commendations, as uſually doing 
re hurt than good) I did obſerve. And now 'n Obedi- 
Wc to ſuch, who may Command me, have farther 
rrged it, as alſo the Sermon, with fome other ſeaſonable 
ditions, which the Shortneſs of the Warning, and Late- 
6 of the Night, would not then permit. 2 Papiſts 
am inſorm d] were much Aſſected both at what they 
ud before from him, and now of him. One who came 
lally thither Wept in the very Church, and was Con- 
ted, And the next Morning, being Sunday, went to 
— Church, heard the Service and Sermon, and ſo 
tinu | 
And this you have heard at once, a Melancholy and a 
ful Relation; hard it is to Judge, which by Friends bave 
Wi Cauſe of, Th Conclude, | | 

Let not the Papiſts 0bje@ this Srandal to our Church; left 
return them fouler Stories from that Holy See, which we 
e no Mind to raiſe. "Ty true, he did Ill, But do we 


ach Men ſo to do? A Church ought not to be Judged by 

0 Lives of a few Profeſſors, but by the Doctrine W * 
xo "Wl it i a Rule moſt advantagious to themſelves. re 
Or s a Judas among i the Apoitles, yet no Diſparagement 10 


Apoſtleſhip, when he was excluded, and into his Office 
Wether Choſen, The inceſtuous Perſon was no more a Scandal 
"Wie Church of Corinth, when he was once put away from 
m. Nay, their Zeal in bs Excommunicat?on, tended 
h to tbeir Honour, let his Execution perfectly approve 
W Church alſo, to be clear in this Matter. 


au leaſt of all, ſhould thoſe that are of bis own Commu- 
„be ſuch hateful Birds, as to defile their own Neſts, by 


puting it as an Aſperſion to the whole Profeſſion ; let him 
bis laſt Reque ſi granted, that the Diſhonour may be 
ried with him; let not the Sin of this one Man, make 
ku Wrath with the whole Congregation, I have-Sinned, 
h David, and done wickedly ; but theſe Sheep what 
we they done? [ and -indeed the former ſort in their 
Weneration are wiſer in this uſually, than the Children of 
ut] When the Sun i Eclipſed, every Man's Eye is upon 
but little do they obſerve it in his Glory, Let there be 
'F* zroſs Offender in the _—_— he ſhall be ever gazed 2 
2 8 


* 


24 Tbe Penitent DEATH 


but they remember not the, many Glorious Martyrs, « 
unblemiſb d Preachers, who have ſhined in that Firmam 
alſo. That the Miſcarriage of one, ſhould like a croſs Line 
« drawn over all the reſt, I ſee little Reaſon, leſs Juſtice, « * 
leaſt Religion at all in it. | 4 
In a Word, Object not his Life to Juſtifie your on 
remember our Saviour's Diſtinction for ſome, What they 
you do, that obſerve, but do not after their Works; Wd, 
| that of St. Paul, Be followers of me, as I am of Chriſt, Wurſe 
— you Remember bis Life, Forget not bis Death; (in Nerve 
£ former indeed the Rod of Aaron was turned into a Serpent! 
but now the Serpent is turned into a Rod again) as the offer 
was Offenſive, ſo let the other be Uſeful ; as the” one made Mercy 
Breach, ſo let the other repair it. -W » 
Tir true, the Dignity of bis Perſon muſt needs fink W ſoe 
Offence the deeper. The Scandal of both hath increaſed me, 
Ignominy of his Death; the Shame of his Death hath occaſaſſit yo 
his Spiritual Life: And if GOD hath ſo forgiven it mend 
Heaven, Why ſhould we upbraid him with it here ? The ud not 
Churches have had ſome Stains, Oh! let the Blot of our 
Life be waſhed out of — Memories by the many Tears ing. 


- —— ad ——ñ—— — — 2 K ©. *. 3 * 4 _—_— — 
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Death ; for which, Bleſſed be G O D, even the Father pre 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be Honour and Glq"; ye 
for ever, Amen. Leim 


2 
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The Letter to his Wife. * 


My dear Wife, 

ARK well the laſt Words of him, who theſe 
twenty .Years and upwards, hath been your Hus- 
ad, and might have ſo continued much longer by the 
urſe of Nature, had not his continued and c ing Sins 
ceryedly drawn this Puniſhment upon him, to be Cut off 


PIY g 


in 
rpenſſÞ0n the living, as unworthy of their Society in this Life. 
be M uffer for my Wickedneſs, which I beſeech GOD in his 
ade N lercy * eſus Chriſt, to forgive me. In my Suſſer- 
- W;, you Suffer both in your Credit and Eſtate, and what 
e ſoever concerns this World. This Advantage you have 
ſed me, I have only left unto me a ſmall time of Repentance; 
caſt you, by G O D's Grace, may have a large time of 
ü nendment, which I would have you improve to the full, 
be Had not-loſe a Minute. Turn unto the Lord your GOD with 
our Heart, Cloath your ſelf with Patience and Thanks- 
ring. I doubt not but GOD will have Mercy on you, 
ther ed prove a Husband to you, and a Father to my Child- 
Gin; yea, I doubt not Fur you ſhall Live with the ſame 


zppineſs, and greater Content, than if I were with you. 
Serve him, he will not fail you. | 

Bring up your Children in the Fear of GOD; that 
ouſhold which you keep, let it be the Servants of GOD. 
Above all things be Hhigent in your Private Prayer; 
ake all your needs known unto the Lord. Undertake 
othing which you cannot find in your Heart to beg a 
leſſing for. wo 

Miſconſtrue not theſe my dying. Advertiſements, which 
xeed (as in the Preſence of G O D) from true Affection, 
at at length I might really give ſome Supply to my for- 
ter Defaults, and put you in a right way he Everlaſting 
omfort, That tho* we part in this World, yet we may 
oy a more happy meeting in Heaven. And after all our 
flictions, be there Partakers of endleſs Bliſs. So Prays, 
id ever ſhall Pray as long as he Lives, 


Your Husband 
John Atherton, 
Caſt not this Paper when you have read it, but keep it 


and peruſe it often, as the Legacy of him who can now 
give no other. 


Jecemb, 1. 1641. 


. 
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GOD, who, as he hath given 


' © nd in your Hearts to crave ſuc 


; who in the End ['tho' it be ſometimes contrar x 


The Letter to bis Children. 


My dear Children, | 


T wasever my Deſire to have ſeen you well preferr' 
but G O D thought otherwiſe, and my Sins woy 
not ſuffer it; which have not only Sentenc'd me 
Death, but bereaved me of that ſmall Worldly Bleſſi 
which I purpofed unto you, as a Patrimony, and Evid 
of my Fatherſy Affection. And how now it will be D 
poſed of, or what ſhare will come to your Lot; I leave 
Body and Soul, ſo 
doubt not but will of his great Goodneſs provide for ye 
Eſtate. What is left unto me, and cannot be taken fro 
me, I Sn impart and Give unto you j not dividi 
amongſt you by Shares and Proportions, but giving eac 
you the Whole; wherein tho* you rp Bane Hhg Bo Wi 
another in my Bleſſing and laſt Council, yet each withe 
— ö 4 the other, may take and challenge the Whole 
er ſelf. | , 1 
Firſt, The Bleſſing of G 0 D the Father, the Son, and 
Holy Ghoft, light upon you, give you a true Knowledge of 
Word,a trueFear of hisWil and a true Faith in hisPromikſ 
Let no Day paſs over you, wherein you do not Call ye 
ſelyes to a Reckoning before Sleep, and make yr 
Peace with GO D for the Offences of the Day. * 
Be Conſtant in private Prayer twice K Day at t. 
leaſt, upon your z and GOD will be a Fatl 
unto you, $0 
Do nothing great or ſmall without firſt craving a Bleſſi 
from GO D, and forbear that, upon which you c: 
h a Bleſſing, * p 
Be Content with whatſoever G O D ſhall afford yt 
Poverty or Riches; take heed ; repine not at his Pleaſu 


Senſe] works all things for the Good of his Children. 
If you Marry, preferr an honeſt Man that Fears GOl 
before all other reſpects in the World. mas 
Be Obedient to your Mother : Love one another; a 
live in hope to enjoy again in Heaven the Company of yo! 
. * 1, i 
| | No ready to Dye, 
Decemb. 4. 1640 ©: 
Yi > John deer 


Caft not away thy looſe Paper, but each of you tale 4 C 
it, and preſerve it by you all the Days of your Cife. 


— 
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The Dignity, Office and Authority of if 
the PrrEsTH 00D; and the 
Latitude of GOD's Mercy to 
Repenting Sinners. 
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As xXXVI. Verſe 17 & 18. 


thee to open their Eyes, to turn them from dark- 
to light, from the power of Satan unto God, 
they may receive forgiveneſs of Sins, &c. 


Iſrael by a Scandalous and Ignominious Death, 
ye all know; of whom this unwonted Confluence 
le, ſpeaks an ExpeRation of ſaying ſomewhat ; For 
to give the leaſt Commendation, would be a Scan- 
he 22 and yet wholly to conceal his Penitency 
death, would be a wrong both to him and you the 
It was indeed his own deſire, there might be 20 
joke of him at all ; but (methinks) that it ſelf, if 
ere no more, is Cauſe ſuthcient to = wo ſomewhat, 
ſort Expreſſion being much included. And Com- 
jon, if ever, is then molt ſeaſonable, when it can 
impute Flattery to the one, nor cauſe a Pride in 
r. Then may be Thought the /eſs Aﬀeited, when 
aiſe would be the leaſt offenſive. And for that we 
ne with in the Relation, r 

Text fits the preſent Occaſion thus; St. Paul is here 
Preach the Goſpel, ſuch was the End of this our 
s Orc ination, but eglefed. Such had been bis 
Vow of latter Years, but broken, The Perſons to 
e. was ſent, were ſuch as lived in Darkneſs, under 
er of Satan: ſuch to have been his Life formerly to 
urches Scandal ij confeſſed. The effec of St. Paul's 
is to open their eyes, to turn them unto GOD ; ſuch 


of Converting others, he had Corrupted them; in- 

opening their eyes, he had ſhut bs 0wn; inſtead of 

others out of —_—_ he had Liv'd in the _— 
0 


HAT there is an Emitent Man this day fallen in 


. 
4 
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d Change to have been lately ſound in him, hath 
de Apparent. And if with theſe he hath obtain d 
cacy of the Means, why ſhould we barr him, from 
the like Happineſs in the End alſo, viz. Fon ive- 
Sins, Tis true be was ſent, and like that Son, 
d he would go into the Vineyard, but went not. 


x 
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| of Darkneſs himſelf; inſtead of turning Men fron 
Power of Satan, he had drawn more Subjects ry 
Notwithſtanding what he was Ordained to have by 
| Inſtrument of inothers, was by G O D's Grace in a 
1 meaſure wrought in himſelf; and if Converſion, why 
not we believe Forgiveneſs? And if Forgiveneſs, B 
neſs ; for bleſſed is the Man whoſe iniquities are forgive 
whoſe Sins are covered, &c, The Ocean of GO D's | 

is able to ſwallow Mountains, as well as Mole- illi, 
Sins as leſs, according to the proportion of Repen 

St. Paul a Blaſphemer yet obtained Pardon. The r 
of the Lord of Life are bad to be Converted, and the; 
ald be blotted out. *Tis true he was at firſt ovel 
wit: Rar; ſo was Noah to the ſaving himſelf by the 

| a 5 
| Gregory Nazianzen was at firſt Converted to Chriſt 
in 4 Storm. Our Saviour in the ſame breath ca 
Diſciples Friends, and yet bids them fear him, for th 
; Kor it ſelf. He came late, ſo did they that went 

| Vineyard at the Eleventh Hour. Manaſſes beg 
Fetters. The Prodigal Son ſaid till he was ftarv' 
forced, Oh let not your eyes be evil when GOD's j 
Where we find his Hand, why ſhould we doubt of his 


If he were turned from the _ of Satan in Repenta 
G OD, no doubt but G 2 in 


ag ng 
n the Text you may obſerve theſe Three Parts, 
Firſt, St. Paul's Miſhon, I ſend thee. 
Szrondly, His Commiſſion in three Branches, 
Firſt, To open their Eyes. 
Secondly, To turn them from Darkneſs 10 Light. 
Thirdly, From the power of Satan unto G 0 D. 
Thirdly, The happy Fruit of both, That they may 
forg i veneſs of Sins. ; 4 
The Hrſt implies our Dig unity. The 2d. our Duty. 
d. our Hearers Bene fit. By this our Brother, the 
bis Arraignment hath been much Diſgraced. The 
in his Life more neglected. And the third at his 1 
GOD's Mercy in him infinitely Magnified. From th 
he * himſelf worthy to be Degraded. For the { 
he had ftrongly Reſolved if he had lived, to have Re 
N And the third was in an extraordinary manner 
| | Conſcience Sealed. So that the three things which art 
| to be handled from the Words, are theſe, 


ä 2 — — —— - $67 Wing. — 
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_ Firſt, The Dignity of Miniſters, to be Chriſt's Meſ 
* | I ſend thee, F | | 
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n fro ondly, T he chief Part of their Meſſage, to be Pr eac her 
8 „le End of which, is the Converting of Men) o open 
have eyes, to turn, &c. ah 
te in ah, The Latitude of GO D's Mercy even to the werſt 
„ why Wen, who by their Preaching ſhall be Converted, tho“ 
eſs, Bl; under the power of Satan, yet ſhall receive er s of 
forgive Sins. In the handling of which ye ſhall find 
) D's as Seaſonable as Profitable ; and throughout I would 
e- helle, nderſtood to be equally Applicatory to Biſhops, as 
Repei inferiour Miniſter s. ; 
he , The Dignity of Preachers, ſent by Chriſt ; their 
ind thei" is like St. John's tiſm, not of Men, but from 
moved». They _ ſay to their Hearers as Moſes to the 
by the es, / AM bath ſent me unto you. And *tis obſeryable 
Chriſi Commiſſion is SeaPd by the Bleſſed Trinity. Firſt, 
ith cally, by the Father, (Matth. 19. ws.) Pray the Father 
for the will ſend labourers, &c. By the Son (Eybeſ. 4. 11.) 
at wen ve ſome Apoſtles, ſome Paſtors, ſome Teachers, &c. By 
ſes begWioly Gholt (As 20. 23.) Over whom the Holy Ghoſt 
ſtarv ve you Over:ſeers. Secondly, jointly, (Matth. 28.) 
7 D's ie, teach all Nations, and baptize them in the name o 
t of his Wther, and 2 Son, and of the Holy Gboſt; and accord- 
epentali a5 St. begins his Revelation with a Salutation 
im in them; ſo St. Paul concludes his ſecond Epiſtle to the 
thians with a Benedition. Hence thoſe honourable 
arts, Ws, by each of which we deny not, is imply'd a ſeveral 
allo (honos C onus) to imply their Holineſs, Men of 
z their Vigilancy, Watchmen ; their Courage, Soldiers; 
Painfulneſs, harveſi Labourers; the Care of their Flock, 
Light. ds; their Wiſdom, Over-ſeers; their Induſtry, Huſ- 
0D. eu; their Patience, Fiſhermen ; their Tenderneſs of 
may ion, Nurſes ; their Love, Fathers, nay, Mothers; their 
4 fulneſs, Stewards; their neceſſary Uſe, in preſerving 
Duty orming of Men, Salt of the Earth, Light of the World: 
the {© Dignity, Rulers, Embaſſadors ; their Eminency, An- 
The Wl fellow-ſervants with them, Co-workers with G OD, 
his NM 5 /:tnefſes, Miniſters, nay, Chriſt's Glory. To the 
om th ers of the Law indeed pertained the Glory (viz.) of 
the (or: and Temple; but theſe are termed the Glory of 
ve e bimſelf, typified by them, whoſe e made the 
inner of the latter Temple, tho” meaner in Building, to exceed 
nich ar ver. The Dignity, done to the Prieſts and Prophets 
the Law, was much; Jebojada the Prieſt marries 
s Mee * Daughter the King. See the honourable Terms 
by Obadiab (the chief of Ahab's Courtiers) to tho 
et Elijah; and 5 from good Kings, 
5 | eo 
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better Teftament, and of a farr more glorious Miniſtra 
Ambaſſadors are uſually reſpected according to the Pr 


rr. W444 0 


* 
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by Infidels. No; ye have mot ſo learned Chriſt, and d 


are there, who ſeem to reverence Chriſt, but like the 


z Biſhop ATHERTON": 
ſea. Joaſh (a bad one) viſiteth Eliſba in ſickneſs, calling | 


my Father, &c. Now by how much the Goſpel excel 
Law, ſo ought the Miniſters to be preferr'd, as being 


they repreſent. St. Paul was ſo received by the Galati 
as an Angel 4 GOD, nay, as Chrift Jeſus, in whoſe 
he moved. And think not this to be any Pride in m 
fying our Calling, St. Paul ſurely was no more ambit 
of Honour, than he was covetous of a Gift; but yet 
he might have ſome Fruit that might abound to their ac 
for their own ſakes, no doubt, he beſeecheth the 
ans, To know thoſe that were over them in the Lord, a 
eſteem them very highly, &c. A high Calling indeed, 
Son of G O D himſelf deſpiſed it not; and let na 
greateſt then think his Son of too high a Birth for it. 
no Argument, that now they ſhould be made the Off 
of the World, becauſe the Apoſtles were ſo; that now 
ſhould be driven to Work with their own Hands (as| 
it may be would be contented with) becauſe St, Paul 
once put to it by neceflity : That now they ſhould ha 
reſpe&, becauſe there was ſo little heretofore 'given t 


ye fill up the meaſure of your Fathers. And yet how! 


mock him in his Word and Servants; like curſed ( 
deriding their Fathers, till the Curſe rebound upon 
own Heads. If like Feremiah, a Miniſter deal truly 
impartially, preſently Devices are laid for him, a Conf 
to [mite him with the Tongue: If he endeavour to dif 
a Man of his evil Spirit, then like Saul to David, a I 
thrown at him, nay, Spears and Arrows of Repro 
even bitter words. If a Reproof, then you take 100 
upon you, ye ſons of Levi. 

Object. We grant the Apoſtles to be ſent of Chril 
what is that to ſuch as are Ordained in theſe Days? 

' Anſw. The difference is only Vocations modo. ( 
calls Paul immediately by himſelf, and he calls Tz-otl 
media ordinaria ; as St. Paul ſpeaking to the Elders 
Church of Epheſus, whom himſelf had ordained, yet 
20, 28.) he tells them the Holy Ghoſt had made 
Over-ſeers; as his Epiſtles may be truly calbd his W 
as being the Pen- man, and yet GO D's too, who w 
Inditer, and in them guided his hand: So the Met 
of the Church are alſo Chriſts, who in his Name 
no other, than zeftzfie they find themſelves inwardly 
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ling WS ly bis Spirit. See both together in that fore-named 
excel .S. 23.) We are the Meſſengers of the Churches, and the 
being WM) of _ as the Man is called the glory of GO D (1 Cor. 
iniſtreM 7.0 and the Woman the glory of the Man. Becauſe as 
be Pr Moon from the Sun, they each derive their Light and 
Galati{hority from them; ſo are theſe fo called here, as re- 
vhoſe ing their Dignity and Commiſſion from Chriſt by the 
in mi rches hand, who in this ſenſe confirmetb the words of bis 
ambiſ ante, and is with them to the end of the World, of which 
at yet e can be no ſurer Seal, than the Ailiſtance of GO D's 
eir actilrit in Converting their Hearers, 


ord 3 * 
indeed. 


let not 


* a two-fold Inſtruction for the Preacher and 
Dp 3 

or the Preacher, 1. A neceſſity of Ordination, Mark 
14. None may take this upon him (be he as wiſe as Solomon 


for it. Maniel) before be be call d of "GOD, as Aaron. How can 
Offs Preach, 1. e. de jure, wnleſs they be ſent, GOD com- 
at now's of ſome, I have not ſent them, yet they ran: I have not 
ds (asien to them, yet they Propheſied. The Labourers tho? able 
t. Paul willing, yet went not into the Vineyard *till they 
uld hae bidden by the Husband-man. They who climb into 
given Office through the Window of their own Pride and 
and difg-conceit, and enter not by this Door, are rather Thieves 
t how in Shepherds. Tis an Obſervation ſome have made of 
ike the hen, why he fell into ſuch dangerous Errors, tho' he. 
urſed an excellent Wit, becauſe he ſo long neglected Orders. 

| upon WF A neceſſity of continuance, if their Miſſion be from 
al trulMWritt, none can then give them a Diſmiſs, but Chriſt. 
a Conſſi ve you ſet your hand to this Plough, there is no looking 
to diff; whatever other impByment' by Man is laid upon 
id, a of this you cannot be unloaden. There may be in- 
ReproWd ſome good Cauſe of a Removal from a Place, even 


the ſame the Colt our Saviour ſent for was looſened,” viz. 
en the Lord hath elſe-where need of you: But I find no 


ake 200 


f ChrilWit of Eaſe in any Place to diſpenſe with the Office. 

Jays? or the People, Firſt, then give them Entertainment ; 
nodo. Apoſtle argues this Caſe largely (Cor. 9.) What Amend- 
Timoiihnt ſoever hath been here of late in ſome places, yet till 
Elders Mnoſt, the Means of the Levite is like the Garments of 
d, yet vids Servants by Hanan King of Ammon, cut off by the 


1 made 
his Wn 
who v 
1e Melſl 
Name ( 


wardly 


ves, But let ſuch conſider the Admonition of Moſes, 
ut. 12. 19. Take heed to your ſelves, they that thus rob 
O D, do but in concluſion rob themſelves, as there are 
Story divers ſuch © Obſervations. Moſes's Prayer for 
z is ill eſſectual (Chap. 33. 11.) Bleſs, Lord, bis 
ance, and ſmite through the Joins of them that riſe 6 


— 


The laſt of each are alike, in a Robbery upon the Chu 


Mouths for Preaching, ard ſo by a diſuſe in time, accor( 
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him, and of them that hate him, that they riſe not 4 
That diſtin&ion of three ſorts of Sacrilege by Peter 

is commonly known, Sacrum de ſacro, non ſacrum de | 
ſacrum de non ſacro, as that of Thomas Aquinas, that it 
be committed againſt three, in Perſonam, in Locum, in} 


Poſſeſſions; where in other Countries it hath been conſe 
to, it is now as much Repented of, tho* too 
Juſtinian makes it a greater Sin than Treaſon, 
ſoever, thou who worthily abborreft Idols, do not thou ct 
Sacrilege. You that ſtand for Chriſt's Word, do not 
caſt lots for his Coat. The Fiſh St. Peter catch'd, cam 
with Money in the Mouth, 9 ſuch as 
truly taken by the Net of GOD's Word, will not grudg 
ſupply the Miniſter in Texporals, who communicates to 
in Spirituals; and what ye yield let it be willingly, 
wrung out by Suits : Such as ſtrzve with the Prieſt an 
counted the worſt of Men by the Prophet, Zoſea 4. 4. 
able and active this our Brother was in the Recoveries of 
Dues, ye all know: But what a Grief now, his ſpendit 
much time in them was, whereby he loſt himſelt, I ki 
The regaining of the Churches Rights he thought migh 
done, but the gaining of Souls, the Rights of Chr: 
chaſed by his Blood, by no means ſhould be left und 
Otten did he apply to himſelf that Speech of a great M 
at his laſt, Had he been as dilige nt to have done GOD ſen 
as be bad done the King, be had kept the King's favour 
So had he been as converſant in the Study of the Gol 
for the inſtruct ion of Men, as he had been in the Law, 
the ſetling of Lands, he had not by the Law fo deſery 
loſt Lands, Body and Eſtate, and all at once, We 
called Fzſhers, not Hunters, Fiſhers of Men, not of 
We are preſt for a Spiritual Warfare, and ſuch entangle 
themſelves with the affairs of this Life. St. Auguſtine's| 
rit is very worthy of imitation, who was hardly dra 
anſwer any Letters for himſelf, or others, that concern d 
worldly matters, only ready for ſuch whoſe Subject was Spiri 
And if at any time he were neceſſitated to it, he though 
much loſt, and returned from it, as @ Priſoner ſet at Lil 
Nay, ſometimes, Gave up bis Right, rather than run 
ſelf into a Labyrinth of Law Contentions, according to 
of our Saviour ( Matth. 5. 40.) The only way the De 
ſometimes put to, for the ſtopping of the Mouths of 
Divines, If he can but get their hearts to cleave 1 
Vorld in ſuits, ſoon cleaves their Tong ne: to the roofs of 
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35 
that threatning in the Prophet to the Idle — 
r arms are dried up, their right eyes utterly darkned, a 
r right hands, with the Plalmift, ets their cunning : 
/ Abilities and Gave periſh alſo. And 'tis certain (how- 
er others have thought the contrary) that as the in- 
tion of the Earth Eclipſes the Moon, ſo theſe Earthlv 
loyments inſtead of Spiritual, hath rather Clouded than 
ed to the Glory of our Function. 
econdly, Then give them Audience, Obedience: I put 
together, as indeed they ſhould never be ſever'd. 
rſt, Audience, the denying of which to the Ambaſſador 
e meaneſt Prince on Earth, is accounted the higheſt 
gnity. Ob, ſee then ye refuſe not him who ſpeaks from 
ven, Say ever in this ſenſe with Samuel, Speak, Lord, 
ervant bearetb. And when ye do, let it be with i- 
on; not to have your Mind roving about ſome other 
ter, your Tongues whiſpering in anothers Ear (a fault 
our Brother publickly acknowledged in himſelt.) And 
it be alſo with Reverence. Remember tis the voice of 
D, and not of Man, as one obſerves of that Speech of 
the Baptiſt, Ego ſum vox in deſerts. John was the 
but GOD the Speaker ; as Holy Men were the Per- 
of the Scripture, but GOD the Inditer. Balaam 
Balak ariſe. Eglon of himſeH, roſe up from his Throne 
n Ehud ſaid he had a Meſſage from GOD to him, If 
gave this outward Reverence, let us add an inward Re- 

e and Fear alſo. Secondly, give them Obedience, the 
er is but the ſhel, the ſhadow, this is the ſubſtance. 
indeed give us the Hearing, but very few in that 
tis uſually taken in the Prophets, viz. Obeying, Re- 
ber we are GOD's Meſſengers. Great Mens Intreaties 

ommands: Our Commands from G0 D are but 
aties, GOD doth beſeech you by us, we pray you in 
ts ſtead; unbeard of, that a King ſhould Petition to 
dubjects; And yet who of you Yields? Who Obeys ? 
drians ſay, that Men's lives were never worſe, than 
the ſeven Wiſe Men lived. It would be ill News it 
uld be fo with us, ſince the long continuance of the 
lom of the Word among us. However as our Saviour, 
ay we ſay unto you alſo, We have not ſpoker of our 
„ but the Father which hath ſent us, he gave us @ Command 
we ſhould ſay, and what we ſhould ſpeak: And the 
d which we have in G OD's Name ſpoken, and not 
d, ſhall riſe in Judgment againſt you in the laſt Day. 
not the * tence of this particular Perſon, to palliate 
own, Lt his Self- Condemnation prevent ycurs, his 
| Ex- 


Law, 
deſeryt 
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Exhortation to others, be yours. He was a Prodigal, 
returned; once loſt, but now found; and if the Father 
remitted it, let not his Brethren be offended at it. 
ſo much for the firſt Part of the Text, St. Paul's Mil 
I ſend thee. 

Now the Second Part of this Text concerns St. 
Commiſſion, in a Word of Information, To open their eyes 
a Word of Application, To turn them, tc. (the two n 
ſary parts of a Sermon.) Before you heard our Dignity 
we will confeſs our Duty, and *tis this Latter that mut 
port the Former. And for this, we ſhall conſider it 

ways, as it may concern this our Brother. 
Firſt, Actively, as being his Duty towards others. 
Secondly, Paſſtvely, as having been eſſectual in him 
In the Firſt, I ſhall but perform the Vill of the 1 
who had intended at the Place of Execution to have n 
a large Exhortative Speech, to the diligent ee 
Function in Preaching and Catechizing ; but that he the 
few of his Proſeſſion would be there, and the Papiſts 
might be the moſt) would but deride him, and ſo om 
it. Only he declared how the Neglect of it, was 
greateſt Grief; and for the breach of bis Vow, in which | 
perſuaded (as a juſt puniſhment) GOD left bim to hin 
whereby he came t0 his ſhameful End; for this Sin of Omi 
be obſerved GO D's Juſtice in giving him over to Si 
Commiſſion, according to that of the Apoſtle, (Row. 1 
24, 26) And as this Subject is ſeaſonable in regard d 
particular, ſo is it aeceſſary in regard of the Times ne 
in General. When Preaching is ſo undervalued, fo ſlig 
as if it were too mean for the Dignitaries and Fath 
our Church, and only left as the Refuſe of our Office fo 
| _ Miniſters. And let me not be miſ upderſtoo 
if in the words of St. Paul, I had ought to accuſe my N 
or Profeſſion of: Or, with Cham had a deſire to diſc 
Fathers nakedneſs. No; only let me magnifie their | 
and in this our Brothers ſtead, incite nem unto 
whereby their Dignity with Man here, and their C 
with GOD hereafter may, be continued, 

The Sum of the Apoſtles Commiſſion, you ſee he 
Preaching, which we ſhall according to the Text, cc 
firſt in it ſelf, and then its ſeveral Parts. | 
- * Firſt, In the General, from the Sum of the Apt 
Meſſage, obſerve this, viz. That Preathing and Conv 
the Souls of Men, of all the As of the Miniſtry is the 
Apoftolical. For farther Proof, ſee 1 Tim. 2. 7. bo 
together, I am ordained a Preacher, and an Apoſtle, a I 


— 
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; he Gentiles, &c. The very ſame Words again (2 Tim. 
16a), | ©.) in both, ſee how the Apolileſhip is Kip ted on 
ther Mn ſde with this imployment. Tis 'preferr'd before the 
2 WM miniſtration of Sacraments (1 Cor. 1. 17.) Chris ſent 
5 2" wt (3. e. not ſo much) to. Baptige, but o Preach the 

jel, Nay above Miracles, Gifts of Tongues, Govern- 
St, ! t, &c. See 1 Cor. 12. 28, 29. GOD hath ſet in the, 
egg ., fit Apoſtles, ſecondly Prophets, thirdly Teachers, after 
two nl Miracles, then gifts of Healing, Government, diverfities 
gn Tong ues, &c, Now wherein hath it ſo offended, that 
Gra ly it ſhould be compelPd to take the loweſt room ? 


Tis a Speech of Gregory, We account thoſe to bear the J. 
pe of the Apoſtles, who are Preachers. And if ſo, why 
r we no more of it from him, who boaſts his See to be 
y Apoſtolical, who hath not been known ſo far to diſparage 
ſelf theſe many Hundred Years, The more we draw 
in it, the nearer we ſhall draw to him. There were 
ein the Church of Eybeſus, that ſaid they were Apoſtles, 
were not. Let this one ching be their Tryal, which if 
itted, the former would be Boda Liar. SDS 
ow if Preaching be the maſt Apoſtojical, certainly this 
cluton following muſt be undeniable, viz. Then the moſt 
copal, whoſe Succeſſors they are, For which, who. 
ws not that (in 1 Tim. 3. which St. Hierom well 
> S:culum Sacerdotii) the prime Quality of a DiSop is to 
JUN Jr, f. E, not only able and fit, but apt and ready 


t. The like, Tit. 1. 9. Thomas Aquinas could ſay, 
4 


Preaching was the mod principal and proper At 
p; and accordingly applies eight Titles to them, that 
ly that labour. 8 o proper to a Biſhop, that before 


ach in the Preſence of a Biſhop ; at leaſt it was againſt 
Cuſtom of the Africk Church, We read Valeria then 


| 2 op of Hippo was mach cenſured by other neighbouring 

N on op,, that he ſhould permit St. Auſtin, being then but 
we esbyter, to Preach ſooften before him, and not to do it 

A*. ſelf, and yet theres was ſome Reaſon for it: Valerius 


ga Grecian, was not ſo perfect in the Language as 
luſtin was. And from bus Example it began firft that 
byters got the honour to preach the word of GO D inthe 
0s Preſence, Which former Cuſtom howſoever St. 
om from another ground pleads much againſt, as infer» | 
that the Biſhop ſhould delight to hear ſuch of bis, own 
tion to perform their Office. Yet he acknowledgeth it 
ve been the Cuſtom then alſo, But to return to St. Au- 
ne; When he was made 1 Biſ:op, did he then give 0 
e over 


> 


Auguſtine's time it was not uſual for a Presbyter to | | 
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Andrew Fiſhing, or with James and John amending their 
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St. Auguſtine, ho many Hereticks he had a daily contentio! 
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over? No; then tis ſaid he Preached much more than he 
did before, whereſvever he came, whenſoever asked. The 
like of St. Ambroſe (by whoſe frequent Preaching, St. Au 
ſtin himſelf was Converted) the introduction into whoſe 
firſt Sermon after his Election, was the affirming this to be 
h proper and neceffary Function. St, Chryſoſtom call 
Preaching, Omnium bonorum ſumma, and according to his 
own. practice would have a Biſhop Preach every Day, with 
whom ye have often cras & heri, as if he were rather : 
daily Preacher, than a weekly, St. Hierom's Speech, 
Biſhop ſhould be for the Church, as *tis ſaid of Moſes and 
Aaron for the Tabernacle, they departed not from it, always 
either Preaching or Studying for it; either with Peter and 


Nets. Well, methinks, when I read of St. Paus Charge for 
this particular to Ti-0tby, the firſt Biſhop of = thy ome 
Parochial neither, 1 Tm. 4. 1. and a fickly Man too, 
and in what high Terms he gives it. I charge thee, before 
GOD and the Lord Jeſus Chrif, who ſhall judge the quick ani 
the dead at bis appearing, and in by Kingdom, preach beet 
Word, be inſtant, &c, It ſhould make many a Man's Eater. 
ta tingle, that hath wholly Neglected it; the like you have A 
ain (Tim. 6. 13.) | | „ dw 
For 'Excuſes, if a not being bound to any particula din 


Charge be pretended, let them conſider St. Paul's free man 


Preac ing, which he ſo much Glories in, (1 Cor. 9. 19. hort 
tho? he were free from all, yet had voluntarily made himſelſii prie 
ſerviceable to ſome, *Tis poſſible for ſome urgent Cauſe, 
the Maintenance out of one Place may be 9 ed for the 
upholding GO D's Service in another. Like St. Paul (2 
Cor. 11. 8.) who ſaith, be had robbed other Churches, takin 

es of them, to do the Corinthians ſervice for it, But, ucon 
be wholly Idle in all places, is Robbery indeed, If Im. 
ployment in Government be alledged for an Exemption, It 
them again think of what St. Paul ſaith of himſelf (Upon 
whom came daily the Care of all the Churches) 1 Cor. 9. 
16. Tet neceſſity is Iaid upon me, and woe unto me if Ipread 
not the Goſpel, and Paul aged too, If diſputing and wry 
ting, Ce. be produced (as the beſt) for à Diſpenſation; 
let them ſtill remember it was St. Pauls work alſo; ſo be 
writing not a little, So Diſputing daily with the Jem ce 
and Greeks, Apollos and Barnabas did the like with then, 
falſe Apoltles, St. Peter with the falſe Teachers, St. Jeb, 
confutes Antichriſtian Doctrine, and for convincing Gain eri 
ſayers none are freed from. Sce but what is Recorded o 


with 
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n be wich, Aria," Manichees, Pelagians, Donatifts (one of which 
The WI vas Converted only by a Digreſſion in his Sermon) againſt 
whom, and of divers other Subjects he wrote ſo much, that 
if all were extant, he that writes his Life ſaith, The greateſt 
Student would have bis fill in reading of them only. Vet not- 
withſtanding, how did he labour in a conſtant Preaching to 
his laſt 3 and the like might be related of divers others. 

So that no pretence whatſoever can excuſe them from 
the performance of this Function, to what Dignity ſoever 
:dvanc'd, what Burthen ſoever Travelling under, I have 
often wonder' d at that in Fothajr's Parable, that. when 
ſome of the og rye deſir'd to 1 _ 2 
the Oli ve, ould I leave my fatneſs, with by me 
they hows COD and —— — = Fig · tree, 

pald I leave my ſweetneſs and my good Fruit, &c. and go to 
be promoted — the Trees? Why ſhould Promotion — 
others, make Men barren in themſelves? Could they not 
bear Rule, and bear Fruit together ? Twas but a Parable, 
and let it be ſo till, without any farther Application; only 
let none of us having a Talent, be like the unprohtable 
Servant in hiding it. 

And in Concluſion, let me be but your Remembrancer, 
of what hath been ſo ſolemnly and publickly Vowed at Or- 
dinat ion and Conſecration, and ſuch a Profeſſion before 
many Witneſſes ought to be of no light eſteem. The Ex- 
bortation to Preaching before the receiving the Order of 
Priefthood, the obligatory Promiſes upon demand for it, 
the Words of Ordination it ſelt, the ſolemn Delivery of the 
Bible, with a Charge to Preach ; this being the Sum of 
the Office, why retain we the Name without Executing it? 
Ind are not the ſame, with other Additions renewed at the 
onſecration of a Biſhop ? As the Epi e, ſo the Choice of 
he Goſpel, for that occaſion, viz. St. Peter charg'd three 
imes by our Saviour, F be loved bim feed his Sheep, bis 
ambs, had its meaning. The ſpecial Prayer at the 
onſecration tends the ſame way, The 
Bible as before, and opened with a Charge again to be 
lligent in Teaching, in giving heed io Exhortation, and 16 
Dotrine, thereby to ſave himſelf, and thoſe that hear bim } 
o be a Shepherd, and not a Wolf ; to ſeek the loft, &c, An 
n conclaſion, a Prayer that the Spirit may deſcend upon 
im for the Preaching of the Nord; and being 2amneſt in Re- 
WY ing, 4 Rebuking, & c. Theſe ſarely are too 

Frious to be thus lighted; be not detetved, GOD it not 
ocked, Now if any Perſan thus Ordained and Conſecrn- 
ed have been Negligent „ let not the * 

s | -- de 


e Re · delivery of the 
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a thing of all others the moſt neceſſary, in this ignorai 


* Corinthians, ſo would it be the 
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be caſt upon our Church, who you ſee is very careful io 
enjoining, and the Bonds it takes for keeping Covenanifc ] 
are the greateſt that can be given; the forſeiture of whid 7 
will not tail to be call'd upon at the Judgment 7 the gre 
Day. And fo much for the firſt thing, the Negleck 
vhich this our Brother ſo much — viz. The Fc 
noons Work in Preaching, 

There is a Second, which he had expreſly Vowed alk 
and broken, and for which equally with the former he a 
knowledged G 0 D's Juſtice in this Puniſhment ; and thi 
was the Neglect of publick Catechiſing, in a plain and familia 
Expoſition of the Credenda and Agenda, contained in 
Church-Catechiſm, enjoined to be the Aſternoons Work 
and it were well, if every Sunday had its Morning ant 
Evening Sacrifice, its former and latter Rain. In the Mor 
ing ſow thy ſeed; in the Evening with-hold not thy hand, C 
vrhich Duty, give me leave to ſpeak a Word alſo, as bein 


Iſland ; theſe are the Foundation of Chriſtian Religior 
which as it was St. Paul's —_— to have laid zt with th 
lory of this Age, to cor 
paſs the like with this People; until which be done, i 
muſt needs be in vain, to proceed to a Building of high 
Points. And I believe, without any Diſparagement 
may ſay of the major part of any of our ä — 
as the Apoſtle of that famous Church of the Febren 
They have more need of Milk than of ſtrong Meat, In which 
if it were fit for me to direct others of greater Experiend 
than my ſelf, I would adviſe of four Things. | 
Firſt, To ſhun Diverſities of Catechiſms; for every ont 
to be Teaching a ſeveral, as beſt likes his Fancy, * a 
diſtract and confound the People, if they ſhould remont 
from one Pariſh to another. What are they, but ſeven 
Methods of the ſame thing in ſubſtance ? Let us all pit 
upon one; And why not that appointed by Authority? 
Secondly, Shun intricate and unneceſſary Controverſes 
which as at all times in common Congregations are u 
profitable, ſo in this Exerciſe the moſt unſeaſonable, That 
Claufe in the Apoſtles Letter from their firſt General Cou 
cil is very imitable in this, Ve think it fit to lay upon 
x0 other burthen than neceſſary matters; vain babblings, foeliſ 
que ſlions, and friving about words, and ſuch kind of needliſi 
eontentions, St. Paul bids Timothy and Titus avoid, as bein 
20 no profit: Among which may be reckon'd the filling 
ignorant Peoples Ears with Queſtions of Church Diſcipline 
which deth not concern them, and negle& the Main, = 


erlal 
ever 
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-eful iH Nod Rule, every thing is ſo far Commendable as it may 


venan Profitable, 

which Thirdly, Handle theſe Things briefly, without aſſecting 
be greefſſoo much Latitude. St. Paul had taught his Hearers in the 
led ompaſs of three Years, the whole Counſel of GOD, both in 
> ForeWublick and private, and ſuch as ſhall dwell ſo long upon one 


ubje&, obſerve nct the Cuſtom of the Antient Church, 
ow brief is St. Auguſtine's Symbolum, S. Ferome's Explanatio 
lei ad Damaſum & Cyrilum ? St. Cyprian's Expolition of 
he whole Lord's Prayer is not near the Length of an ordi- 
ry Sermon, Tis true, it may be faid of each Petition aud 
ommandment, as the Philoſopher ſaith of the Soul, *tis 
n ty u, 2 _ Thing in alittle Compaſs, like 
tar, little in your Eye, but in it ſelf of a large Magni- 
de ; like a Fountain, narrow at the Head, but mighty 
teams may be drawn from it, To that Petition, Thy Ring- 
inn come, or thy Will be done, may be referr'd a great Part 
the Body of Diviniiy, (as ſome de Deo & de Regno Dei, 


eligionWhiers de Fide & Obedientid, make to conſiſt the Whole) ; but 
rith t ould it not be very impertinent to draw all thither ? And 
0 com t me add, that Length of Time (howſoever fome Glory in 
lone, i doth not always argue the better . or the more 
higbeſhet. Solomon's Temple was built in ſeven Years, Herod's 
ment Wi Forty fix Years building, yet we cannot imagine it to 
gation ve exceeded Solomon's, Nay, in this Spiritual Building, 
ſebremW may be Want of Pains that cauſeth a long Tractate; the 


which tter Things are ſtudy'd and digeſted, the more able ſhall 
erienc} be to prune off unneceſſary Diſcourſes, and to contract his 
atter into the narrower Room. | 
buribly, Handle them often, In the French and ſome of 
German Churches, as the Sun runs his Courſe in the 


remo ven once a Year, ſo do they run through thoſe Heavenly 
- ſeven{Winciples in the ſame Compaſs; for which our Canons have 
11 pita provided alſo. An Error in ſome, who think it ſuffi- 
ity? Wt to go through them once in their Lives, or a few of 


verſes Wm once a Year in Lent. No, People have not ſuch ſtron 


are un{mories for Spiritual Matters, but that we had Need wit 
Tb Peter, Th put them in Remembrance of theſe _ often, 
1 Coun always ; for fome Kind of Meats it ſufficeth, they are 
1 ui ſometimes of the Year, in their Seaſons; but for Bread 
s, folie muſt be a daily Proviton. Tis ſo for the Soul, for in 
"needle/FW'* Points it matters not if they be ſeldom handled ; but 
as bein the Principles of the Catechiſm, they are your neceſſary 


e filliggod, without which your Souls cannot be nouriſſ'd unto 
;ſciplinW*rlaſting Life; therefore it is fit that ſome of them ſhould 
. * TisFfver ſounding in your Ears. And for this it ſelf, let it 
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who travel Sea and Land to make their Proſelites, it ſhe 


the labourer is worthy of his hire: High Eſteem is your D 


| was content wit 
| > Perſons in the Ark were the better Auditory, tho the yi 
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not be thought! too mean for the Chief of Us. You fee, Ned 
the Office of a Maſter-Builder. And among the Farheſſþat 
have we not many Introductions to the Vulgar. Latantinþu 
Inſtitutions; Grills Catechiſms ; Clemens Alexana 
Pædagogus; St. Auguſtin's Enchiridion, and his Book 
Catechrandis Rudi bus, and the like; St. Paul was all Thi: 
to All, Th the weak he became as weak, that by all mean; 
might ſave ſome. | 

t me, for the Concluſion of this, exhort Al, withe 
Exception, unto Diligence in both theſe Particulars ; | 
Preaching and Catechizing, which by this our Brother we 
ſo neglected and lamented, Be not ſlothful in the 
Buſineſs, and in the Lord's Vineyard ; were it no more thi 
the Sight of thoſe of the Romiſb Clergy in every Corn 


methinks be enough to whet our Reſolutions to be more 
duſtrious, Ye have heard, Reſped is your Due, but th 
are only worthy of double honour, who are xow19v]e; laben 
zn the word and doctrine: Maintenance is your Due, but 


v ar+0 in Teerors, but for your work's ſake. What ig 
Cauſe of late, the Calling hath fallen into ſuch Conteny 
Is it not for not ſhewing your ſelves workmen, right] drvil 
tbe word of truth ? Why are many of the bv 3 e like t. 
dry Places, in Regard of any Goodneſs, which the ww 
Spirit walks through; Is it not becauſe you for preachi 
have paſſed over like Clouds and Mind without Rain? M. 
is the Cauſe io few ſubje& themſelves to Chriſt's Scept 
Is it not becauſe the Sword of his Spirit (the Word) is not ii 
drawn out by you? This and the like were the ſole Ap 
lick Weapons, whereby the World was at firſt ſubdu'd. 

thefe Arms the Fathers purg'd it of Herehes and Schill 


afterwards, not by pilloring, impriſoning, obtaining Im 
Edifs, (as tis ſaid of Sk. 4 7865 but by preahi 
And let no Man neither deſpiſe the day of ſmall things, 
Ambtoſe's firſt Sermon, de Grano Sinapis, (as appears by 
Beginning) was q jan to a thin Auditory. Our Say 


one Woman at Samariad. Noab's ei 


Old World were the greater, Pretend neither the U 
cency of the Church; our Saviour preach'd out of a iN 
Boat; St. Paul upon the Sands. Where you find dea 
caſſes, thither ſhould ye, like the Eagles, reſort. Nay, uf 
is a Way whereby all this enjoyn'd may not ſeem a Bon 
to us neither. There is — tb of Love (the Apoſtle e, 
of) that will make us love the Labour. Jacob, borer ou 
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ed Rachel, thought his ſeven Years Service nothing. 
hat Pains do we fee ſome take, in Hunting, Fowling, &c. 
a: Wunted but 4 Sport, becauſe they love it! How do ſome 
or the Love of Money, Things momentany ! And ſhall 
our Love to Chrift conſtra in us rather? The Compaſſion 
the Souls that are Chriſt's, the Gain of an Immortal 
wn with Chriſt, much more inflame us. 
\nd yet; there is one Thing more behind, which if we 
with fulfil our Miniſtry, muſt not be omitted, which we 
e alſo ſolemnly promis'd, and that is, private Admoni- 


ell as in the Pulpit. Embaſſadors have not done all in 
vering their Embaſſage publickly upon the Day of Au- 
Nee, but there is much Employment alſo in private 
atiess The Husbandman viſits his Ground often after 
ſown, *Tis the Ignorance of ſome People to be all for 
Publick, and the Neglect of ſome Miniſters to make 
their Stint. No, you will find it otherwiſe in St. 
's Epiſtles to T:+othy and Titus, and *tis a Thing moſt 
lin this Kingdom, where there are ſo many that hate 
is ier in publick, This was St. Auguſtin's Practice too, 

Wd uſually.a Chapter read at bis Table, upon which be would 


wulcate what he had deliuer d before, 
W's inftrut thoſe, who might be able to teach others. And 
Part of our Function the Apoſtle gives a ſpecial Caveat, 
it be done with Meekneſs of Wiſdom, or elſe he may 
das much in admoniſhing, as the Party who is to be 
pniſt*d, A Word fitly ſpoken, ſaith Solomon, is like Ap- 


and chiefly endeavour- 


f Gold in Pictures of Silver, as an Earing of Gold, ſa i a 
lu'd. WW Reprover, Cc. The Word in the Original x ſpoken up- 
Schiu . #heels, which always hath the beſt Succeſs, when it 
g Ian pon theſe Four, in a right Obſervation of the Manner, 


. Place, aud Perſon, 
here was another Thing we ſhall find ofter lamented by 
dar Brother alſo, which we muſt not omit, and that 


ad run well formerly, but of late Years had ſlack d. 


ee to others, by Lis Example, Th continue conflantly in 
going, and not to meaſure their Courſe according to the 
jure of the Times. Let me alſo commend this to you 
Jay, ü him, as the Crown of all the former, Vg. Confancys 
| ue in the things thou haſt been aſſur d of, Ce. Theſis 
"2s, I will that thou affirm conſtantiy, take heed to th 
«nd to the doctrine, and continue in them, were the Ad- 
monit ion 


, St. Paul had ſomewhat to do from Houſe to Mouſe, 


A mmenting to bis Gueſts, took all Opportunities in private 


lis DPconfancy, in what we have already ſpoken of. 


Pacez upon which I was an Ear-Witneſs of his ſavoury 
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uſually miſcarries in all. Qui in omnibus aliquid, in toto ai 


not, ſo his Meſſengers muſt not be Changlings neither. 


ſwer according to his Humour: But it muſt not be ſo 


— 
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monition of St, Paul to his Sons Timothy and T7tus, 
us intend theſe Things, and intend them wholly. An 0 
aQive Spirit, that admits as Inmates, a Multitude 


other Offices, to have one Foot in the Church, another 
the City, and as if it were a T74pos, a third in the 


let every one abide in that whereunto he is call'd, If in 
Miniſtem, let us wait on our Miniftry ; be that teacheth, 
Teaching ; and he that exhorte1h, on Exhortation, and then m 
he expect a Bleſſing. Zacharias receiv*d that joyful N 
of a Son by the Angel, while he was executing his Priel 
Office in the Temple. The Shepherds theirs, while tl 
were attending their Flocks by Night; the Diſciples me 
call'd by our Saviour to be Apoſtles, while they were in the 
Callings. What Work are you ſet unto? Bleſſed is that & 
vant, whom his Lord when he comes ſhall find ſo doing. 
Some have been inconſtant in the rine deliver 
*twas Reuben's Blot (who loſt his Dignity) to be unftable 
Water, to be like @ Wave of the Sea, (to which St. Ja 
compares ſome) ; turning according to Wind and Tide, is 
becoming God's Meſſengers, who rather are compar'd 
Rivers, which hold their Courſe, let the Wind blow wht 
way it will; to be double minded, or as the Pſalmiſt do 
hearted, is bad; but to be Piaoyus double tongu'd, is wot 
much condemn'd in Deacons, (1 Tim. 3. 8.) and in tl 
Senſe it muſt needs be the more, when *tis in Matter 
Doctrine, to deliver it ſometimes one way, ſometimes ani 
No, as St. Jude v. 3. that Doctrine ye have once deliy 
to the Saints contend for; If I build the Things which |! 
ſtroy d, (ſaith St. Paul) I make my ſelf a Tranſpreſſor. i 
Word was not yea and nay, that with me there ſhould be ls... 
yea, and nay, nay, Cc. As the Lord who ſends us chav 


Septuagint Tranſlation, howſoever highly to be eſteem d. 
on this appears, that they were not Jeozysvro, but 
a private Spirit, in that they changed ſome Things of | 
poſe to pleaſe Prolemy and his Queen ; like the Oracle, wi 
King Phillip came to enquire of it, the Prieſts made it 


us. The Rabbins fabulize, the Manna had a ſeveral Ti 
according to every Man's Palate, I know, People wa 
fain have it fo, in the Delivery. of this Heavenly 
the Word. But if we ſhall ſo ſtudy to pleaſe Men, we ſhl 
be the Servants of Chrit, © 


( * . 


— 
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. Ill Others are nconffant for the Time 3 have born Fruit, but 
ANY dow are-barren; and yet ſuch as are of G 0 D's planting in 


; houſe bring forth fruit in their Old Age. old Men muſt 
other 2 O * well as Children, and ſo accordingly was 
„e te Spirit pour'd out. The two faithful Witneſſes, their 


'010 Lives and Preaching ended together. Thus was it with 
If St. Auguſtine z be Preached till his laft fickneſs, being then 76 
«beth, rare 014. Indeed there is no doubt a —_— old Age, 
hen mind Decay Ff natural Faculties, muſt have a Diſpenſation. 
yy OD in that Caſe hath Mercy and not Sacrifice ; like the 


Lzvites in the Law, diſcharged from the heavieſt Burthen 


ile tletheir Office at fiſty Years. But let us not pretend more 
ples Wlfcaknefs than is, Our Bodies (make the moſt of them 
e in tu e can) muſt at length fall to Duſt, Now, can they be 
that ent in a more honourable Service than the Mi ? 
eiter The next degree (1 bold) to Martyrdom ? The uſual Plea, is 


W:1iſpoſ6ti0n of Body, Timothy was ſuch a one indeed, had 
iny * far St. Paul loy'd him Dearly, Yet, (tho' 


St. Jonll: allow'd him a little Wine) does not Preſcrite him little 
ide, EMP abing. His Charge is ſtill the ſame (2 Epift. 4. 1.) 
* e methinks ſtrange Council for a weak Man. The 
JW WI 


range. Tree, they write, is bearing Fruit all the Year 
ng, as ſome are ripe, ſo others are ftill budding, A good 
mblem of a Preacher; as he ſhould be Weekly ſendi 
Wirth his Labours, fo providing anew again: In this ſence, 
ke the Houſbolder, — out of his Treaſure things new 


ethod (tho? it be the meaner) more good, than now 
nd then only an elaborate Sermon: Like a conſtant Diet 
tho" it be courſe Pare) nouriſheth more, than now and 
ten a Feaſt, when they muſt Faſt a long while between. 
ect not, as a Diſcouragement, that thou ſeeſt no Good 
Wine of it, Conſider, the Phytician gives not always his 
Patient over, becauſe he mends not at firſt, The Soldier 
th not raiſe the Sexe, becauſe the City is not taken the 
it Day, *Tis poſſible, it may be with ſome of us for 
any Years, as it was with St. Peter for one Night, he 
d been caſting in, but taken nothing; yet with him, at 
r Saviour's Command, we muſt caſt in again. Nay 
Kingdom of GO D (faith Chriſt) is like one Sowing, 
i the ſeed ſprings and grows up, but he knows not bow. Thou 
| no Fruit; no more did Elias (tho? quick-ghted) the 
ven thouſand in Iſrae} : Much is loft ; *rwas our Saviour's 
n Caſe, few Converted by him, yet never Man ſpake like 
*. Abundance of ade Propl compaſſed the _— of 
e- 


Oh! this Conſtancy in 3 and in ſome conſtant 


ij 
| 
f 
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Betheſda; but there was but one Healed at once, and thy 
at a certain ſeaſon too, when an Angel deſcended. *Tis 1, 
in theſe Waters of the Sanftuary; tis well if in a g 
Congregation one may be Converted by the Sermon, 
Paul knew he ſhould never gain all, and therefore was ca 
tent, if he could win but ſome. Haſt thou ſown, tis ne 
loſt neither, if another reap the Fruit after thee ; as « 
Saviour to the Diſciples, others have labour d, and you | 
entred into their labours ; Be thou ever with St. Paul a 
Apollos, planting or watering, and commit the increaſe 1 
GOD that muſt give it. Pray for the Deſcent of this Dell 
of Heaven whereby it may ſpring ; but if it be with-hek 
for thy ſelf, remember the Speech of the Prophet, Iſa. 4; 
4. I have laboured in vain, I have ſpent my ſtreng tb for noughf 
yet my judgment is with the Lord, and my reward with 
GOD. Thy reward ſhall be ſecundum laborem, non ſecy 
dum proventum. If Mocks and Reproaches befall you, | 
not troubled, Vipers will leap upon Paul's hands: Shak 
them off as he did, no hurt ſhall come unto you, Be faith 
unto Death, and ye ſhall receive the Crown of Life, i 
And thus having ſupply'd that which this our Brotbe 
had defir'd to have done himſelf (tho' much larger than 
had art firſt intended) concerning the Commiſſion of Preachi 
in the general, T am now farther invited by the Text to 
Conkderation of the ſeveral Parts of it alſo, which are thei 
Two, An Information, to open their eyes; An Exhortatil 


to turn them from darkneſs, &c, 

Firſt, Obſerve, It is our Duty to open the eyes of | 
(i. e.) their underſtandings for matter of Knowledge, 
Mal. 2. 7. The Prieſts lips ſhould preſerve knowledgr. II 
Popiſh Prieſts do what they can to cloſe the Peoples Ey: 

- *tis our Profeſſion to clear them, How often to this pu 
poſe have ye the Prayer of the Apoſtle, That the eyes of thi 
underſtandings may be enligbined, that they may increaſe i 
knowledge, and in all judgment. | 

From hence then muſt follow, theſe two Requiſites in 
Preacher, | 


Firſt, Ability in themſelves to open. hers 

Secondly, Perſpicuity, in à plain, open Expreſſion 10 fis g 
F' a People. | | 
Ki! Fir,” Ability for matter of Learning; How can th = 
14 2 the Eyes of others, when they are blind themſelveMetle | 
| Shall we in this ſenſe expect night unto night to ſhew kno the 
1 . ledge? They are called Lights: Now as St. Ferom, IP the 
q, | light which be in the Miniſter, the head, be darkneſs, be, ( 


| 1 | great muſt the darkneſs be in the body of the People ? Tbe 1; 
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Leaders, ſhould not they then know the Way them- 
lves? It was an ill Caſe with the raelites, when their 
atchmen were all blind and dumb, Shepherds that did not 
alerſtand, &c. And Turely thoſe who Jay hands on ſuch, 
Wer: partakers of other Mens ſins, and ought to bear their Judg- 

ent, St. Chryſoſtom thought it juſt, they ſhould be both 
niſb d alike, notwithſtanding any Excuſe or Miſtake in 
hm. The Prophet ſpeaking of ſuch ſaith, Woe to the 
Fo! Shepherd, and the palme Deſeription agrees to them, 
bo have eyes and ſee not, neither ſpeak they through their 
moat 5; and they that make them are like unto them. Some 
ad it, Ve Paſtori nibili, and an Idol is nothing in the world, 
WM: Cor. 8.) The complaint of a Father in his time, may be 
een up for ſome Dioceſies now, Curritur in Eccleſia curas 
ſim ab omni atate © ordine doctis pariter © indotty, tan- 
Wu fine cura iam quiſq;, viturw fit, quum ad curas perve- 

it. The calling of the Miniſtry is — Now, if 
Arts and ordinary Trades, Men do not take the Pro- 
ſion on them till they have been ſume Years practiſed in 
dem: How much more Cauſe have we to be many Years 
the Schools of the Prophets, to gain the Tongue of 1he 
zarned, before we aſſume this Mzniſtration om Spirit ? 
hat of our Saviour is obſeryable, that tho' he was able 
wgh at twelve Years, yet he Preached not till he was 
Wirty : By that perfect Age (faith Gregory) implying the 
rfettion of Parts requiſite to that Function; being as St. 
Wryſoſtom, Onus angelics humeris formidandum. What 
reſumptior. is it then (ſaith the ſame Father) for Men to 
Ambitious of being Shepherds, when they are ſcarce 
ieep.? To be Captains, when they are hardly Chriſt's 
diers; to guide the Stern, before they know how to 
Wndle the Oar 2 The Apoſtles were firſt Diſciples before 
Wotors; Learners before Leaders. And as our Saviour 
e them tarry at Hieruſalem, till they ſhould be indu'd 

ith power you on high ; ſo*tis good Council for many to 
turn to the Univerhty, *till they are better furniſh'd; 
like the wiſe Virgins, to be ſparing in the ſtoring of 
bers with Oil, leſt they have not enough for themſelves, 
15 good in this, as in other matters, Td be ſwift 10 bear, 
t ſlow to ſpeak, till they be fit for it. Abimaaz, that was 
eager to be ſent, and out- ran Cuſbi, when he came, ſpake 
tle to the purpoſe, And ſo it is with ſome haſty Spirits 
w kn: the Miniltry, they that come in after them, like Cuſbi, 
1, If cbeir Meſſage more fully. The Bees in tempeſtuous Wea- 
eſs, , (as St. Ambroſe oblery'd) uſe to balance themſelves 
TO With le ſtones, leſt in * flaght they ſhould be — | 
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baut if it wereweigh'd in the Balance of the Sanctuary, wou 


this our Brother much Condemned himſelf for.) II 


taphor from Huckſters. That in the Law, Thor ſhalt u 


Tis a good Rule, that ſeeing we are Chriſt's Meſſen 


he would have us; or, as we think the A 


— 


48 Biſhop A T HE RT ON 

by it. It is Council for us in this Kingdom, wt 
we ſhall meet with ſo many ſtorming Adverſaries to gai 
ſay us, we had need to be well Poiſed with ſound and ſoll 
Knowledge, leſt we be carried away with every wind | 
Doctrine. For want of this it comes to paſs, that {6 
Feed their People indeed, but it is with an empty Sn 
little or no Matter. Vox © preterea nibil ; like the fool 
Virgins Lamps, but little Oil. Inſtead of poliſhing the « 
ner Stones of the Temple, Their Doctrine is but daubin 
with un-texper'd Mortar. A Formal out fide of Preaching 


be found very light, little Subſtance in it. 

Secondly, Perſpicuity and Plainneſs in their Sermons 
What Hope is there of opening 'Men's Underſtanding 
when the Latter deliver'd, is cloſed up from them? Ty. 
St, Paul's aim to ſpeak Words eaſie to be wnderſtood, and 
it ſhould be ours alſo. There is little difference in ſpeaki 
in an unknown Tongue, and ſpeaking of things in an 1 
known Stile. Theſe ftrong Lines and forced Eloquence 
ſo 8 Language, do little ſuit with 60 D's Oracle 
leſs fit that Word that muſt ſave the Soul. (A fault wh 


Idolatrous Calf was of Gold, but the Serpent that ga 
Life, was made of plain Braſs, The Altar was to heh 
of Earth, or un-paliſh'd Stone, Types indeed they v 
of the mean hue of Chriſt himſelf. But they may reſembio 
the plainneſs of his Word too, which was uſually Illuſtrate 

by earthly Similitudes; rather ſolid in the Matter, th 
gilded in the Stile. Our Saviour Preached not as he hin 

ſelf was able, but as the People were able to Hear, 
Paul profeſſes he came not in the inticing words of Ma 
Wiſdom, or exceBency of —_ We are not as many (fait 
he) who corrupt the Word of GO D, xamnatvoyrs, a M 


ſow thy vineyards with divers kinds of ſeeds, is of force ſii ei 
in this Particular: We muſt not blend the pure Seed of 
the Word, with the Chaff and Darnel of our own Conceit 


we ſhould ſo Preach, as in our Conſciences we. are perſuade 
poſtles, if tl 
were preſent themſelves, whom we do ſucceed. This 
to do it in Sincerity, when with St. Paul, Ar f G 
the fight of GOD, ſo ſpeak we in Chriſt. I wonder wit 
what Face ſome can Pray before him, who is the Search 
of Hearts, for the Converſion of their Hearers by thei 


Sermon; when res ipſa loquitur, there can be N 


NEAT 
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meaning in them, but rather their own Applauſe, Painted 
laſs is the more coſtly, but Plainer is the more perſpicuous, 
nd folifland ſo the more uſeful, Men may ſpend much time to 
wind paint and ſet their Sermons; but the Plainer, the more 
at {onMProfitable, The Child thrives more with the meer Milk 

lo! the Breaſt, than all other Sweet-Meats whatſoever. And 
tis ſure the ſincere Milk of the Word (as St. Peter calls it) 
Haran out of the the two Breaſts of the Church, the 01d and 
new Teſtament, nouriſheth more to Everlaſting Life, than 
inge other Placentia, Men- pleaſing Oratory whatſbever. The 
Word in the Parable is compared to a Net, the World to 
the Sea, Men to Fiſhes, If we will have the Fiſh catch'd, 
the Net muſt be ſpread and unfolded 3 and ſo muſt the 
Word be Explain'd, if we will be Fiſhers of Men. And 


to gal 


Tom this, let none on the other fide Collect, as if a Rude- 
„and Mess of Speech were Juſtify*d, the 3 this Heavenly 
ſpeakin M iſdom in ſome tatter'd Stile. No; Frecleſ. 12. 9. Be- 


zuſe the Preacher was Wiſe, He gave good heed, and 


uence fight out words, and ſet them in order; be ſought out fit 
OraclWords, &c. Apta non alta: And certainly *tis the upſhot 
It mhide' all Learning, to diſtinguiſh Aptly and Clearly of that 
) Thivbich is Confuſed, and to illuſtrate Plainly that which is 
at guobcure. Some have a Faculty to ſpeak —— a plain 
o be ect; as if according to that Threatning in the Propbet, 
ey wei bey would cauſe the Sun to go down at noon. To do GOD's 


Work negligently, ye know is Curſed : We muſt do herein 
David (1 Chron. 29. 2.) who prepared with all his mipht 
bor the Houſe of GO D. the Oil in the Lamps of the 
abernacle muſt be beaten, Exod. 27. 29.) to ſignife we 
nuſt beat our Brains in the preparing for the light of the 
Nord; not in this ſence, to offer ex tempore unto G OD, 
bat which coſt us nothing: No, it ought to be with ſome 
MeELabour and Pains, Yet, as St. Augaſſin ſaith well, there 
5 4uedam diligens negligentia, commendable in a Preacher; 
either to have his Phraſe too curious, nor too careleſs, 
ue fic ornatum detrabit, ut ſordes non contrahit, While 
ede Temple was in Framing in mount Libanys, there was 
loubtleſs the uſe of all Tools; but when it was ſet up, tis 
id there was not then either Hammer or Axe, or any Thot 
ron beard in it, It may be apply'd to this Spiritual 
Building 3 while the Sermon is framing in the Study, 
3 0 D anke uſe of all Authors; but in the very Delivery of it in 
der wie Temple to the People, what needs there the noiſe of 
Search many Names of Fathers and other Writers, which often 
by theig'rowns the Matter it {elf z and the producing of Hearhen 
no ſuverr, Methinks it is like the bringing of the W 
meaniny 24 | ciſe 
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1 cifed- into GO D's Houſe, of all the moſt unſitting. 
" thou ſhalt lift up ſuch Tools upon it (as tis ſaid of the "Nag 
11 thou haßt polluted it. In a Word, ſo Preach, that thy 
; { Hearer may be Convicted, his Heart diſcovered, hi 
| 


| Tongue confeſs not that Learning, Wit or Eloquence, bu 

| That GOD is in you indeed, that your Tongues are tou} 
1 with a Coal from GO D's Altar. Preaching conſiſts not is 
will Flaſhes and Rhetorical Deſcants,and ſuch like pleaſing Vani 


1 ties, but in the power and demonſtration of the Spirit, in en 

. lightning the Mind, in wounding the Conſcience, ane 
/ healing it again. The tears of the \ » uber the Preacherff - 
1 praiſe, ſaith St. Hierom. The words of the wiſe, faith Solomm pl 


are as goads and nails, Dicuntur pungere, non palpare, ſaitl 
the ſame Father, not to ſtroak, but to pierce z not to flattsr 
but to fright Men out of their evil rſes: And ſo mud] 
for the firſt Part of the Commiſſion, Th open their eyes. 
The Second Part of the Commiſſion, To turn them fr, 
darkneſs to Jig bt, from the power of Satan unto. G O B, u 
rreat difference between them: For as Sin is often ſet oi 
y Darkneſs, ſo is Satan called the Power and the Prince o 
Darkneſs. As Grace is often reſembled by Light, fo is G0 Di 
alſo called Ligbt it ſelf, the Father of Light, &c. Howſoeyer 
if this be a Preacher's Office to turn others, this Concluſi 
muſt neceſſarily follow alſo, viz. be muſt be firſt turned bin 
ſelf: They muſt not then be ſuch as Jive in the Works ( 
Darkneſs, and under the Power of Satan themſelves. What 
effect can that Ambaſſador expect, when his Actions ſhall 
contradi& his Treaties? Can he hope to draw others tt 
take the Oath of Allegiance, when he refuſeth it himſelf 
When our Lives do not ſecond our Doctrine; we ſhall but 
pull down with one Hand, what we build up with th 
other. He that would have a Sermon effeQual (ſaith; 
Father) Muſt firſt read it himſelf. He can only ſpeak us ff 
ought. who lives as he ſhould: What ſweetneſs can there be i 
that Speech to the Hearers, when tis contradicted within t 
Conſcience of the Speaker ? They can care but little for hi 
Counſel, who is himſelf careleſs of bis Life. How ſhall | 
bleſs the People, when be is in a curſed Eſtate himſelf ? 
fhall be give the Body of Cbrift to others, who is not a Membt 
himſelf? As neither the blind nor lame Sacrifice were 
accepted with GOD (Hab. 1.) So are they as unprof 
table with Man : The blind in Knowledge, the halt in 
1 10 Converſation. Prædicat viva voce, qui vita & voce, 8 5 
Wl» Paul bids Timothy be an example to the Believers in hy Con 
FM X derſation. Titus in all things to ſhew himſelf a pattern of Gal 
& ti works, Gravity, &c. St. Peter exhorts the Elders to be Wit 
. Ex 


— 
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ranmles to the Flock; tis the ſame Word in all three, 
%, a Metaphor from a Seal or Stamp, to which the 
People are like the Wax or Paper, who accordingly receive 
their Print. St. Ambroſe well calls the Miniſters Life, 
the Peoples Looking-glaſs, according to which they uſually 
Dreſs themſelves, as taking whatſoever he doth to be 
zoſpel : Now, if the Glaſs be falſe, the Eye be evil, how 
an the whole Body but be diforder'd, and ful of darkneſs ? 
Nay, he ought to fly the very ſuſpicion of bit fame, that 
e be not ſo much as accuſed or ilreportel. 

His Life ſhould be like the Land of Goſhen, light, tho 


ing. 

"Road 
nat the 
2d, hi 
xce, but 
e touch 
3 not it 
g Vani 
, in en 
Ce, And 


r eache 

* l the reſt of t be dark. Like Gideon: Fleece, wet 
e. ſairhMvith the Dew of Heaven, tho all the ground about be dry. 
Hatten regory well compares the Preacher to the Cock, as in his 


elſage, which is to cry with St. Paul, Nox praceſſit, &c. 
The night is paſt, the day is at band : So in his preparation, 
Lui prius alis inſonat, quam cantus emittat z firſt wakes 
himſelf, before he wakes others: So, ſaith he, ſkould a 
Preacher, firſt ſhake off the duſt of his own Feet, and then 
take care to clean others; firſt move himſelf in good Works, 
nd then draw and drive on others; firſt Repent himſelf, 
ud then denounce a Judgement on them that do not: And 
or this exemplary innocent Life, both in your Selves and 
Families, hath it not been ſeriouſly Charged, and folemnly 
M\owed, both at your Ordination and Conſecration; many 
MPrayers then made for you in it, if ſo be it be yer in vain ? 
ns ſhall id certainly it is a thing molt neceflary in this Kingdom, 


ſo muc} 


thers here there are ſo many that will not hear our Words; 
1imſelfMtbere our Works muſt be the Preacher; where they ſhut 
hall bufEheir Eyes againſt the Light of the Word, there the Light 


:th the our Lives mult ſhine before them, And Examples are 
(ſaith tte ſtronger Cords of the two. What we ſay Proverbially of 
te Plough, That it thrives beſt when the Husbandman ſaith 
not te, but Venite : So it is with the Seed of the Word. 
When the Sower can ſay with St. Paul, Be followers of me, 
Fs you ſee me do, do likewiſe. The Life and Doctrine are 
like that Sign of Caſtor and Pollux; when they are ſeen 
mogether, are a preſage of a proſperous Voyage; when 
MemberQunder, they portend a dangerous Storm. If thou liveſt well 
| aich St. Zierom) thou art as the ſpiritual Man, Judge of all: 
F thou teacheſt well and liveſt ill, a judge only of thy ſelf, and 
-nl}«4g2d of all. By thy Teaching,thou te lleſt the People bow to live; 

ly thy Life, thou ſbe weſt GO D how to Condemm thy ſelf. 
bz Con Ther: are ſome like Nebucha4nezzar's Image, the Head 
of Golf "25 of Gold, but the Feet of Clay. They have golden 
to del Nits, but the:r Converſation. is Eartbly and Senſual, ** 

Er 25 
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ther that be true or no that is Proverbially ſaid of Ty 
that he wrote excellently well of Husbandry, but him 
was the worſt Husband that ever Water wet; tis true 
many in this ſence, who can Preach very well to fa 
others, but caſt away themſelves. In a word, let us 
teach and ſo do, that we may both ſave our ſelves, and the 
that hear us. And Thomas Aquinas makes it a greater diff 
culty for a Prelate to be ſaved, than another Man, for thi 
Reaſon, Becauſe he bath other Mens fins lying upon him, beſide 
bis own; and for the ſame cauſe, St. Chryſoſtom ſaith the lil 
of Miniſters alſo, and that ſeriouſly, That be thought few | 
them would be ſaved, both becauſe more is expected from the 
aban from others, and their Sins greater than the Sins of other 
The hazard of which St. — faith was the cauſe be 
t at hit Conſecration. The like ſaith St. Ambroſe, 
Ofc more excellent; and if they fall none, more danger 
A great honour, ſaith St. Hierom, but if they fin, a great fal 
#he one is not ſuch a Foy, as the other a Sadneſs, The nea 
we approach to GOD in our Service, the greater is th 
Offence, if we ſhall run into Rebellion. See the Apoſile 
Argument, Rom. 2. 21, 22, 23, 24. Thou that teach 
another, teacheſ} tbou not thy ſelf ? Thou that preacheſt, & 
In the Law, tis obſery'd the Meaſures and Weights of ti 
Sanctuary, were double to the Common; and ſo are the & 
of the Officers of GO D's Sanctuary that draw nigh to hin 
double and treble to the ſame Sins in the Common: people 
If the Prieſt annointed did fin, his Offering for Expiatio 
was to be as much as for the Sin of the whole Congregation 
fo the Sins of ſuch as are conſecrated and ſet apart for GOD 
Service, require a deeper meaſure of Repentance; a grea 
ion of Sorrow, than might ſuffice for many others, H. 
— much they are the more ſcandalous, And hath nv” 
this of late been the Cauſe of the Contempt of our Calling 
That the Vulgar (tho? erroneoufly) have argued from thi 
Perſons to the Offices, according to that of Malas. 7. 8. 

Becauſe ye have departed out of the way, and corrupted th 

Covenant of Levi, therefore have I made you bafe and am 
temptible before all the people, according as you have not l 
any ways. A good ſtrict Life, needs no other help to galt 
reſpet, Vice uſually ſtands in awe of Virtue. See buff 
that inſtance in Herod, who feared and obſerved him 
becauſe be was a juſt man, and a boly, &c. Tis the preſcriptionſ®® 
of St, Paul to Timothy and Titus for it: I ſpeak the mori 
of it, in regard the contrary hath been pretended, as ghefſf"** 
Original of all theſe ſtirs. A preſent lamentable Example 
we have in this Perſon, the Fruit of whoſe Life hath been 


* 
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this ignominious Death, both Scandalous, both Lamented - 
Yet in this differing, his Life a continual Spiritual Death 5 
tis Death a beginning, and a great progreſs of a Spiritual 
life. Let him Die in your Thoughts for his Life; but let 
tim live in your Memories by his Penitent Death; forget 
the former, and imitate the latter, And thus we have 
lcon{ider'd the ſecond Part of the Text, Applicatory to this 

ur Brother, as it was to have been his Employment towards 

(thers. 
A word of it only as it was effeFually found in himſelf; 
nd ſo we ſhall have done with it. 

Ye have here a three-fold Metaphorical Deſcription of 
he ſinful State of Nature before Converſion, and the State of 
race after it. 

The former by 1. Blindneſs, 2. Darkneſs, 3. Slavery. 

The latter by 1. Sight, 2. Light, 3. Liberty. 

The Diviſion of the former is ſomewhat like St. John's 
Tricotomize, &c, referring all in the World to the Eye, the 
fleſh, and Life; according to the uſual Diſtinct ion of Sins, 
nto thoſe of the 


wrantia, the ſecond ex Infirmitaze, the third ex Studio, As 
is ſinful Condition by nature is @ dead eſtate, you may 
xerceive three Degrees of it, according to a Diſtinction of 
Mt. Auguſtin's. The firſt (Blindneſs) is like the Man dead in 
inis Bed. I he ſecond (Darkneſs) put into his Coffin, The 
ird (under the power of Satan) laid in his Grave. Three 
uch our Saviour raiſed to Life, Jairuss Daughter in her 
Bed within doors, The Widow of Naim's Son in his Coffin 
hing out. And Lazarus putrifying in his Grave: All 
„ere Miracles, but the laſt the greateſt, Such ſeveral De- 
Nees of Sinners, is St. Paul here ſent to raiſe from the Death 
or din, to the Life of Grace; to the laſt Degree of which 
o magnifie G O D's Mercy the more) was this our Brother 
Millen, and raiſed again by Repentance. 
1. The firſt Degree of our wretched Eſtate before Conver- 
on, is {et out by a Blindneſs (to open their eyes, therefore 
lind before) which indeed is like his, John 9. 1. from our 
ey birth. And yet in' many things, this of the Soul is 
to gainſſ®”/e than that of the Body. He that is blind in Body is 
lad of a Guide, theſe often ſcorn Inſtruction z the former 
hinks them happy that ſee, and deſires it; theſe deſpiſe ſuch, 
nd will not ſee tho* they might. The one believes he is 
e won lind, and laments it. The other thinks he ſees well enough, 
2s gheſſÞ'< the Phariſees (John 9. 41.) The Corporal Blind ſome- 
4 : . . . 
mes excel in parts of the Mind, as Memory, &c. But a 
An Siritualy Blind, hath no good thing in him at all. 


H 2. The 


Heart, Fatt and Cuſtom. The firſt ex - 
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2. The ſecond by a Darkneſs, as the World the firſt Day of 
the Creation was empty and void, wrapt np in a 75 
Darkneſs; ſuch is our eſtate, as we are Born at firſt, void of 
all (Rom. 7. 18.) Darkneſs in the Underſtandan, 
Confuſion: in the Affeſtions and Conſcience: And there is 
ſame ſimilitude between them. Firſt, a Man in Darkneſs 
is ſubje& to Error, ſo are ſuch to go aſtray, reſembled in the 
loſt Groat and Sheep. Secondly, Subject to ſtumbling, io are 
theſe to dangerous Falls and Scandals in their Lives, till they 
ſlip at laſt into that Pit of darkneſs. Thirdly, Inſenfible of 
any evil before them. So are theſe of Hell and Dammat ion, 
let them be never ſo often warned. Fourthly, Subject to 
MiStakes, to think they are right when they are wrong, $0 
are ſuch often ſtron ly conceited, they are in the way to 
Heaven, and yet Poſting the contrary. Lafly, Subjelt to 

, Fears and Frights ; ſuch is the Caſe of thoſe, who live in the 
Works of Darkneſs, they have many Horrors and Stare; 
within their Conſciences, eſpecially if they tall into danger 0 
Death, by Sickneſs or any other Accident : The ſame which 
this our Brother often acknowledged to have been by Condition 


before his Converſion, 


3. Thirdly, By a Slavery, and the worſt of any (omni mals 
G exitzo pejor) under the Power or Thraldom of Satan (2 Din. 
2. 26.) An Emblem of it ye have in Sampſon, who had 
his Eyes firſt pull'd out by the Philiſtines, and then bound in 
Fetters, and made to grind in the Priſon; tis ſo expreſsd 
Eſay 42. 7. To open the blind eyes, to bring out the priſoners 
from the priſe on-houſe. Signified ſomewhat by the /ſraelites 
miſerable Eſtate in the Zgyptian Bondage, They were in 
aſtrange Countrey, and ſo the more helpleſs, hopeleſs, Such 
is this, where we are Pigrims and Strangers: The Task. 
maſters may reſemble the Buffetings and cruel ExaRions 
of our Spiritual Enemies. Pharaob commands to have their 
Children k:IPd in the birth; and fo doth Satan endeavour 
daily to cruſh the very firſt Motzons and Beginnings of any 
Spiritual Birth in us, like the Dragon in the Revelation, 
when he could not Murther the Mother, attempted the 
Child as ſoon as it was born, Sin is in us as in the ſtreams in 
Adam as in the Spring; in the Devzl as in the Sea, from 
whom as all comes, fo to whom all that dye in them mwli 
return, And yet herein, as Anſelm obſerves, by ſome Cir- 
cumſtances the Scholar exceeds the Maſter, the Sins of Men 
may be greater (ſaith he) He fins againſt G 0 D reprobating 
him, Man againſt GOD recalling him. He is hardned a. 
gainſt the puniſher of him, Man againſt ' the allurer, He 
ainſt one not ſeeking him, Man again one dying for bim. 


For 
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For the ſtate of Grace by Converſion, tis, | 
1. Set forth here by Sight (to open) Corporal Miracles are 
ceaſed, but behold a Siritual, the greater remains. If any 
ſhould Queſtion us, whether the Word we Preach be Chriſt's, 
we may reply as our Saviour to the like from Jobn by his 
Diſciples, Go, tell bim the blind ſee, the lame walk, &c. 
My works teflifie of me. And indeed it is Chriſt's work 
hriginalh, tho Inſtrumentally ours. Eliſha may ſend bx 
Servant, and by Staff, but no life to the Shunamites Child 


till he come himſelf, The Cock may Crow twice or thrice, 


but Peter remembers not himſelf 'til Chriſt looks on him. 
As *tis not all the outward Light in the Sun will make a Man 
ke, if there be wanting the Light of the Eye within; ſo all 
outward Admonitions avail not, without the ſeconding of 
them by the Spirit. The firſt thing made in the Creation 
was Lzght ; and fo it is in the Regeneration, the Ligbini 

of the Eonſience, which Solomon calls the Candle = Lor 
ſearching all the inward parts of the heart, (and this was it 
that gave the firſt Token of Spiritual Life in this our 
Brother.) | | 

2. By Light, as Matth, 4. 16, The people that ſate in 
larkneſs ſaw great light, and by it (to omit divers others) 
s eſpecially ſignied Comfort, as the contrary is uſually by 
Dar kne 9. 5 

Ode hence, That Converſion puts a Man into a ligth- 
ſome and chearful Condition. Se&Pialm 97. 11. Lukc 1. 79. 
Matth. 9. 2. be of good cheer, &c. 

objeck. It doth not ſeem ſo, but rather that wicked Men 
have the merrieſt Lives. 

Anſw. Firſt, You muſt not always judge of Mirth by 
wtward Laughter ; Men ſometimes laugh more at a Jeſt than 
it the news of a Pardon: But they are ſaid to Joy in the 
latter, not in the former. 

Secondly, It may be the Fault of ſume Chriſtians, like 
Sampſon's Wife, to Weep all the Days of the Feaſt ; like 
Mary Magdalen, Lamenting the loſs of Chriſt, and yet ſhe 
was talking with him, Men may be in the Eſtate of Joy, 
and yet not apprebend it. Like Hagar, tho' there was a 
Fountain of Water near her, yet *till GOD opened her 
eyes to ſee it, cries out for thirſt. | 

Thirdly, If we ſhall take a Survey of this Carnal Mirth, 
we ſhall find it not worth the naming, For the brevity, Job 
ſaith enough, It laſteth but E 4 Moment, If like Fonas's 
Gourd it come up in one night, it withers the next; uſually 
like that Creature the Naturaliſi ſpeaks of, which dies the 
lame Day it is brought forth. If like the Mar ygold, their 
Hearts open in Mirth at 1 they ſbut again in _ 

r Fa ne 
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neſs before it be down. If it hath any Light in it, tis lik 
that of a Candle (as Solomon compares it to) that gives 
fair Lightina Room for the preſent, but the leaſt puffol 
Wind puts all out, In the midſt of their Jollity, the leak 
From of a Superiour, a thwart of an Equal, any Affront of a 
Inferior imbitters all, Only Mordecai's ſtiff Knee, ſo tur 
the Edge of Haman's proud ber, that all bis honour availe; 
him nothing, Nabal can be Merry enough at his drunker 
Feaſt o'er Night; but a little ill News told him in the 
Morning, makes his Heart to fink within him like a ſtone 
While the Play laſts, the Senſualiſt laughs, when *tis done 
he's in his dumps again. Whilſt the Gameſter wins, he' 
well pleas d; but when the Game once turns, and he hat! 
made all away, he is ready to make away himſelf, For the 
Fruit of it, tell me you that give your ſelves to Pleaſure 
all the Day, doth not a Heavy-heartedneſs conclude it i 
the Evening? Doth not uſually ſuch ſenſual Mirth go ou 
like a Candle ? Leaves the ſtink of a Snuff behind it, Damp 
and fore _ within your Conſciences. Iam ſure it wy 
that which tbis our Brother often acknowledged; and it had 
been ſaid by Solomon before him, Prov. 14. 13. In thei 
laughter their heart is ſorrowful, (ſee the ſhortneſs) and the 
end of their mirth is heavineſs, (ſee the iſſue.) One ft! 
compares it to Lightning, which as it is but a Flaſh and away 
ſo the Fruit of it is but a blaſt upon the Heart; and a 
after a Lightning often follows Thunder : So after this flaſh 
Mirth, loud Crzes and Tempeſts in the Confcience, take one 
with the other, and in Reaſon *tis not worth the having 
But this ſpiritual Joy adds no ſuch Sorrow with it, and eye 
tho? 2 yet alnuys rejoycing. T he poor Condition of 
the former, ſee Iſaiah 24. 7, 8. and the Magnanimity o 
the latter, Hab. 3. 17. of both which, having ſo latel 
tailed, how ſavoury have I heard this our Brother thus tc 
diſtinguiſh, | 
Thirdly, By a ſetting at Liberty (from the power of Satan 
ſo ' tis expreſs'd {Luke 4. 18.) to Preach Deliverance, and 
ſetting at liberty them that were bruiſed, Beſore every TL 
was a Commander, the Devzl General; but now he is de- 
liver'd from them all, and out of the heavieſt Thak of T hral- 
dom, to the moſt glorious liberty, even of the ſons of G 0D. 
To ranſom, or reſcue a Chriſtian from the Slavery of the 
Turks, was ever accounted an honourable Act; but the 
Converting of a Sinner from the error of his way, mult 
needs exceed it, I need not tell you, tis G O D's AR 
thus to enlarge the heart; tis plain it muſt be fo, if you 
conſider but the ſtrengib of him under whom we are bound, 
and ſee how eſpecially it is given to the bleſſed — 
a G 
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kYGO D the Father draws : *Tis the Son which makes you free 


off What little freedom of Will we have naturally to any ſa- 
al ving Good, this our Brother would ſufficiently teſtihe in 
himſelf, who for a long time (tho he wanted no appre- 
henſion of his Miſery) continued ſtupid and ſenſeleſs, hea- 
A rily complaining for the want of a Spirit of Cumpunction. 
en Well he was once held with the Cords of hu own Sins, in 
helff the ſnare of the Devil, taken captive of him at his will; but 
Bleſſed be the Lord that hath not given him as a prey unto bis 
teeth, his ſoul is eſcaped as a Bird out of the ſnare of the 
el Fowler, the ſnare is broken, and he is deliver d. A 
And now having ſeen the Enlargement of him : Let us 
hein Concluſion take a ſhort view of the Latitude of G 0 D's 
rl Mercy to him, (which ſtands always wide open to penitent 
Sinners) in the Third and laſt Part of the Text, the bappy 
Fruit of all, in his receiving Forgrueneſs. 

For the Doctrine hence obſervable, That wbereſoever 
al there is true Repentance given, there is Forgrueneſs attained. 
ad ſhall not need to enter into any farther Declaration, fo 
inf many worthy late Divines have lo fully opened it, that I 
hell ſhould but light a Candle to the Sun in it. Only let me 
fy thus much, That if St. Paul were the firſt upon whom 
ee Chriſt did ſhew forth all long ſuffering and mercy, for a 
battern for them that ſhould come hereafter, this our Brother 
night be a ſecond, in whom GO D's Mercy hath been 
Mininitely magnify'd. In his own Judgment he cenſured 
himſelf above all former Precedents whatſoeyer, even of 
Manaſſes himſelf, who he thought had not that Knowledge, 
as not truſted with that Function, and incurred not that 
Landal. And yet for this particular, he had it not only by 

ewident Arguments made apparent to him, but alſo by a 
are Meaſure of ſpiritual Refreſbings ſealed within him, A 
tigh > ws a deep Repentance : And loe, a large Dole of 
Umfort. 

And let it not ſeem ſo improbable, that ſo great a Sinner 
upon ſo humble a Contrition, ſhould have SY an Enlight- 
le-Mring. Our Saviour appeared firſt to Mary Magdalene betore 
l. others, who had ſeven Devils caſt out of her. St. Peter 
D. rad foully deny'd his Maſter with Oaths and Curſes, yet 
ater his bitter WVeeping, our Saviour appeared to him, be- 
bre he did to the reſt 5 and the Angels gave a more ſpecial 
Charge to tell the bleſſed News of his Reſurrection to him, 
than to the others. Tis true he was but an Infant for his 
time. ('Twas his own Speech, be reckon'd himſelf but a 
week 01d.) Now for Infants, the Father ſometimes ſmiles 
more upon then, takes them oftner in his Arms, than 


when they come to farther Years, And ſuch is found by 
os, 2 


indeed; where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is a liberty. 
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58 Biſhop ATH ERTO N' 
experience to be GOD's dealing with ſome of his at thei 
firſt Converſion : When the Iſraelites were newly deliyer' 
out of Egypt, GO D was more careful at that inſtant ſo 
their peaceable Travel, than afterwards, (Exod. 13. 17, 
More Mirth was made at the very Return of the Prodigal 
than had been for the other Brother, that had never 
Offended, More Joy for the return of one loſt Sheep, tha 


his Spir 
ive ſuc] 


To C 


for the ninety nine, not gone aſtray. And if we can be port 1 
perſwaded, he might Reap a full — of Joy in Heayeiſſue of t 
afterwards; Why may it not be believed, he might e Chris 
ceive ſome firſt Fruits, as an earneſt, ſome ſew Hours beforgſſel;res 
here, is true 
Concerning theſe ſpiritual 1 ſome of ouWiſpleaſi 
Practical Divines obſerve theſe Particulars, That eitheeMis Peac 
they follow ſome deep Humiliation (Eſay 66. 2.) I will u Dom 21 
10 him that is of acontrite ſpirit, &c. Or, as a Reward aſte ice o 
a Conflict with Victory. (Revel. 2. 17.) To him that overly gorge! 
cometh will I give of the hidden Manna, &c. Sometimes it i Heavy: 
accompanied with Satan's malice, like St. Paul after hiYriſc of 
Revelations, had the meſſenger Satan buffe ting him, (2 Ci: Hap 
12. 7.) The effeds are ſome extraordinary Spirit of Pran is in 
(Rom. 8. 15, 16.) A farther Abaſement of the Party him Sc 
ſelf; as Job after he had ſeen G G D, (Chap. 42. 5, 6.) ward 
undervaluing all the things of this World in reſpect of iii p,, 
as David (Pſalm 4. 12.) A longing to have that Joy in itWne Mer 
fulneſs, like St. Paul after his Raptures, wiſhing to ome ſe 
diſſotved (Philip. 1. 23.) And for the time tis obſety Mel of a 
uſually to be againſt ſome heavy Tiyal, a Viaticum again Sy 15 
the approach of Death, or the like, Now all theſe wer Chriſt 
evidently found in him: His Sorrow was deep, his ConflidWence is 
many, the Effects were to my Admiration, and the Dey are 
very ſeaſonable, being deferr'd *till that very Mornin|d do 
before his Execution, (the Cauſe I believe of his ſo undaunteW1med } 
a Spirit at the ſight of it.) Well, you ſee how fitly R away 
pentance may be termed a yyauxumixgor, the Root ig bitterfiſde the 
but the Fruit ſweet ;, tis a ſtormy Voyage, but a rich Retum me ſenc 
a ſharp Medicine, but very Sovereign, At the entranceWir;t cam 
tis like our Saviour's draught of Gal and Vinegar, but thiſffat thus 
concluſion is like the end of Jonathan s Rod, dipp'd in Wire with 
Hony-comb, the End of that Man is in Peace and Joy. Pougim, Th 
out as many Tears upon thy Self-offering to GOD, as Elijalrmerly, 
did water the ſecond and third time upon his Sacrifice Mbriſt, 2% 
Mount Carmel, The fire of GO D's Spirit ſhall deſcendFmpeR, 
and lick up thoſe Drops into Spiritual Joys, aud dry up eans wor 
zears from thine eyes. The Spirit of the Lord may be well ſai: S cea 
20 move upon the face of ſuch waters. Theſe Rivers, as the Tem 
have their Head in Paradiſe, their Spring in Heaven; Ne (enfit 
they return to Heaven again, This boly Water , vie preſſ 
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ibis Spiritual Marriage, will Chriſt turn into Wine i 
Wire ſuch the Garments of Gladneſs for the Spirit of Heavineſs. 
ll To Conclude, How can it be, but a Ir Eſtate, when 


Man is aſſured his Sins are forgiven? He hath Peace with 
D, Peace of Conſcience, Peace with Death, The two 
ter are Conſequences of the firſt, 

Firft, He hath Peace with GOD, Rom. 5. 1. They 
port ſoine Fires nothing will quench them but Blood. Tis 
e of the Wrath of GOD for Sin, nothing but the Blood 
Chriſt can appeaſe. It was Rehoboams Speech to the 
aelites, My little finger ſhall be heavier than my Fathers loins. 
s true in this ſence, for Sin, the leaſt degree of GO D's 
pleaſure, is more than all the Worlds. A Man without 
is Peace, be he deck'd with Jewels, is but like a fair 
loom r#cbly! hung, but wants a Root; Who would make 
hoice of it for his Lodging? Such is the Man, be he never 
gorgerouſly apparell'd, if he lies yet oper to the Revenge 
Heaven, whoſe iniquities are not covered. Let it be the 
irie of Haly to be the Garden of the World: It is a Chriſti- 
ofl's Happineſs to be the Garden of GOD, that the Tree of 
e is in the midſt of him, that GOD ; at Peace with him. 
S:condly, He hath Peace of Conſcience, The Earth no 
ward weight can move, yet the ſtirring a few unruly 
apours within, will make ſome Parts to quale: There are 


ine Men, no outward Croſſes can trouble, but the Guilt 


come ſecret Sins within hath made them tremble, The 

Wu! of a wicked Man is often like a troubled Sea, or like 
ny: 5b/p in a Storm the Diſciples were toſs'd in; but as ſoon 
Chriſt entred, there was a Calm. So as ſoon as the Con- 
ence is poſſeſs d of Chriſt, there is Peace. Some when 
ey are diſquzeted in their Minds, do as David wiſh'd he 
Id do (Pſalm 55. 7.) When fearfulneſs and horror over- 


fy away and be at reſt. Go travel, as if they would out- 
de the cry of Conſcience which they carry with them. 
me ſend for Muſick, as Sau} tor a Harper when his evil 
ii came upon him. Others deal with their Conſciences, 
at thus Arreſt them in GO D's Name, as ſome have 
re with the Serjeant, make him Drunk, and ſo eſcape 
m. Theſe ways and the like, had this our Brother tried 


jarmerly, but found no ſound Peace, till he thus turned to 
briſt, abe Prince of it. The Marriners in that mighty 


empeſt, rowed hard to get the Ship to Land, but no 
tans would do, till Jon as was caſt out, and then preſently 
e Sea arr beer ber raging, I have been a Witneſs of 

gong Tempeſts raiſed within his Conſcience, when he firſt 
Neo ſenſible, but after he had disburthen'd it, and out with 
Ne preſſing Sins, in ſuch (alt and oyer-fowing Tears, in 
Con- 


emed bim, Oh, that I bad Wingslike a Dove, then would 
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Dose ſtrayed from the Ark of Chriſt, he found no reſt fy 


that was hated at his Conde mnation, is lov d at his Executin 
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> pre and Repentance, he ſoon found the Fruit of thi 
af our Saviour, Come unto ame you that are weary an, 
þ:avy; laden, and I will give u reſt. Having like Noah! 


the Feet of his Soul, till he returned to Chriſt again. II 
a uſual Diviſion of theſe four. ſorts of Conſciences, a quiet 
not a good, _— nor quiet, a good but not a quiet, boi 
good and quiet. The two former he had experience of in hi 
Life, the two latter near his Death; the Miſery of the one 
and the Happimeſs of the other (which he had ſo lately ex 
chang'd) how ſenſibly have I beard him expreſs, apprehend 
+3 8 in the deegeſt degree of his Hpmiliation, more true Con 
tent, than in the height of all his ſinful Pleaſures, Cbryſoſto 
calls the Conſcience G0 D's Coin, . wherein as the King 
nage is in his, fo is GO D's inſtamped in this. An 
_ _ - therefore as we give that which is Cæſar's 10 Czſar, ſo 
exhorts, to give this which # G0 D's.z0 GOD: And 
= 'godd Conſcience before G 0 D and Man, tis the richeſt Pear 
the moſt invaluable Treafirfgunder Heaven, St. Paul's Gl, 
. - and Foy, 1 Corinth, 1. 12. Acts 23. 1. 
Thirdly, He hath Peace with Death : A Bee without hei of | 
ting is more fear'd than hurtful; tis ſo with this, once frei unc 
from the Guilt of Sin, the ſting of it. He that knows 
owes nothing, flies. not. che Approach of the Bayliff. He th; 
is aſſured of the blotting out of the Hand- writing that m, 
- againſt bim, needs not to ſhun the Arreſt of Death. Be 
ſudden, yet tis yot untimely to him. What a meaſure © 
this ChrifſtianyValour was found in this our Brother aft 
this {ſpiritual Sealing, hath been manifeſted before man 
- Witneſſes, and needs not any Repetition here, Only obſer, 
what this bleſſed Change in him, had wrought in others 
of him. He once wept much by himſelf in private, whe! 
the Tongues of Men with good Cauſe were open again 
im in Publick, Now Narr of all forts are ſhed. for hin 
publicly, when he had Comforts within himſelf ſecretly, H 


Such as were grieved at his Life, are comforted at his Dea! g 

He began with his own Tears, he departs with the Sobs ( 

others. AndI uy not, but what ny > in Tears, | 

redps in Joy, what was ſeal d here on Earth, is ratified! . 
Heaven. From a Death Temporal he is paſſed to 2 * 


Eternal. Unto which GOD of his Mercy bring us al 
x for the Merits of his dear Son. To whom with the Father a 


* 
the Holy Spirit, be all Hanour and Glory now and ever paralel! 
Amen. Fe SIS, | of the ] 
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To the Author of a Pawphlet, Intitul'd, 


The CASE of Biſbop ATHERTON fairly 
R . &c. 

91 

Wi E N I publiſh's Biſhop ATHERTON's Caſe 


I thought I had ſufficiently guarded againſt a 

Miſrepreſentations that cou'd have been made 
relating to any ill Deſign in ſo doing, by the Advertiſe. 
ment prefix'd thereto; neither ſhou'd I again trouble the 
Public with this Matter, were it not to offer ſome Ori. 
ginal Papers lately communicated to me, and to clear 
my ſelf from the Ungenerous Reflections you have been 
— to throw upon me, tho' with no more force ef 

eaſon or Proof, than what you your ſelf call juſt Suſpici. 
ons, Which way of Procedure can never be look'd upon of 

any Validity with conſiderate Perſons. 

In the beginning of your Book you declare, that you 
had no other Deſign in publiſhing your Reflections, but to vin- 
dicate the Epiſcopal Order from 2 ly Injinuations, and 
yet in Pag. 6. you ſay, Thu cannot charge me with deſigning 
80 aſperſe that Sacred Body; but add, bat it looks @ Jir- 
8le ſuſpicious, by ſetting forth à Story which ought t0 be for- 

Otten. 

. I imagine, Sir, that the reſt of the World were 
as Cenſorious and Uncharitable as your ſelf, I ſhou'd have I nyity 
then ſufficient Reaſon to wiſh, that I had never medled I gefir 
in this Affair; but as I ſolemnly declare in the Preſence you 
of Almighty God, I had not the leaft ill Intention in I SPE! 
what I did, nor any other Deſign but to expoſe the Hei- has i 
nous Sin of Unnatural Lewdnejs, and not the Man: Nor « wo 

F cal FF © the 


| DOA (3) 
can I think his Death will be look'd upon as any RefleRi- 
on to the Sacred Order of Epiſcopacy, (for which I have 
the higheft Veneration) ſince as it has been judiciouſly 
obſerv'd by the Pious and Learned Biſhop Uſher, the Great 
Penitence of bis Death muſt be look'd upon 4s 4 ſatisfaftory 
Atonement for all the Errors of bis Life. | 

'Tis not my Deſign to enter into a large Controverſy 
about the Death of this Unfortunate Gentleman, but next 
to the Publication of bis CASE, the great fault you al- 
ledge againſt me, and for which you ſay Pag. 10. I ought 
to Anſwer, is for the following Paſſage in my Adverti/e- 
ment prefix'd to the Biſhop's Caſe ; wher* I ſay, * That 
© after his Condemnation, he was fo far from endeavour- 
© ing in the leaſt to palliate his Crimes, that he not only 
* confeſy'd them with the greateſt Abhorrence, but free: 
* ly open'd the inmoſt Receſſes of his Soul, and declar'd 
* the very Temptations which iaduc'd him to commit 
thaſe abominable Facts for which he ſuffer'd. 

This I thought I was oblig'd to ſay in behalf of ſo 
True a Penitent, who had freely own'd himſelf ſo Great 
a Sinner, and confeſs d, (Pag. 10. of the Caſe) © That his 
reading of bad Books, — immodeſt Pictures, fre- 
* quenting Plays; Drunkenneſs, ©. were Cauſes and 
Inticemeuts to theſe foul Facts; Which Confeſſion, Sir 
can refer to nothing elſe but the Sin of Uncleanneſs, an 
not, as you would inſinuate to the Sins of Thoupbr, Word 
and Deed, e and Commiſſion againſt God and Man, 
contrary to the Light of Knowledge, and often checks of Con- 
ſcience ; this being a Charge of which all Mankind muſt 
own themſelyes Guilty. 4 | 

In the next Place, Pag. 11. you ſay, That you know, 
and do maintain, that nothing is more wide from the 
© Truth, than my falſe Iauendo of the Biſhoy's owning the 
Crimes for which he ſuffer'd. This Aſſertion is like- 
wiſe further back'd by you in Pag. 12. where you affirm, 
that he alſo deny'd the Fact in his Laſt SPEECH at his 
Execution, as it is very plain from Dr. Barn ard's words, 
That at bis Death be deny'd the Main Toing in the Inditt- 
ment, &c. | 

Now, Sir, as you have often charg'd me with diſinge- 
nuity drawn only from bare Suppoſitions of your own, I 
deſire to know with what even the leaſt Colour of Juftice 
you can talk of the — 47 denying the Fact in his Laſt 
SPEECH, and quote Dr. Barnard for it; when the Dr. 
has ingenuouſly own'd, (Pag. 17. of the Caſe) That he 
would not attempt to relate the Biſhop's SPE EC AH at 
* the Place of Execution, unleſs he cou'd cemember — 

| aftly 


(4) 


# aly his own Expreſſions, which he cou'd not do; and 
therefore only rekearſes the Purport of it at the begin- 
ning, breaking off with an Oe, 

Could you, Si, have produc'd the Biſhop's laſt Speech 
I douht not but you would readily have printed it, an 
that indeed would have been a ſufficient Authority of 
what you ſo ſtrenuouſly endeavour to prove, vk. That ho 
denied the Crime for which ba ſuffered; but to prove the 
contrary, I here give you the True Copies of Two ori. 
#41 Papers, atteſted and ſigned by the late Reverend Mr. 
oN , and one Mr. JOHN PRICE, who was 
preſent at the Biſhop's Execution, 5 
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| No. 1. 

A Tr ani tmazing Relation of the Notorious Unclean- 
neſe, Inet, Sadomy and Murther, committed by Dottor 

John Atherton, Lard Biſhop of Waterford in the King- 
dom of Ireland ; with the manner of the Diſcovery theres 
pf, bythe mol apparent, undoubte i and prodigy: Apa 
parttion that was ever heard of, (enough to convince 

'-i the greateſt Atheiſt) nherexpon the ſaid Biſhop was tryed, 
2 and hanged for the ſaid Crimes in it Cu- 
nical Habi: : Together with the ſaid Biſhop's Confeſſion 
at the Place of Execution, as the ſame wit Cipied from 
a Aan ſcr ip: of the Reverend My John Quick, (Ali: 
niſter of the Goſpel lately deceaſed in September 1706.) 
the Truth whereof is in the Original attefed by bim un" 
his own Hand, | | | 


HE Proyidences of God ought to he obſerved and 
recorded, eſpecially when there he ſingular and ex- 
tranrdinary Circumftances in them. What I now write 1 
had from Perſons of good Quality and great Veracity, 
who were preſent at the Examination, and had Relation 
and Converſation with two of the Perſans concerned in 
chis Hiſtory. 

Doctor Barnard, Dean of Ardagh, that wiote the Hiſto- 
ry of Biſhop Atberton's Repentance, (which in truth was 
very great and rare, and a wonderful Inftance of the Al- 
mighty Power of Divine Grace) did not in the leaſt touch 
24 th- Crimes for waich he ſuflered: We may gueſs at 
the Reaſons; firſt, he wou'd not beſpatter his Order, ic 
being a very foal Reflection on the Hierarchy, that oy” 
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of that Eminent Charge ſhould be branded with ſuch hei- 
nous Crimes, and have his Fingers dipt in the Blood of 
his own Bowels ; Secondly, next to its never having been 
committed, it was better never to have been remembred 
more, in trath all Sin ſhonld be forgotten and forſaken :; 
But that miraculous Work of God in detecting it, aud 
thereby — 4 ben Proud, Ince ſtious and Bloody Prelate 
unto a moſt bitter Evangelical Repentancey and (as a 
Rational Charity muſt needs oblige us to believe) into the 
Bleſſed State of Grace and of Erernal Glory ; I ſay ſuch 
a miraculous Work of God onght to be had in everlaſt- 
ing Remembrance; the Works of the Lord are great, 
and thought on by all thoſe that have pleaſure therein, 
There are Three Scenes in this Tragedy. 

At Minehead in the County of Somerſet, Anno Dom. 1616 
or thereabouts, there lived an Ancient Gentlewoman the 
Widow of one Mr Leaky, of what _ her Husband 
was I cannot learn, but then her only Son was a Merchant 
in that Town, that drove a confiderable Trade betwixt 
it and Waterford, and ſome other Parts in Jreland, and 
was reputed worth about 8 or 10000 J. Eſtate. is 
Gentleman (the Son) had but one Child by his Wife, of 
both which we ſhall hear enough by and by. 

Mrs. Leaky the Old Gentlewoman was of a very free, 
pleaſant and chearful Temper, exceeding good Company, 
and would render herſelf by her Carriage and Diſcourſes, 
by her Expreſhons and Converſation, exceeding accep- 
table and delightful to all ſorts of Perſons 3 inſomuch, 
that they would often ſay to her and to one annther, that 
it was a thouſand pities ſuch an excellent good natnred 
Gentlewoman ſhould Die: And in the midſt of all her 
Mirth ſhe would tell her Friends, as pleaſing as my Com- 
pany is now to you, you will not care to Ps and converſe with 
me when I am Dead, tho" I believe you may. 

However, die ſhe did, and dein dead and bury'd, ſhe 
was ſometime after ſeen again by Night; and at laft at 
Noon Day, in her own Houſe, in the Town and Fields, 
at Sea and at Shoar, whereof I ſhall give you ſome Emi- 
nent Inſtances. 

A Doctor of Phylic that ſired at Minehead, having 
deen in the Country to viſit a Patient, as he returned 
Home towards the Evening he met with an Ancient Gen- 
tlewomany he accoſts her very eivilly, falls into Diſcourſe 
with her, and coming to a Tile lends her his Hand to 


help her over; but finds and feels it to be prodigious 
Cold, which makes him to eye this _— an more 
erves, that 

in 


wiſhfully than he had done before; and he 0 
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(6) 
in ſpeaking ſhe never moved her Lips, and in ſeeing ſhe 
ne ver turned her Eyes or Eye lids, This and ſome other 
Circumftances affrighted him, and fuggefts to his fearful 
Mind, that it muft be Mrs. Leaky, of whom there was 
a general talk in the Town, that ſhe was dead but walk'd 
again, and was ſeen of many; whereupon when he comes 


to the next Stile he paſled over, but never turned back. 


to pay her his former Ceremony and Reſpect of his Hand, 
which ſo Incens'd this Old N ſhe grew as froward 
and ſullen as the Doctor, and kept Silence, and gave him 
no more Mouth Speech ſince he was become as mute as 
a Fiſh towards her: And when they came to the next 
Stile ſhe got before him, and ſat juſt in the middle of it; 
ſo that when he came to it the way was ſtopt; hereupon 
he turns aſide and goes to a Gate, thinking to croſs over 
that, to go into the High-way; but when he comes thi. 
ther, ſhe ſat aſtride over that alſo; but ſome how or 0+ 
ther he got over, and coming to the Town with the Spe- 
drum, (he gives him a kick, and bids him be more civil 
next time to an Ancient Gentlewoman. 


But this was nothing to what Pranks ſhe lay'd in her | 


Son's Houſe and elſewhere. She now at Noon Day ap- 


| pears upon the Key at Minehead, and cries ont a Boat, 4 


Boat boe! If any Boatman or Seaman was in ſight, and 
did not come, they were ſare to be caſt away; and if they 
did come it was all one, they were caft away, it was equal. 
ly N to pleaſe or diſpleaſe her. Her Son had ſe- 
veral Ships failing betwixt Ireland and Egland; no ſooner 
did they make Land, and come in the fight of England, 
but this Ghoſt would appear in the ſame Garb like- 
neſs as when ſhe was alive; and ſtanding at the Main- 
Maft would blow with a whiſtle, and tho? it was never ſo 
great a Calm, yet preſently there would ariſe a moſt 
dreadfyl Storm, that would break Wreck and drown the 
Ship-and Goods, only the Seamen ſhould eſcape with their 
Lives, the Devil had not Power from God to take them 
away. Yet at this rate by her frequent Appatitions and 
Difturbances, ſhe kad made a poer Merchant of her Son, 
for his fair Eſtate was all bury'd in the Sea; and he that 
was once worth Thouſands, was reduced to a poor and 
low Condition in the World ; for whether his Ships were 
his own or hired, or if he had but Goods aboard to the 
value of Twenty Shillings, this troybleſome Ghoſt would 
come as before and whiftle in a Calm at the Main-Maſt 
at Noon Day, when they had deſcry'd Land, and then 
Ship and Goods went all to wreck out of hand; inſomuch, 
that he cou'd at laft get no Ship wherein to ſtore his 
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1170 
Goeds, nor any Mariner to fail in them, they knos in 
what pd uncomfortable and fatal loofing Voyage they 
ſhould make of it, did refufe to ſerve. | | 
In her Son's Houſe ſhe had conftant Maugts by Night 
and Day; but whether he did not or would not own it, 
be always profeſs'd he never ſaw her: Sometimes when 
he hath been a Bed with his Wife, ſhe wou'd cry out, 
Husband, look there is your Mother? And when he turned 
on the right fide to ſee her, ſhe was got to the Left, and 
when he turned to the Left ſide of the Bed, ſhe was got 
to the Right; only one Evening their only Child, a Girl 
of about five or ſix yearsOld, lying in a Truckle Bed under 
them, cry'd out, 0b! help me Father, help me Mother, for 
Grand-mother will choak me : And before they could get 
to the Child's Aſſiſtance, ſhe had actually murther'd it, 
and they found the poor Child dead, her Throat having 
been pinched by two Fingers, which ftop'd her Breath 
and ftrangled her. This was the ſoreſt of all their AMi- 
tions, their Eftate was gone before, and now their only 
Child was gone alſo, you may gueſs at their great Grief 
and Sorrow. 
One Morning after the Child's Funeral, her Husband 
being abroad, about Eleven in the Forenoon Mrs. Leaky 
the Younger, went up into her Chamber to Dreſs ber 
Head, and as ſhe was looking in the Glaſs, ſhe ſpies her 
Mother-in-Law the Old Beldam looking over her Shoul- 
ders. This caft her into a = Horror, but recollect- 
ing herſelf, and recovering the Surprize of her Reaſon, 
Faith and Hope, having caſt up a ſhort filent Prayer to 
God, the turns about and ſpeaks to her; In the name of 
God, Mother, why do you trouble my Peace? Saith the Spe- 
Arum, I will do thee no burt? What would you have of me, 
faith the Daughter? Why, faith the Spectrum, thou muſt 
0 over 10 Ireland, and viſit thy Uncle, the Lord Biſhop 4 
aterford, and tell bim, that wnleſs le doth repent of 1 
Sin whereof be knows bimſelf Guilty, be ſhall be banged. Mo- 
ther, ſaith ſhe, this i; 4 Sleveleſs Errant that you ſend me 
about, my Uncle is a great Man, and if I ſhould deliver bim 
Juch an idle Meſſage, I ſhould but render my ſelſ Ridiculous : 
Pray, Mother, what was the Sin whereof he was Guilty, and 
muſt repent or be hanged ? Why, ſaith ſhe, if you will know, it 
was Murither : For when be lodged at my Brotber t Houſe at 
Barnſtaple, he being iben marry'd to my Siſter, got my Bro- 
ther's Daughter with Child, and I delivered ber of a Girl, 
which as ſoon as he had Baptized, I pinched the Throat of it 
end ſtrangled it, and be ſmoaked it over 4 Pan of Charcoal 
that it m bi not ſtink, and waz bury'd in the Chamber of the 
A owe * 
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Houſe. Now tell bim this is the Sing of which if be don't re- 
bent be ſha!l be hanged. 0b! but Mother, replies Young 
Mrs. Leaky, there is no body will carry me over for if any 
of our Family or Goods be in 4 Ship, you appear and raiſe 4 
Storm, and they be all caſt away. fo this the Spectrum 
retorts, thou ſhalt go and return home ag ain in ſafety, and 1 wil} 
not trouble thee z and I give thee 30 Days for thy Veyape, but 
Je thou deliver the Meſſage to the Biſhop that I bave ſold thee; 
Upon. this the Daughter takes Heart and ſpeaks to her, 
Pray, Mother, where be you now in Heaven or in Hell. At 
which Words the Spirit look'd very ſtern upon her, but 
gave her no Anſwer, and immediately vaniſh'd out of 
light, and was never ſeen by her, or truubled her more. 

A while after, her Husband returning home, ſhe relates 
to him all this Dialogue, and the Commiſſion that was 
given her, and demands his. Advice in it, who tells her 
he would have her go; but the Young Woman before ſhe 
would go for Ireland, conſults ſome godly Minifters about 
it, to whom ſhe diſcovers all the atoreſaid Paſſages, and 
they conſidering the whole, adviſe her alſo to go over te 
IVaterford. She croſſeth over in the next Ship, and goes 
ſtrait to the Biſhop's Palace, where ſhe meets his Lord: 
ſhip in the Hall, and delivers him the Meſſage ſhe was 
enjoyned, who makes no other reply than this, That if 
le was Born to be Hanged, he ſhould not be Drowned. 

And ſhe not being invited to Drink or ſtay in the Pa- 
lace one Night, ſhe takes the firſt Opportunity of a Ship 
failing to Ainebead, and returns home again in a very few 
Days to her own Houle : And being known to be come 
back from Jreland, ſhe is apprehended by a Warrant from 
ſome Juftice of the Peace, and brought to the Seſſions at 
Taunos; and being examined, ſhe gives this Account to 
the Bench which I have here written, Sir George Farrell 
Kar. living at Hill Biſhops near Taunton, was one of the 


| Juſtices upon the Bench; Mrs. Bruin, a Widow, one of 


the Daughters was alſo preſent in Court, and Mr Buck- 
ley, then a Miniſter near Taunton, afterwards when I was 
Minifter of Knipht,bridge, he was Rector of Thur iſton in 
the Soutb pela. of Devon, heard the whole Examination. 
From theſe two laſt Perſons, Madam Bruin and Mr Buck- 
ley, I had this Relation, and this Circumſtance more, 
That er Tn having examined Mrz. Leaky on Oath, 
ſent her Depoſitions up to Whiteball to the Council Ta- 
ble, in the Reign of King Charles the Firſt. But this 

poſition being no Legal Evidence or Procf in Law, 


the Bufiaels was let fall, and the Biſhop (however he 
| might 
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(9) 
might be ſuſpected) was not at all proſecuted at that 
time. Rp 20S : 
And now we muſt change the Scene from Minehead in 
Somerſetſhire, to Barnſtable in Dovonſbire. The Town 
Clerk of Barnſtable in the Year 1639. was one of them 
ca!l'd Puritans ; He had an Apprentice of about 16 Yeafs 
of Age, a ſturdy Lad, ſtout enough, his Name was Cham- 
berlain, He complained often to his Mafter, that the Houſe 
was haunted, and that he was frighted with Apparitions. 
Sometimes he ſhould (ee a young Gentlewoman of about 
18 or 20 Years of Age, all in White, with her Hair 
deſhevePd, leading a little Child up and down the Room, 
which ſeemed as if it were but new Born; otherwhile, 
me would carry it in her Arms, but very dejectedly and 
diſconſolately 4 and ſhe would look upon him in a very 
doleful and diſconſolate manner, After there would come 


an Old Man in a Gown, and fit upon the Bed by him, - 


ſtaring him in the Face, but ſpake never a word. Theſe 
Apparitions were very troubleſome to him; his pious Ma- 
fter took him to ſeveral Miniſters, who convers'd with 
him, and adviſed him to ſpeak to it; and one of them 
encourag'd him to do it, watched ſome Nights with him; 
but upon ſight of che Spectrum was Io affrighted himſelf, 
that he could not ſpeak, nor would he ſuffer young Cham. 
berlain to Tpeak neither. But one Night as he was fitting, 
up writing ſome Inſtrument or engroſſing a Deed, he came 
to a place that was interlined and blotted, and juft then 
comes into the Reom (as he thought) his Maſter, who fits 
down by him, wedging him in lo that he conld not get 
out; he reads the blurred Paragraph oves and over, but 
not being able to make any Senſe of it, he takes it up 
and ſpeaks (as he ſuppoſed) to his Maſter ; Sir, ſairh be, 
will you be pleaſed to read this to me, for I cannot tell what 
Senſe to make of it; but there was no Anſwer given him, 
he ſuppoſing that his Maſter was buſy in Meditation, 
thought it good Manners not to interrupt him, till having 
tir'd himſelf to pick Senfe out of the blotted Writing, 
which yet he could not do; he takes it up the ſecond time 
and beſpeaks his ſuppoſed Mafter ; Sir, ſaith he, will you 
be pleaſed —— And with that caſting his Eye upon him, 
ſoon diſcovers the miſtake, and finds that it was the Spe- 
E&rum that had ſo long troubled him. He would then 
have given his Life for a Half penny, but plucking up his 
Spirit, Neceſſity and Deſpair making him Valiant, be 
boldly asks him, Sir, why do you trouble me ? To which the 
Spectrum replies, Do not be afraid, I will do you #0 barm'; 
Well, what is it then you 1 - have; 4 Why faith _ Spe- 

_ dun 
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© rum, go thou go into ſuch a Room in the Houſe, and 


dig there up the Planking, and you ſhall find 4 Boxes 
© one upon the other; in the firſt, there is all ſorts of 
© wearing Apparel of Silk, Sattin and Velvet, for Men and 


Women: In the ſecond, abundance of good Table and 


© Bed Linen very fine, and choice of Holland and Damask. 
© In the third, there is a Sum of Money in Gold and Sil. 
* yer ready coyned, and two Silver Pots, one full of Gold ; 
Which together with all the reft of theſe buried Goods 
the Apparition beftowed upon him; but the other Silver 
Pot the Spectrum Commands him upon pain of Death not 
to look into, but to take it and carry it into Wales, to Mrs 
Betty his Mafters Daughter, and when he landed in ſuch 
a Place as the Apparition ug him, he would meet 
him and deliver him a further Meſſage, and he 
ſhould diſpatch all in 10 Days time; but bid him look to 
it that he did not ſo much as peep into that Silyer Pot he 
was to carry over to her, for it was as much as his Life 
was worth. Young Chamberlain fairly promiſed to per- 
form all that was enjoyned him, and at parting the Old 
Spectrum tells him, © That in the 4th and undermoſt Box 
© there were two Cups of very precious Stones inchaſed in 
© Gold, take them alſo, for I freely give them to thee, 
© and io good Night. f FR 

Chamberlain was glad he was rid of the Spectrum's 
Company, and goes to his Reft, and the next Morning 


. acquaints his Mafter with the laſt Nights Adventure his 


Matter bids him do as he was commanded, and had pro- 
1 S . 

Accordingly he gets into the Parlour where he was di- 
refed, breaks up the Boards of the Planking, and finds all 
that the Spectrum had diſcovered to him: He had in Mo- 
ney near 1200 1, befides the other Goods, Pots and Cups, 
of which we ſhall hear more anon, Never did any Fel- 
lows Tecth Water more after a ſweet bit, than Chamber- 
Jair's Eye did to be looking iato the forbidden Silver Pot; 
but the fear of the Spectrum's Menaces awed him, and 
kept him, much againft his Will, within bounds, tho* a hun- 
dred times a Day he would be pidling about it, to ſee what 
wat in it. However, at laſt he takes the Pot, goes into a 
Boat, croſſeth over the Barr at Barnſtable and the Seavern 
into Wales, and arrives at the place of the Interview with 
the Old Apparition, which was about 2 miles and a half 
from the Shore. At their firſt meeting the Spectrum is 
very froward and angry, and tells him very chidingly, 
Sirral, thou haſt an earneſt longing to 1 this Pos; 
Nos , faith Chamberlain; nay, Sarrab, bus ibo baſt, 1 

the 
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the Spectrum, aud therefore do not lie to me, but get preſent- 
ly unto thy Maſter's Daughter, and declare to her that Maſſage 
which I now tell thee, and take to her the Pot. What this 
Meſſage was, (though he was earneſtly importun'd by 
Madam Forreſcue, the Widow of Fobn Forteſens, of Spridle- 
ſtone in the Pariſh of Brixton in the County of Devonſhire 
Eſqz from whom I had this Relation in the Year 1668. 
having been Minifter of that Pariſh, to whom the afore- 
ſaid Chamberlain was Steward of his Mannor, in the Town 
and Pariſh of Collumpton in the ſame County) Yet would 
he never diſcover, but craved the Lady's excuſe, becauſe 
he had marry'd the Siſter of her to whom he was to carry 
the Silver Pot, and he ſaid it would caſt a Reproach up- 
on his Wife's Blood and Family. But to go on with the 
Story z Chamberlain had a ſcrupulous Conſcience, and puts 
this Caſe to the Devil, But what if urs Betty won't take 
the Pot 3 then, faith the Spectrum, leave it with her, and 
tell ber from me, that it were better ſhe had and did take it, 
for F ſhall hear further from me, 

oncerning this Mrs. Betty, (by the way) ſhe was the 
deareft of her Father's Children, who was exceeding fond 
of her; but ſhe having got a great Belly without a Hus- 
band in her Father's Houſe, her Parents very ſeverely 
reproved her for her great Sin againſt God and her own 
Soul, and the Scandal to Religion, and Infamy to their 
Family. She after ſhe had gotten it away, as before you 
have heard, quits her Father's Houſe, withdraws herſelf 
from her Relations, and lives privately in Wales for about 
7 Years, upon a Portion that had been left her by hes 
Aunt or Grand-mother, 

Well, Mr. Chamberlam the next Morning betwixt 3 
and 6 comes to her Houſe, knocks at the Door, and down 
comes a Young Gentlewoman of about 27, with her Breafts 
naked, her Hair diſhevel'd in a very forlorn and diſcon- 
ſolate Condition, and asks him, what his Buſineſs is; to 
whom Chamberlain replies, Mrs, Betty, I am commande 
to deliver you ſuch a Meſſage from a Spirit that hath appeared 
to me; and he then tells her what was given him in charge, 
and delivers her the Pot. She refuſeth to take it; h 
tells her ſhe muſt; ſhe tells him ſhe will not, but he m 
carry it to him from whom he had it: Chamberlain then 
replies, Mrs. Betty, if you do not take it, is will be ſo much 
the worſe for you, for J am ordered to leave it with you : 
With that fetching a deep ſigh, and ſmitiag her Breafts, 
alas ! ſaid ſhe, it was not for nothing that I have been { 
troubled this Night, I was Born to be mijerable ; and lo with» 
ont enquiring for her 9 or inviting him in to —_— 

. { 8 2 — 


* 


. 


Cl 


of Hater ford, with her dying Meſſage to him, That 
dil not repent of the Sin he knew himſelf guilty of , be ſpouli 
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ſhe takes the Silver Pat, and gets up into her Chamber 
Chamberlain having now diſcharged his Truft and Errand, 
returns to the Sea ſide, where finding a Boat ready for, 
Barnſtable he enters into it, and — it launched off, 
Mrs. Betty comes down into it alſo, and fits juſt againſt 
nim; but all the time they were paſſing over, never (peaks 
a word to him, nor he to her. As ſoon as they were 
come to Barnſtable, he goes into a Tavern, and ſhe to her 
Father's Houſe, whom ſeeing and her Mother, ſhe fell on 
her Knees, and craved their Bleſſing, Great was the 
Joy of the whole Houle, of the Preſence of this Stranger; 

ut ſhe having ſat and diſcourſed them about a quarter 
of an hour, the riſeth, and takes the Key aud Hammer 
that hung in the Parlour, and goes up Stairs and unlocks 
a Chamber Door, and then locks it again upon her, where 
ſhe was heard deating out a Board in the Window, and 
then nail'd ir faſt again. What ſhe took thence is not 
known; but having diſpatched her Buſineſs, ſhe opens the 
Door, locks it again, comes down, puts the Key and Ham- 
mer in their places, and having fat and diſcourſed with 
her Parents about a quarter of an hour more, ſhe then 
begs their Bleſſing and departs, no Intreaties or Impor- 


tunities being able to detain her one Night; no not ſo 


much as to Drink with them, but over to Wales ſhe will 
51 again, where indeed ſhe returns, and lives about 14 
Honths; and then falling Sick ſhe calls her Maid to her, 


telling her, that ſhe weuld make her, her Hcir, and leave 


ker 7001. after her Death, which was now near at Hand, 
if ſhe would ſolemnly promiſe and {wear to her, that as 
ſoon as ſhe was bury'd, ſhe would take the firſt opportu- 
nity to go over to Ireland, and carry that Silver Pot (but 
ſhe muſt not look into it) to her Uncle the Lord N \ 
e 


be Han td: 


The Maid engageth with her Miſtreſs to perform her 
Will, and a few hours after the Miſtreſs dy'd. Mrs Betiy 


being dead, and her laſt Will noiſed abroad, a Juſtice of 


Peace near unto that Place being informed of this unuſual 


Gift and Charge, (ends his Warrant to bring the Maid 


and the Silver Pot before him; and he having examined 


her, ſhe gives him this Relation of her Miſtreſs's laſt Will, 


and her Injunction on her as aforeſaid. The Juſtice com- 


mands the Cover of the Pot to be taken off, and looking 
ate Ms finds the Skeleton and Bones of a poor little In- 


fant, which ſurprized the Juftice and all the Spettators, 
Preſently News of this was fent up to his Majeſty HAS 
bh x . | Charles 


* 


(1) 
Charles I. and the Privy Council, who diſpatched an Order 
to the Council at Dublin, to ſeize the Biſhop of Waters 
ford. | 


This and ſome other great Crimes jumping againſt 
him at the ſame time, cauſed his Arraignment, Convicton, 
Condemnation and Execution: But as he had been a great 
Sinner above others, ſo he was an extraordinary Penitent. 
The Relation of his great Repentance, was wrote and 
printed with his Funeral Sermon, which was preached b! 


Doctor Barnard ; and as I ſaid at firft, without the leaſt 


Notice or Mention made of any of his Crimes, or of this 
which I have now from moſt faithful Credible Witneſſes, 
inſerted in this Paper. | 
As for the great Treaſure which the Devil ſo freely 
beſtowed upon Chamberlain, in thoſe unhappy Civil Wars 
the Cavaliers in thoſe Parts plundered him of all, except 
5 broad Pieces which he reſerv'd, and the two Cups, of 
which alſo there is this remarkable Story and Provi 
dence, & 2 4 | 
Mr. Chamberlain had by his Wife (his Maſter's Daugh- 
ter) two Children. With theſe he and ſhe travelFd from 
Barnſtable to — the Children were put into a 
Pair of Panniers, one in each, and the two Cups ty'd up- 
on the Saddle betwixt them, As they were travelling in 
a fair Summers Day in Fuly 1650. over Black Downe in 
the way to Collumpton, about Neon the Sun was over-caft 


with a very dark and thick Cloud, and on a ſudden it falls 


a Thundering very grievouſly and terrible, and a great 
Thunder-Clap ftruck in between the poor Children, which 
being done, the dark Cloud vaniſh'd, and the Heavens 
cleared up again as bright as before; only poor Mrs Cham- 
berlain all in Terror and Horror, ſuppoſing her Children 
to have been deſtroyed by it, crys out, 0b ! my Children, 


| any Children; but coming up to them, ſhe and ber Hus- 


band finds them very merry laughing and playing, with- 
out any hurt: Then they look'd for their two Cups of 
two precious Stones inchaſt in Gold, but they found them 
both gone; the ſame Hand that gave them to him Ten 
Years before, now took them away, no one having ever 
been one jat the better for the Devil's Gift, There went 
abroad a Report in the Country, that the Devil took theſe 
Cups out of Mr. Chamberlains Hand; but it was not ſo, 
but as I have now related, and as he related to that wor- 
thy Lady Madam Forteſcue, of whoſe Mannors he was Ste- 
ward, and from whoſe Mouth I bad this remarkable Pro- 
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(14) 
vidence, he having acquainted her with all theſe Paſſages 
and Particulars.  _ | | wt 


FOHN QUICK, 
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No. II. 


N the Year 1637. a Commiſſion came out to diſcover 
what Church Lands were found in any private Hands 


in Jreland;, Biſhop Bramball, Biſhop of London Derry, and 


Fobn Atherton, Biſhop of Waterford, were then fit Tools 
under my Lord Stafford, the Lord Lieutenant, and raiſed 


the Church Revenues greatly. Atherton brought his 


Dioceſs, as the Report went, to 1600 J. per Ann. both of 
them were Zealous Sticklers for Altar Worſhip. | 
The Biſhop of Waterford was charged by his own Ser- 
vant Man, and by a Woman, the former for Sodomy up- 
on him, and for a Rape upon her. Eſq; Wanderford, the 
Mafter of the Rolls, was left Lord Deputy by the Barl 
of Stratford: He was a very ſober Perſon, but very In- 
firm of Body, and he dy'd at a very Critical time; for 
upon November the 28th, Biſhop Atherton received Sen - 
tence of Death for Sodomy, committed upon the Man, 
and for a Rape on the Woman, as aforeſaid. The Clergy 
upon Wedneſ42y following, prepared to have him degraded 
and deprived of all Church Privileges. The Deputy dy'd 
on Tue/day the Night betore, ſo that he muſt die a Biſhop. 
Doctor Barnard, late Chaplain to Biſhop Uſher, (a Stran- 
ger to him formerly) went to the Priſon then in the Ca- 
ftle on Saturday; Biſhop Atherton ask'd him, If any ſem 
bim ; he reply'd None, but 4 Senſe of bis Duty; how it was 
with him all that Week his Book ſhowed, On Saturday 
December the 5th being the Day of Execution, a great 
Confluence of People were gathered together about the 
Caftle Gate ; The two Sheriffs of the City went into a 
Coach to him, who were to receive him from the Sheriffs 


of the County. Hore of Xilſanghan reſolyed te ride with 


the Prifoner and Doctor Barnard in the Coach; but they 
by many Intreaties could not get Hore to be ſo civil as to 
have him pinnioned with a Ribbon, but it muſt be with 
2 Cord. In a Coach they Four went, the Jriſh Papiſts 
wrote to invite each other to ſee the Execution; by fa- 


, your I got near the Gallows, ſo near both to ſee and 


hear all. He was a proper ſtrait Perſon, of a brown w__ 
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( 15) 
i Hair, about the Age of 50; He had a handſome Beard; 
he ſtood by the Ladder, and took off his Hat, ſaying, 
* GENTLEMEN, God bleſs you all; I am come to pay 
my laſt Debt here, the firſt of my Coat that I know of 
© in this kind; I pray God that I may be the laſt, I 
£ believe it is known to you all what is laid to my Charge, 
© and for which I received Sentence of Death: I do here 
© before the Lord, his Holy Angels, and you all, own the 
* Sentence againft me to Die this manner of Death to be 
< juft, and that I was guilty of the Charge laid againſt 
© me, However, the Judges by the Providence of God, 
* were acted beyond the way that the wiſeſt of Men were 
© uſed to do. The Sin of Uncleanneſs was my Mafter Sin; 
© being convinced of it, I did pray that God would lay 
£ ſome Affliction upon me, rather than leave me to con» 
© tinue under it. The Lord brought a great Fit of Sick- 
© neſs upon me; but being xecovered, the Power of that 
« Sin prevailed. I prayed after, that God would lay ſome 
© ſharper ſtroak on me, and this was it; I hope it is in 
© Mercy to my Soul he hath done it, He obſerv'd the 
Providence of God in that he ſaffered him not to deny 
the Fact he was charged withal. (but leaning to his own 
Underftanding and Knowledge in the Law, he did evade 
the poſitive Anſwer) And the Boy that waited on him 
during his Impriſonment, he never caution'd him what to 
fay, in Anſwer to what ſhould be put to him ; The Ser- 
vant's Teftimominy was under ſuſpicion, until the Boy 
own'd that he had offer'd the like Act to him. As to the 


Rape ſworn _ him, he ſaid ſhe ſwore is, but Gd 


knows what ſhe is. When he had ſung the 51 and the 
38th Pſalms, and cloſed with Pſalm the 116th, he kneel» 
ed and prayed, and having given ſome Money to the Ex- 
ecutioner, and gave him a ſign when he would be ready, 
he took hold of his Canonical Coat near the Skirts, leaft 
he ſhould ſeem to ſtruggle at going off, and dy'd very 


ſoon. * 
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FOHN PRICE: 


This laſt Account was in Mr. Ouick's Book in a Paper 
by it (elf, not of his Hand Writing, but figned by one 
Fobn Price: But the former Account was of his own 
Writing, and ſigned by him, Zondon 1690. 
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1 mall not make the leaſt Reflection upon theſe Papers, 
but leave em wholly to the Judgment of the Public;# =. 
In ſhort, Sir, tis almoſt plain, that you cover your 
whole deſign under a falſe Gloſs, and you don't endeavour 
ſo much to prove the Biſhop Innocent of the Fact, but 
only that he did not confeſs it; for in your ad Page you 
have theſe Words, * That you hope it will appear plain; 
< that the Biſhop was not guilty of the Fact, at leaſt not 
© Guilty of the Confeſhon thereof, (as I would inſinuate) 
This I think is a very hard Cenſure of the Biſhop, to 
ſuppoſe that he would not in his great Pemtency acknows+ 
ledge every fault, of which he knew himſelf Guilty; 
whereas if he conceald any Crime, it deftroyed the Et. 
cacy of his Repentance, Conſeſſion being the only De mon- 
ſtration of a True nd Contrite Herr. 
As to your: ſeyerat ridiculous flurts, that Gaim was the 
only Motive which induc'd me to publiſh the Biſhop's 
CASE, they are ſuch mean ſubterfuges as deſerve not the 
leaſt Notice. What 'your-Booklſeller gave you for your 
Reflections | cannot tell; but what vou Suggeſt againſt 
me is ae Sroundleſe as Uncharitableg neither do my 
Eircumſtances (1 thank God) requite it, tho' you are 
pleaſed to rank me in the Lift of Mergenary Authors. 
Ihe Teftimonies T have produc'd being of unqueſti- 
onabe Authority, I hope there will be no further Contro- 
verſy in relation to this unfortunate Gentleman, who, 
tho' he liv'd a Diſhonour to his Profeſſion; yet at his 
Death he /glorify'd God, and approv'd bimſelt at laſt a 
Good Chriftian, which that we may all do, and continu- 
ally bear in Mind and Practice, that admirable Advice 
taught us in our Church Liturgy, of being free irom Envy, 
Hatred, Malice, and all Uncharitablene ſs, is the earneſt 
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A Tours in all Sincerity, 


D. L. 
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